Rock Island Preservation Commission Agenda
City Hall, City Council Chamber
1528 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL
September 29, 2021
5:30 PM
Notice: As of August 30, 2021, all persons must wear face coverings while indoors regardless of
vaccination status per Governor Pritzker's Executive Order 2021-20 (COVID-19 Executive Order 87).

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
A. Voting Members
Linda Anderson
Robert Braun
John Daly
Elizabeth DeLong
Paul Fessler
Addison Kimmel
Deb Kuntzi
Diane Oestreich
Mark Schwiebert
B. Associate Members
Jeff Dismer
2. Public Comment
3. Opening Items
A. Approval of the Written Agenda for September 29, 2021
Recommended Motion: Move to approve the written agenda for September 29,
2021.
B. Approval of the August 25, 2021 Meeting Minutes
Recommended Motion: Move to approve the meeting minutes for August 25, 2021.
4. Old Business
A. Case 2021-07: Certificate of Appropriateness Application for Window Replacement at
the Cook-Pearce House at 727 19th Street
Recommended Motion: Move to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for
replacement of the existing picture window with a new picture window of the same
shape and size, the transom window above being replaced with a new transom
window of the same design as the original.

5. New Business
A. Case 2021-08: Certificate of Appropriateness Application for Fence installation at the
Longview Apartments at 1628 18th Avenue
Recommended Motion: Move to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for the
fence installation as described.

6. Other Business
7. Adjournment
Recommended Motion: Move to adjourn.

Rock Island Preservation Commission Minutes
City Hall, City Council Chamber
August 25, 2021
5:30 PM
Voting Members Present

Voting Members Absent

Associate Members Present
Associate Members Absent
Staff Present

Linda Anderson
Robert Braun
Addison Kimmel
Diane Oestreich
Mark Schwiebert
John Daly
Elizabeth DeLong
Paul Fessler
Deb Kuntzi
Jeff Dismer
Miles Brainard

Call to Order and Roll Call
Chair Braun called the meeting to order at 5:46 PM and read the roll call.
Public Comment
There were no comments from the public in attendance.
Approval of the Agenda
Oestreich moved to approve the agenda. Schwiebert seconded the motion. The motion carried
unanimously on a vote of 5 to 0.
Approval of the Previous Meeting Minutes
Anderson moved to approve the minutes for July 21, 2021. Oestreich seconded the motion. The
motion carried unanimously on a vote of 5 to 0.
Old Business
None
New Business
Case 2021-07: Schwiebert moved to table consideration of the application for a certificate of
appropriateness on the grounds that the applicant was not in attendance. Oestreich seconded
the motion. The motion carried unanimously on a vote of 5 to 0.
Other Business
None
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Adjournment
Schwiebert moved to adjourn. Oestreich seconded the motion. The motion carried
unanimously on a vote of 5 to 0 and the meeting adjourned at 6:19 PM.
Minutes submitted by Miles Brainard.
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Report
Rock Island Preservation Commission
To:
From:
Subject:
Case:
Date:

Preservation Commission
Planning & Redevelopment Division
COA Application for Window at the Cook-Pearce House
2021-07
September 24, 2021

An application for a Certificate of Appropriateness has been received for the Cook-Pearce House at 727
19th Street. The proposed work is replacement of a front picture window with two side-by-side doublehung windows and a transom above. The applicant explains in their attached narrative that the existing
window is no longer weather tight, lacks energy efficiency, and because it is a picture window cannot be
utilized for cross ventilation.
The Cook-Pearce House was previously owned by Commission member Paul Fessler and his wife Carol.
They had it landmarked in May 1989 and in the following years undertook an extensive historic
rehabilitation of the house to return it to its original 1894 appearance.
In May 1991, the Fesslers were unanimously granted a certificate of appropriateness to replace the
existing pair of double-hung windows in the front with “a single large paned piece of glass – with
decorative beveled glass above it.” It also included “crown molding and dentils.” This work was done
based on a 1928 photograph that showed a picture window and not a pair of double-hung windows. The
house had been divided into a duplex in the 1940s and it was suspected that the window had been
altered at that time. Moreover, the style of the house is specifically Princess Anne, a less ornate subset
of the better-known Queen Anne style, and the picture window with art glass above in the front is a
notable part of that style.
The picture window that is there today is the same one installed by the Fesslers. The proposed action is,
in effect, a reversal of their work. The residential design guidelines are very specific about windows. “If
total replacement is unavoidable, the replacement windows must match the historic windows in design
and operation, material, glass size, muntin arrangements, profiles, hardware, and trim.” The proposed
replacement of the picture window with two double-hung windows is not in compliance with the
guidelines. Staff recommends against this course of action.
However, thirty years of wear and tear are clearly visible in the photographs provided by the applicant.
An appropriate action would be to replace the existing picture window with a new picture window of
the same shape and size. The new picture window could be redesigned to feature an insulated doublepane of glass. Most of the windows in the house are non-original, so a non-original picture window
would have limited negative impact. The surrounding details would also need to remain the same.
Recommended Motion
Move to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for replacement of the existing picture window with
a new picture window of the same shape and size, the transom window above and woodwork around
being repaired as required.

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION
City of Rock Island Planning Office
City Hall, 1528 3rd Avenue
Rock Island, Illinois 61201
Phone: (309) 732-2900 Fax: (309) 732-2930
Email: planning@rigov.org

LANDMARK INFORMATION
Landmark Address:
727 19th Street, Rock Island 61201

Name and Address of Property Owner:
Barbra Lehto and Tom Thompson - 727 19th Street, Rock Island 61201

Written description of each existing condition and each proposed modification. Include information
relating to dimension, profile, height, materials, landscaping, location, placement, etc. Attach additional
page if necessary.
Replacement of front picture window. Current window: xxxxxxx. Non-functioning. Single sheet of clear glass. Storm window leaks causing
condensation between the two panes and potential rotting of the external sill. The top of the window has a transom with lattice.

Because the window is south-facing, the front room can get up to 90 degrees in the summer. We must keep the shade down at all times. In winter the
front room can drop to 50 degrees.

We would like to replace the window with two functioning, triple-glazed windows with sun protection on the bottom, and a transom with lattice in
between the panes nearly identical to the existing transom. The replacements will be the same color and size as the existing window with the added
benefits of being more energy efficient and long-lasting.

All of the other exterior windows (except two antique windows) have already been replaced with similar, double-hung windows.

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS
 Relevant site plans 
✔ Detail sketches  Elevation drawings 
✔ Photographs  Catalog pages

Name of Architect, contractor or builder:
Anderson Windows

Proposed Timeline of Work:
October 2021

APPLICANT INFORMATION
Name (please print):
Barbra Lehto/Tom Thompson

Phone:
(309) 428-3303

Address:
727 19th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201

Email:
barbralehto@gmail.com

Signature:
My signature indicates that I understand that any advice provided during an "Advice Session" or privately by a
Rock Island Preservation Commission member is not binding pending submittal of the Certificate of
Appropriateness Application.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Case #:
Date:

For more information, please refer to Section 8 of the Rock Island Preservation
Ordinance or Section 11-113 in the Rock Island Code of Ordinances.
Go to www.rigov.org for online advice and downloadable design guidelines or
contact city staff for additional assistance.

Replacement of front picture window.
Current window specifications:
•
•

Size - 72” w x 76” h. Non-functioning.
The top of the window has a transom with lattice.

Reasons for replacing the entire window:
•
•
•
•
•

Because the window is south-facing, the front room can get up to 90 degrees in the summer,
with no way to open it. Shade must be down at all times.
During the winter, the front room can drop to 50 degrees.
The space between the window and storm window leaks when it rains, causing condensation
and rotting.
Replacing the window will increase energy efficiency by reducing the amount of heating and
cooling needed during the year.
Functioning windows will allow us to make use of the Victorian cross-ventilation techniques.

The overall size, color, and location of the window will remain the same. The picture window and
transom will be replaced with two functioning windows below and a nearly identical transom above.

Transom

Main lower window
replaced with two,
double-hung
windows.

We would like to replace the window with two functioning, triple-glazed windows with sun protection
on the bottom, and a transom with lattice in between the panes on the top. The replacements will be
the same color and size as the existing window with the added benefits of being more energy efficient
and long-lasting.
All the other exterior windows (except two antique windows) have already been replaced with similar,
double-hung windows.

The photo above is the window we want to replace. There will be wrap-around flashing to improve the
look of the trim. We also intend to have the decorative accent at the top of the window replaced and
repainted.

The photo at left shows two of the windows
that have already been replaced.

These photos show the north
side of the house with more of
the windows that have been
replaced. As you can see, all of
the ornamental accents have
been maintained.

Condition of the Current Window

Residue on the inside window
left because water and dirt
cascades down the inside of
the window when it rains.
There is no access to this
inside pane, so there is no way
to clean it.

These pictures show the rain coming in the window
and the poor condition of the window itself.

All this damage and wear is
between the outside storm
window and the inside
pane of glass.
There is no way to clean or
repair the damage without
out removing the old
windows.

This is the gap between
the two window panes.
The work was done so
poorly that the glass
doesn’t replace the
previous windows, they
just cover the front and
back holes in the wall.

The original windows
used to sit here.
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Report
Rock Island Preservation Commission
To:
From:
Subject:
Case:
Date:

Preservation Commission
Planning & Redevelopment Division
COA Application for Fencing at the Longview Apartments
2021-08
September 24, 2021

An application for a Certificate of Appropriateness has been received for the Longview Apartments at
1628 28th Avenue. The proposed work is installation of a six-foot tall wood fence around the side yard of
the property. The fence will feature a simple alternating slat design. The fence will remain unpainted
and be allowed to age naturally overtime. The fence complies with the City’s zoning code regulations
and requires no other special approvals or review. The design of the fence is shown in the attached
application.
Staff has reviewed the application and determined that the proposed actions are compliant with the
residential design guidelines and the Preservation Ordinance. The new fence will be historically sensitive
and improve the value of the property.
Recommended Motion
Move to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for the work as described.

