
 
 
Notice: As part of his Executive Order in Response to Covid-19, #2020-07, section 6, Governor Pritzker 
announced in part that “During the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation, the provisions 
of the Open Meetings Act, 5ILCS 120, requiring or relating to in-person attendance by members of a 
public body are suspended. Specifically, (1) the requirement in 5 ILCS 120/2.01 that ‘members of a 
public body must be physically present’ is suspended; and (2) the conditions in 5 ILCS 120/7 limiting 
when remote participation is permitted are suspended. Public bodies are encouraged to postpone 
consideration of public business where possible.” On Friday, June 12, 2020, the Governor signed P.A. 
100-640 (SB 2135) into law, amending the OMA to expressly authorize public bodies to meet remotely 
without the otherwise required quorum present at the meeting place during a declared public health 
disaster such as those related to COVID-19. 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

Gary Snyder 
Nicole Parker 
Kevin Day 
Tionn Fambro Carter 
Donald Mewes 
Bill Sowards 
Tanja Whitten 
 

2. Public Comment 

3. Opening Items 
a. Approval of the Written Agenda for February 10, 2021 

Recommended Motion: Move to approve the written agenda for February 10, 2021.  
b. Approval of the November 11, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

Recommended Motion: Move to approve the meeting minutes for November 11, 
2020.   

4. Old Business 
None. 

5. New Business 
a. Public Hearing 2021-01- Jeff Pickrell/Galesburg Sign & Lighting, LLC- Variance of 10 

feet of 25 foot maximum height for a freestanding sign and a variance of 135 square 
feet of the 160 square foot maximum area allowed for freestanding signs in an I-2 
(heavy industrial) district at 3600 78th Avenue West. 

  Recommended Motion: Move to approve variances.    
6. Other Business 

None. 

7. Adjournment 
Recommended Motion: Move to adjourn.  

Rock Island Board of Zoning Appeals Agenda 
Conference Call: 1-929-282-0896, PIN 971458927# 
February 10, 2021 
5:30 PM 
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MINUTES OF THE 

ROCK ISLAND BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

 

Regular Meeting        5:30 p.m.   November 11, 2020 

 

ATTENDANCE: (x) Present  (  ) Absent 

(x) Kevin Day     (  ) Tionn Fambro Carter 

 (  ) Donald Mewes                (  ) Nicole Parker 

(x) Gary Snyder     (x) Bill Sowards 

(x) Tanja Whitten                                           

                    

Staff Present:  Alan Fries. 

 

Chairman Snyder called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.   

 

General Public Comments – There was no one present to make any general public comments.  The 

meeting continued.   

 

Approval of Written Agenda – Mr. Sowards made a motion to approve the written agenda for the 

meeting. Mr. Day seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 

 

Approval of Minutes – Mr. Day made a motion to approve the Minutes of the October 14, 2020 regular 

meeting. Ms. Whitten seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 

 

Procedural Explanation – Chairman Snyder explained the procedure to be followed for the public 

hearing.      

 

Public Hearing #2020-12:  The applicants, Sampson Construction and Douglas House, have filed a 

request for a variance of 10 feet of the 30 foot rear yard setback requirement for a proposed attached deck 

in an R-2 (one family residence) district at 1724 85th Avenue West.   

 

Mr. Fries presented the staff report.  He said that the zoning ordinance requires a rear yard setback of 

30 feet in an R-2 district (Section 15.5).  The applicant requests a variance to approve the 

completed construction of the attached deck (approximately 20’ x 30’) in the south rear yard. 

 

The applicant was informed that he could do the work on the deck given the time of year and 

changing weather conditions in order to finish the work and get the pool ready for the winter.  He 

understood that he would be doing this work at risk because the Board may not approve of the 

variance request.  The deck extends out 20 feet out from the south façade of the house and 

extends up to a “hybrid-type” swimming pool (partially in ground and partially above ground).  

The deck is approximately 26 inches high from grade.   

  
Chairman Snyder called for proponents. 
 

Douglas House, 1724 85th Avenue West, was sworn in. He said he invited his neighbors over to his house 
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to tell them about his deck and answer any questions they have had.  He said that there were no issues 

brought up by neighbors and none of them are attending tonight’s Board meeting.  He said his neighbor’s 

addition to the east extends into the rear yard setback area also, so the deck will not affect any of his 

neighbor’s property.      

 

There being no questions, and as no one else wished to speak, the public hearing was closed. 

 

Decision Case #2020-12 – Mr. Sowards made a motion to approve the request because: 

 

1. Reasonable Return: The proposed variance will improve the return on the property. 

2. Unique Circumstances: The rear yard is only 40 feet in dept, which is less than other rear yards in 

the neighborhood. 

3. Character Alteration: The proposed variance will not alter the character of the neighborhood. 

 

Ms. Whitten seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously (Whitten, Day, Sowards and Snyder). 

 

Old Business-_Approval of 2021 Meeting Schedule: 

Mr. Day made a motion to approve the 2021 meeting schedule.  Mr. Sowards seconded the motion, and it 

passed unanimously. 

 

Adjournment: 

Chairman Snyder adjourned the meeting at 5:45 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Alan Fries 

Acting Secretary, Rock Island Board of Zoning Appeals 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 



 REPORT 

 

 

TO:  Board of Zoning Appeals 

 

FROM: Community and Economic Development Department 

Planning and Redevelopment Division 

 

DATE:  January 26, 2021 

 

SUBJECT: Case #2021-01- Request for variances from the maximum height and maximum 

total area for freestanding signs in an I-2 (heavy industrial) district. 

 

Applicant: 

Jeff Pickrell/Galesburg Sign & Lighting, Inc. 

 

Location: 

3600 78th Avenue West 

 

Request: 

The request is for a variance of 10 feet of the 25 foot maximum height of a freestanding sign and 

a variance of 135 square feet of the 160 square foot maximum sign area allowed for freestanding 

signs in an I-2 (heavy industrial) district.     

   

Size of Property: 

The property measures 74’ x 301’ x 136’ x 358’ x 500’ x 483’ (approximately 198,465 square 

feet, or 4.5 acres). 

 

Zoning History: 

None.  

 

Existing Land Use and Zoning: 

The site is occupied by a trucking facility.  The neighborhood is primarily an industrial area, 

zoned I-1 and I-2.  

 

Topography: 

The site is flat and slightly above street level. 

 

Affected Requirements: 

The Sign Ordinance requires a 25 foot maximum height and a 160 total square foot maximum 

sign area for freestanding signs in an I-2 (heavy industrial) district (Section 4-67 [h]).  The 

applicant proposes to locate a new top identification sign (approximately 33’ x 5.5’) and reuse a 

digital sign (16’ x 5.5’) and a second identification sign (4’ x 4’) on lower sign standards in the 

north front yard.   

 

Conditions to Authorize Variances: 

1. Reasonable Return: The proposed variances will improve the return on the property. 



2. Unique Circumstances: The former top sign cabinet was larger and the total sign height 

was higher than the new sign that being proposed. 

3. Character Alteration: The proposed variances will not alter the character of the 

neighborhood. 

 

Comments: 

The former top sign cabinet was blown down during a summer wind storm and the applicant 

proposes to replace it with a cabinet the same sign as previously, but on less tall support posts.  

The proposed freestanding sign location is the same as the existing sign location, which is 

approximately 135 feet from 78th Avenue West pavement. The former sign cabinet and support 

posts were located on the property when sign regulations allowed for taller and larger total area 

freestanding signs in the I-2 district.  The Sign Ordinance has been changed to reduce the height 

and total sign area allowed.  Since the sign is located a large distance from the roadway, a height 

and area of the sign is justified.   

 

Recommendation: 

That the variance be approved because it will improve the return on the property, the former sign 

was located higher than what is being proposed and it will not alter the character of the 

neighborhood. 
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