
 

 

Preservation Commission Meeting 
September 11, 2013 

5:15 p.m. 
 Council Chambers 

Third Floor, Rock Island City Hall 
1528 3rd Avenue, Rock Island 

 

AGENDA 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

2. Procedural explanation 

3. Case #2013-5 – Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 700 22nd Street, 
Rock Island, which is known as the Karpeles Museum (former First Church of Christ, 
Scientist).  

4. Case #2013-6 – Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 3912 8th Avenue, 
Rock Island, which is known as the Anna Olsson House.  

5. Case #2013-7 – Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 401 19th Street, Rock 
Island, which is known as the Public Library Main Library.   

6. Case #2013-8 – Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 321 24th Street, Rock 
Island, which is known as Jackson Square (former Illinois Oil Company Building).  

7. Other Business 

8. Adjournment 
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REPORT 
 

TO:   Rock Island Preservation Commission 

FROM:  Brandy Howe, Urban Planner II 
Ben Griffith, Planning & Redevelopment Administrator 

CC:   John N. Snow 

DATE:  July 29, 2013 

SUBJECT: Case #2013-5 – Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 700 22nd Street, Rock 
Island  

 

General Information 

An application for a certificate of appropriateness was submitted on July 26, 2013 for 700 22nd Street, 
which is known as the Karpeles Museum (formerly known as First Church of Christ, Scientist). The 
property is located in the Broadway Historic District and is a Rock Island landmark.   

The applicant proposes to permanently install an historic M1906 120mm cannon on the north and east 
side of the Karpeles Museum. The cannon would be installed on three concrete footings and secured with 
rebar. An ammunition cart will also be installed on three concrete footings and secured with rebar. 
Installation would occur between August and October, 2013. A site plan of the proposed cannon location 
is attached. 

Analysis and Recommendation  

Section 11-113(b) of the Preservation Ordinance indicates that a certificate of appropriateness is required 
for “ornamentation included in a landmark designation or within a historic district if subject to view from 
a public street.” The proposed cannon installation is intended to be visible from the street.  

It is the opinion of staff that the proposed cannon display is in keeping with the intent of the use of the 
property as a historical museum. Staff further finds that the proposed installation will have no negative 
impacts to the historical integrity of the structure. Staff recommends the Commission approve the 
Certificate of Appropriateness submitted for 700 22nd Street.  
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RESOLUTION 
Rock Island Preservation Commission 

Certificate of Appropriateness 
Case #5-2013 

 
WHEREAS, the Rock Island Preservation Commission received an application from John Snow for a 

certificate of appropriateness for to permanently install an historic M1906 120mm cannon on the 
north and east side of the Karpeles Museum located at 700 22nd Street, Rock Island; and 

 
WHEREAS,  700 22nd Street, Rock Island is a locally designated landmark located for which a certificate of 

appropriateness is required for ornamentation included in a landmark designation or within a 
historic district if subject to view from a public street; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Rock Island Preservation Commission determined that the installation of the proposed 

cannon will not adversely affect the historically or architecturally significant features of the 
landmark structure and is consistent with the spirit and purposes of the Preservation Ordinance 
and spirit and function of the historic structure as a museum; and 

 
WHEREAS, City staff further determined that that the proposed installation will not have negative impacts on 

the historical integrity of the structure;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Rock Island Preservation Commission certifies that the 
proposed project as described below is acceptable and consistent with the provisions of the Preservation 
Ordinance and may be conducted by the applicant. 
 

Installation an historic M1906 120mm cannon on the north and east side of the Karpeles Museum; the 
cannon would be installed on three concrete footings and secured with rebar; an ammunition cart will also 
be installed on three concrete footings and secured with rebar; and installation would occur between 
August and October 2013, as depicted in the applicant’s application package.  

Adopted this 11 day of September, 2013 by the Preservation Commission. 
 
APPROVED: 
        C. Vollman, Chair 
 
ATTEST:                                                                        
        Ben Griffith, Secretary 
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REPORT 
 

TO:   Rock Island Preservation Commission 

FROM:  Brandy Howe, Urban Planner II 
Ben Griffith, Planning & Redevelopment Administrator 

CC:   Margaret Babbitt  

DATE:  August 19, 2013 

SUBJECT: Case #2013-6 – Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 3912 8th Avenue, 
Rock Island  

 

General Information 

An application for a certificate of appropriateness was submitted on August 13, 2013 for 3912 8th Avenue, 
known as the Anna Olsson House. The property is a locally designated landmark. The applicant proposes 
to modify a planned home addition previously approved by the Preservation Commission in April 2012 
(see enclosed April 2012 staff report and application drawings).  

Modifications to the approved plan include:  

• Removal of side porch to increase living space for elder care of the owner. The secondary 
entrance would be changed to face north. The platform and stairs would be replaced with wheel 
chair lift when needed. 

• The pantry area off the kitchen would be shifted west to preserve the integrity of the architectural 
features of the back porch. The owners indicated that this is the main working entrance to the 
house and that the previous plan brought the addition too close to the porch and obscured its 
character. 

• The roof structure would be altered to preserve the full window on the second floor. The previous 
plan called for a shorter window, which the owners felt would alter the character of the original 
structure as well as reduce the amount of light in the room.  

• All modifications would match the materials and style of the original structure.  

Analysis and Recommendation  

It is staff’s opinion that the proposed modification to the previously approved building addition continues 
to meet the Architectural Review Guidelines of the Preservation Ordinance. Further, staff also finds that 
the proposed modification to the previously approved plan would maintain the integrity of the original 
building design, but also better retain architecturally significant features of the structure, such as the rear 
window above the proposed new roofline. Staff therefore recommends the Commission approve the 
Certificate of Appropriateness submitted for 3912 8th Avenue. 
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RESOLUTION 
Rock Island Preservation Commission 

Certificate of Appropriateness 
Case #6-2013 

 
WHEREAS, the Rock Island Preservation Commission received an application from Margaret Babbitt for a 

certificate of appropriateness to modify a previously approved certificate of appropriateness for a 
rear building addition at 3912 8th Avenue, Rock Island; and 

 
WHEREAS,  3912 8th Avenue, Rock Island, which is known as the Anna Olsson House, is a locally designated 

landmark for which a certificate of appropriateness is required for any construction requiring a 
building permit that affects the exterior architectural appearance of any landmark; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Rock Island Preservation Commission determined that the proposed modification to the 

previously approved building addition will not adversely affect the historically or architecturally 
significant features of the landmark structure and is consistent with the spirit and purposes of the 
Preservation Ordinance;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Rock Island Preservation Commission certifies that the 
proposed projects, as itemized below and as provided in the application, are acceptable and consistent with the 
provisions of the Preservation Ordinance and may be conducted by the applicant. 

1. The side porch shall be removed with the secondary entrance adjusted to face north. The platform and 
stairs may be replaced with a wheel chair lift in the future when needed by the tenant/owner of the 
structure.  

2. The pantry area off the kitchen shall be shifted west to preserve the integrity of the architectural features 
of the back porch.  

3. The roof structure shall be altered to preserve the full window on the second floor.  

4. All modifications would match the materials and style of the original structure.  

5. The applicant shall adhere to the previously approved certificate of appropriateness except where 
modified by this Resolution.  

Adopted this 11 day of September, 2013 by the Preservation Commission. 
 
APPROVED: 
        C. Vollman, Chair 
 
ATTEST:                                                                        
        Ben Griffith, Secretary 
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REPORT 
 

TO:   Rock Island Preservation Commission 

FROM:  Brandy Howe, Urban Planner II 
Ben Griffith, Planning & Redevelopment Administrator 

CC:   Amy Penry, Assistant Director, Rock Island Public Library 

DATE:  August 19, 2013 

SUBJECT: Case #2013-7 – Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 401 19th Street, Rock 
Island  

 

General Information 

An application for a certificate of appropriateness was submitted on August 12, 2013 for 401 19th Street, 
which is known as the Main Branch of the Rock Island Public Library. The property is a Rock Island 
landmark.   

The applicant proposes to hire Otto Baum Company, Inc. to repair the sandstone chimney on the 
southeast side of the building. The chimney has not been functional for over 60 years. Over time, water 
has accumulated in the chimney, the freeze and thaw of which has caused the joints to bulge and split. Per 
the applicant, the library was constructed in 1903 and it is believed that the chimney in question is part of 
the original structure.  

The repair work proposed by Otto Baum Company includes the following:  

• Dismantle the chimney cap stones and the top 13 courses of stone on the exposed side of the 
chimney.  

• Remove and reconstruct one wythe of brick back up.  
• Refurbish and reinstall existing stone with new back up brick. If original stone bricks may not be 

reinstalled, new sandstone bricks will be fabricated and installed. New stone bricks will be 
fabricated to match existing as much as possible from available stone sources. 

• Existing chimney caps will be reset or a new solid cap will be installed to keep water out of the 
abandoned chimney. 

The applicant notes in the application that some sandblasting may be necessary.  

Analysis and Recommendation  

The Preservation Ordinance indicates that a certificate of appropriateness is required for any repair 
requiring a building permit that would affect the exterior appearance of any landmark structure. The 
Preservation Ordinance also states that “The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the 
gentlest means possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage the historic building 
materials shall not be undertaken.” 

It is the opinion of staff that the proposed chimney repair/maintenance would improve the exterior 
appearance of the structure; however, staff cautions against the use of sandblasting to clean/repair any 
portion of the existing building exterior or its components once removed for repair. Staff recommends 
approval of the work proposed by Otto Baum Company, with the caveat that sandblasting not be used.  
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RESOLUTION 
Rock Island Preservation Commission 

Certificate of Appropriateness 
Case #7-2013 

 
WHEREAS, the Rock Island Preservation Commission received an application from Amy Penry for a 

certificate of appropriateness to conduct reparation work to the chimney located on the southeast 
side of the Rock Island Public Library located at 401 19th Street, Rock Island; and 

 
WHEREAS,  401 19th Street, Rock Island is a locally designated landmark for which a certificate of 

appropriateness is required for any exterior repair work also requiring a building permit; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Rock Island Preservation Commission determined that the proposed chimney repair will not 

adversely affect, but rather improve, the architecturally significant features of the landmark 
structure and is consistent with the spirit and purposes of the Preservation Ordinance; and 

 
WHEREAS, City staff further determined that that the proposed repair, with the exception of potential 

sandblasting, will not have negative impacts on the historical integrity of the structure;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Rock Island Preservation Commission certifies that the 
proposed project as described below, without sandblasting, is acceptable and consistent with the provisions of the 
Preservation Ordinance and may be conducted by the applicant. 
 

• Dismantle the chimney cap stones and the top 13 courses of stone on the exposed side of the chimney.  
• Remove and reconstruct one wythe of brick back up.  
• Refurbish and reinstall existing stone with new back up brick. If original stone bricks may not be 

reinstalled, new sandstone bricks will be fabricated and installed. New stone bricks will be fabricated to 
match existing as much as possible from available stone sources. 

• Existing chimney caps will be reset or a new solid cap will be installed to keep water out of the abandoned 
chimney. 

Adopted this 11 day of September, 2013 by the Preservation Commission. 
 
APPROVED: 
        C. Vollman, Chair 
 
ATTEST:                                                                        
        Ben Griffith, Secretary 
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REPORT 
 

TO:   Rock Island Preservation Commission 

FROM:  Brandy Howe, Urban Planner II 
Ben Griffith, Planning & Redevelopment Administrator 

CC:   Brian Hollenback, Renaissance Rock Island 

DATE:  August 14, 2013 

SUBJECT: Case #2013-8 – Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 321 24th Street, Rock 
Island  

 

General Information 

An application for a certificate of appropriateness was submitted on August 13, 2013 for 321 24th Street, 
Jackson Square, formerly known as the Illinois Oil Company Building. The property is a Rock Island 
landmark.   

The applicant proposes to hire Snyder Construction to conduct the following activities to provide 
additional egress into Jackson Square to better enable rental of the lower level commercial space.  

• Relocate the steel-glass door on the west side of the building (24th Street) approximately 30 feet to 
the north. Fill space from the existing door with a matching commercial storefront window. At the 
existing door threshold, concrete would be poured to fill in and match the existing “curb” in height 
and width. Optional – if preferred by City Building Officials, for the purpose of emergency egress, 
a new door would be installed to the north, keeping the existing door in place. 

• Add a door opening at the back (east) side of the building, cutting into the southernmost existing 
EIFS faux garage door. Install a steel door to match other steel doors on that side of the building, 
which would be painted to match the existing brown EIFS. 

Analysis and Recommendation  

The door installations are proposed to match the existing structure and will not replace historical building 
components, but rather replace doors that were installed during the 2010 renovations to the structure. As 
such, staff finds that the proposed installation will have no negative impacts to the historical integrity of 
the structure. Staff recommends the Commission approve the Certificate of Appropriateness submitted 
for 321 24th Street.  
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RESOLUTION 
Rock Island Preservation Commission 

Certificate of Appropriateness 
Case #8-2013 

 
WHEREAS, the Rock Island Preservation Commission received an application from Brian Hollenback of 

Renaissance Rock Island for a certificate of appropriateness to install new exterior doors at 321 
24th Street, Rock Island; and 

 
WHEREAS,  321 24th Street, Rock Island, which is known as the Illinois Oil Company Building, is a locally 

designated landmark for which a certificate of appropriateness is required for any construction, 
alteration, demolition, repair, or relocation requiring a building permit that affects the exterior 
architectural appearance of any landmark; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Rock Island Preservation Commission determined that the proposed projects will not 

adversely affect the historically or architecturally significant features of the landmark structure and 
is consistent with the spirit and purposes of the Preservation Ordinance;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Rock Island Preservation Commission certifies that the 
proposed projects as itemized below are acceptable and consistent with the provisions of the Preservation 
Ordinance and may be conducted by the applicant. 

 

1. As depicted in the applicant’s application package, add a steel-glass door on the west side of the 
building (24th Street) approximately 30 feet to the north of a similar existing steel door. At the 
threshold, pour concrete to fill in and match the existing “curb” in height and width.  

2. Also as depicted in the applicant’s application package, add a door opening at the back (east) side of 
the building, cutting into the southernmost existing EIFS faux garage door. Install a steel door to 
match other steel doors on that side of the building, which would be painted to match the existing 
brown EIFS. 

Adopted this 11 day of September, 2013 by the Preservation Commission. 
 
APPROVED: 
        C. Vollman, Chair 
 
ATTEST:                                                                        
        Ben Griffith, Secretary 
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