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Rock Island Preservation Commission 
Council Chambers (third floor) City Hall 

1528 – 3rd Avenue 
Regular Meeting 

April 16, 2014 
5:30 PM 

 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 

2. Approval of the written Agenda 
 

3. Approval of the February 19, 2014 meeting minutes  
 
4. Case #2014-1: Consideration of a certificate of appropriateness for 830 22nd 

Street, Rock Island, known as the Young House 
 

5. Consideration of 2013-14 Certified Local Government Annual Report 
 

6. Continued discussion on outreach efforts to owners of historic property 
 
7. Other Business  
 
8. Adjournment 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

UNAPPROVED  
 

MINUTES OF THE PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
MEETING OF FEBRUARY 19, 2014  
CITY OF ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS 

 
The Rock Island Preservation Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Hall 
Council Chambers at 1528 – 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, Illinois.  The meeting was called to order 
by Chairman Colleen Vollman at 5:33 PM.  Present were Commissioners Brent Bogen, Kent 
Cornish, John Strieter, Sue Swords, Colleen Vollman, and Associate Members Linda Anderson 
and Diane Oestreich.  Commissioners Lendol Calder, Craig Kavensky, Mark McVey and Lo Milani 
were absent, as were Associate Members Jeff Dismer and Daryl Empen.   In order to have a 
quorum to conduct business, Chairman Vollman took part in voting for all matters.  Also in 
attendance were Ben Griffith, Brandy Howe and Bruce Crowe.    
 
 

AN ORDER APPROVING THE WRITTEN AGENDA 
The Commission considered the matter of approval of the written agenda.  Commissioner 
Cornish made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Commissioner Swords seconded 
the motion and the Commission voted unanimously to approve the agenda as presented.      
 
 

AN ORDER APPROVING THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 23, 2013 MEETING 
The Commission considered the matter of approval of the minutes of the October 23, 2013 
meeting.  Commissioner Strieter made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  
Commissioner Swords seconded the motion and the Commission voted unanimously to 
approve said minutes as presented. 
 
 

COMMENT TO THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE ON  
PROPOSED DEMOLITION OF 1923-25 – 9TH AVENUE, ROCK ISLAND 

Next there came before the Commission the request from the State Historic Preservation Office 
to provide comments regarding the proposed demolition of 1923-25 – 9th Avenue.  Mr. Griffith 
provided a review of the staff report which had been included with the meeting packet.  He 
stated that according to the tax assessor records, the duplex was built in 1914; however, the 
National Registry paperwork indicated that it had been built in 1916.  He also stated that 
Planning staff had been unaware that the property had been included as “contributing” to the 
National Registry district.  Mr. Griffith provided copies of the National Registry paperwork and 
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the City’s “Architectural Resources Inventory Form” to the Preservation Commissioners to 
supplement the staff report.  He then introduced Chief Housing and Maintenance Inspector 
Bruce Crowe who presented several photographs of the subject property and information 
about the present condition of the structure located there.  After several photographs and 
questions from the Commissioners regarding the condition of the structure, the Commissioners 
stated they had seen enough and Mr. Crowe concluded his presentation. 
 
Associate Member Anderson asked about the lot size and Mr. Griffith answered that it was 
approximately 50 feet wide and 65-70 feet deep, adding that it’s size was non-conforming to 
the zoning regulations.  Associate Member Oestreich stated that although they never liked to 
see a historic structure torn down, the cumulative conditions of the structure supported the 
proposal to demolish it.   
 
Commissioner Cornish asked why they were being asked to provide comments.  Mr. Griffith 
answered that the City intended to use HUD funding to demolish, which generated a Section 
106 review for the State Historic Preservation Office, which in turn asked the Preservation 
Commission to provide comments since the subject property was located within a National 
Registry district.   
 
Chairman Vollman stated she felt the structure was no longer a contributing element to the 
historic district because of the modifications and deteriorated condition of the structure.  
Associate Member Oestreich stated that she respectfully disagreed and the two debated the 
question for a few minutes.  
 
After a brief discussion, Commissioner Cornish made a motion that based on the present 
condition of the house, the Preservation Commission sees no adverse effect with moving 
forward with the proposed demolition of the structure located there.  Commissioner Strieter 
seconded the motion.  After further discussion, it was suggested that the motion be amended.  
Commissioner Cornish made a motion to amend his earlier motion so that it read:  Based on the 
present condition of the structure located at 1923-25 – 9th Avenue and the non-conforming size 
of the lot, the Preservation Commission sees no adverse effect with moving forward with the 
proposed demolition of the structure located there.  Commissioner Bogen seconded the motion 
as modified.  Hearing no further discussion, Chairman Vollman asked the Commissioners if they 
were ready to vote.  The Preservation Commissioners then voted unanimously in the 
affirmative.        
 
 

STAFF UPDATE ON RESTORATION WORK TO THE CENTENNIAL BRIDGE  
COMMISSION BUILDING, 201 – 15TH STREET, ROCK ISLAND  

Next there came before the Commission an update on the restoration work to the Centennial 
Bridge Commission Building, located at 201 – 15th Street in Rock Island at the foot of the 
Centennial Bridge.  Mr. Griffith reviewed the memo which had been included with the meeting 
packet.  He stated that the restoration project was similar to the one at the Main Branch of the 
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Public Library in that it was considered by Planning staff to be a replacement in kind and did not 
require a Certificate of Appropriateness review by the Preservation Commission.  Mr. Griffith 
stated that he wanted to provide the information to the Commissioners to keep them informed 
of the project in case any of them had any questions because of the highly visible location in the 
community. 
 
 

CONTINUED DISCUSSION ON OUTREACH EFFORTS TO OWNERS OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
Chairman Vollman stated that the Rock Island Preservation Society (RIPS) had been doing some 
outreach lately.  Associate Member Anderson stated that RIPS had provided a research 
workshop and felt that most historic property owners wanted to meet in smaller groups in an 
informal setting and referred to the “Renovate QC” website.  Chairman Vollman stated that she 
felt bad that people didn’t feel comfortable coming to the Preservation Commission for advice.  
Associate Member Anderson stated that people don’t want to go before a board and ask, yet at 
the same time, they fuss when others are not doing so.  Commissioner Swords stated that it 
bothers her that the Commission has the power to say what to do, but at the same time, don’t 
have the power to save Audubon, the Villa or any other City or School Board property.  
Commissioner Oestreich stated that the work of RIPS is complimentary to that of the 
Preservation Commission, that they are an advocacy and educational group and that they had 
sent postcards to historic property owners inviting them to come to the Preservation 
Commission for advice sessions.  Chairman Vollman suggested that RIPS and the Preservation 
Commission sit down and discuss issues based on historic preservation.    
 
 

  OTHER BUSINESS 
Ms. Howe stated that she had been contacted by Associate Member Anderson about plaques 
for landmark owners and after searching the office, found a box with about a dozen painted 
clay plaques.  She asked where they had come from and what the Commission’s practice had 
been regarding the awarding or selling of the plaques.  There was a brief discussion regarding 
the plaques and Ms. Howe stated she would look into it further. 
 
Chairman Vollman stated that elections were coming up and that she would no longer be able 
to serve as Chairman due to her upcoming workload which would require her to travel quite a 
bit.  She asked the Commissioners to begin thinking about who might be interested in serving 
as Chairman for the upcoming election. 
 
Commissioner Cornish asked about the sub-committee that was appointed and what were the 
expected deliverables, adding that it was unclear to him what needed to be done.  Chairman 
Vollman answered that the City Attorney had stated that we need to revise the Preservation 
Ordinance to move forward.   
 
Associate Member Oestreich asked about the Driehouse Award that had been on display in the 
trophy case in the City Hall lobby.  Mr. Griffith stated that he would check with the City Clerk.   
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Associate Member Anderson asked if Planning staff could send out postcards to landmark 
property owners inviting them to come to the Preservation Commission for advice on projects, 
adding that the architects are needed on the Commission to answer questions.  Chairman 
Vollman suggested that the historic neighborhoods could place something in their newsletters.  
There was a brief discussion about how to conduct the advisory sessions.    
 
Mr. Griffith stated that no applications had been submitted for the April 16th meeting but while 
the deadline for landmarks had passed, the deadline for COA’s was not until the following 
Tuesday.  He asked the Commissioners to complete their Open Meetings Act training if they 
hadn’t already done so and to forward their certificates to him or the City Clerk.  He concluded 
by asking everyone to be mindful of any ex parte communications and to contact the Planning 
Office with any questions regarding any items on upcoming agendas. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Seeing that there was no further business to discuss, Chairman Vollman asked for a motion to 
adjourn.  Commissioner Cornish made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 PM which was 
seconded by Commissioner Swords.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Preservation 
Commission would be April 16, 2014. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Ben Griffith, AICP     



 

 

Staff Report  
Community & Economic Development Department 
 
To: Members of the Preservation Commission 
From: Brandy Howe, Urban Planner 
Subject:    830 22nd Street, Rock Island (Case #2014-1) 
Date: April 4, 2014   
              
 
Historical Review for 830 22nd Street 

District: Broadway Historic District 
Classification: Landmark 

Applicable Guidelines and Regulations 

Sec. 11-113.  Certificate of Appropriateness  
  
Staff Comments 

An application for a certificate of appropriateness was submitted on March 26, 2014 for exterior 
improvements to structures located at 830 22nd Street. The property is a landmark structure 
known as the Young House and is located in the Broadway National Historic District. The 
applicant is the property owner, Daryl Empen.  

The COA application covers the following improvements and repairs:  

1. Repair front porch eaves (and possible replacement of front porch roof) 
2. Complete section of decorative fence into back yard 
3. Replace lattice on south side of front porch 
4. Replace garage siding with salvaged siding to match house 
5. Possible garage addition 

The applicant provides a thorough description of each of the above listed projects along with 
photos of existing conditions and proposed improvements (see enclosed application).  

In addition to the application, email correspondence (see attached) with Mr. Empen indicated 
that the depiction of the proposed garage with siding and windows added, but without the 
addition, is an earlier rendition created prior to consideration of an addition. The proposed 
treatment for the garage without the addition is somewhat different and would not include the 
awning or the window. The garage siding would be replaced with wood clapboard with a 2 ½ 
inch reveal, as indicated in the application. However, instead of the treatment as depicted in the 
application, the applicant plans to use the existing garage door, or another very similar salvaged 
wood door, with three horizontal panes.  

Planning staff has reviewed the application materials. The Chief Building Official has also 
reviewed this application and has been onsite with the applicant and has no concerns with the 
proposed projects. It is staff’s opinion that the proposed work, as depicted in the application and 
described above, complies with the requirements in the Preservation Ordinance. Staff 
recommends that the applicant submit a separate COA application for the garage addition at a 
time when the designs have been finalized.  

Recommended Motion  

Move to approve the certificate of appropriateness for the work listed in 1-4 as described in the 
application and above.  
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Certificate of Appropriateness Application 
March 2014 
 
Frank & Caroline Young House] 
830 22nd Street 
Owners: Daryl & Cynthia Empen 
 
This COA covers several items that we plan to improve or repair over next few years.  This 
includes: 

 Repair of front porch eaves (and possible replacement of front porch roof) 

 Complete section of decorative fence into back yard 

 Replace lattice on south side of front porch 

 Replace siding on Bullock garage with salvaged siding to match house 

 Possible addition to garage 
 
FRONT PORCH ROOF 
 
Our front porch has a metal roof with yankee gutters that have been leaking for years, if not 
decades.  Back in 2005, we were approved to line the gutters with an elastomeric membrane.  
This solution worked for several years, but we are experiencing several leaks once again.  These 
continuing leaks have led to severe deterioration of the large eaves directly underneath, 
especially on the very front.  We wish to replace the beadboard on the front porch, starting 
with the front.   
 
Our first step will be to remove the beadboard along the front edge, and we would like to leave 
this open for a few months (we will tack on screen so birds or animals do not get into the roof 
structure).  This will allow the wood to dry out, and also for us to monitor the gutters from 
underneath to see how extensive the leaks are, and where they originate.  If just a few spots, 
we will caulk any holes, and maintain the metal roof.  If the leaks are extensive, we will consider 
replacing the roof with a standing seam metal roof, rolled roofing, or asphalt shingles.  In either 
case, the roof structure will have to be taken off, including the metal and 1x6 boards 
underneath, so that new rafters can be sistered in to the existing rafters to take out the bend 
for the gutter (see cutaway diagram). 
 
We would like to replace the existing beadboard with a PVC beadboard product (see photo).  
We initially looked at plywood panels, which would be easy to install, but these would create a 
seam every 8 feet.  Using the PVC would allow us to stagger the seams, and also prevent future 
rot, even if the roof continues to leak in the future.  If we maintain the current roof structure, 
we would also like install small 2 or 4 inch round vents along the center of the eaves to allow 
for ventilation in the event of leaking.   
 
We would like immediate approval for replacing the current beadboard with PVC beadboard.  If 
the commission is comfortable, we would also request approval to replace the roof if needed.  
If the commission would like more details on this, we can submit this at a later date, once we 



gets cost estimates for a new metal roof versus shingles.  The landmark Drack House at 836 
22nd Street, right next door, currently has a standing seam metal roof, so there is precedence 
for this. 
 
BACKYARD FENCE 
 
In 2004, we were approved to install a decorative privacy fence in the backyard.  We completed 
the fence, but had one small remaining section remaining separating the side yard from the 
back.  We are requesting approval to finish this small 8 foot section with a shorter decorative 
fence, archway, and gate.   
 
The design would maintain the overall look of the existing fence, but replace the chain link 
fence that currently exists.   
 
The fence would be made of cedar, using 2x2 pickets, and we would stain antique white to 
match the rest of the fence.  We wish to install a decorative arch over the gate, using a single 
post.  The final design may vary slightly from the proposed pictures, but not the materials. 
 
REPLACE LATTICE ON SOUTH SIDE OF FRONT PORCH 
 
Sometime in the next two years, we would like to replace the existing lattice screening the 
south side of our front porch.  We are not sure when the existing one was installed.  We would 
like to install a more decorative wood trellis, using the arched pattern on our porch skirts and 
used in our backyard fence.  The structure will certainly not be permanent, and will be mounted 
on posts and attached to the porch columns with a small wooden brace for support (as the 
current one is now). 
 
REPLACE SIDING ON BULLOCK GARAGE 
 
The detached garage is not original to the house, and has wide Masonite siding.  We would like 
to re‐side the garage to match the house.  I have salvaged narrow clapboard from Rock Island 
homes before demolition over the years, and have enough to replace all of the siding. 
 
We would replace the existing siding with wood clapboard with a 2 ½ inch reveal to match the 
house.  We would install corner boards on the corners, and install a window on the south side.  
The window was a salvaged window from Habitat ReStore.  In the two peaks, we would like to 
use wood or cement‐board shakes. 
 
At some point in the next 2‐3 years, we would like to add an addition to the east side (facing 
the house) to the garage, but do not have final designs completed for this yet.  The addition 
would be in keeping with design of the garage (see tentative design first draft in illustrations). 
 



 

Front Porch Northeast corner (looking towards 
22nd Street) 

Front Porch Northeast Corner (looking North 
towards neighbor) 

Front Porch Southwest Corner (looking 
West  
towards back of house) Standing water 
along both sides. 

Front Porch looking South 



View of home from front 

Views of damaged beadboard along front 
and corners of front porch roof 

Cutaway of front porch.  If decide to tear off ex-
isting roof, would have to sister in new joist to 
make new pitch extend all the way to edge of roof, 
and take out slope for existing yankee gutter. 



PVC Beadboard from Lowes.  

Round Soffit Vents from Home Depot.  Would in-
stall one vent every 16 or 24 inches, or less if feel 
adequate ventilation is accomplished. 



Proposed Backyard fence as seen from East entering back yard. 

Proposed Backyard fence as seen from West exiƟng back yard. 



ExisƟng chain link fence into back yard. 

Backyard fence aŌer compleƟon in 2005. 



Current Laƫce, South side of front porch 

Proposed Laƫce, South side of front porch 



ExisƟng Garage 

Proposed Garage aŌer siding and windows added. 



TentaƟve Garage AddiƟon First DraŌ 

TentaƟve Garage AddiƟon First DraŌ 



 

 
 

RESOLUTION 
Rock Island Preservation Commission 

Certificate of Appropriateness 
Case #1-2014 

 
WHEREAS, the Rock Island Preservation Commission received an application from Daryl Empen for a 

certificate of appropriateness for exterior renovations at 830 22nd Street, Rock Island; and 
 
WHEREAS,  830 22nd Street, Rock Island, which is known as the Young House, is a locally designated 

landmark for which a certificate of appropriateness is required for any construction, alteration, 
demolition, repair, or relocation requiring a building permit that affects the exterior 
architectural appearance of any landmark; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Rock Island Preservation Commission determined that the proposed projects will not 

adversely affect the historically or architecturally significant features of the landmark structure 
and is consistent with the spirit and purposes of the Preservation Ordinance;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Rock Island Preservation Commission certifies that the proposed 
exterior renovation projects as itemized below are acceptable and consistent with the provisions of the 
Preservation Ordinance and may be conducted by the applicant.  

1. As described and depicted in the application package, repair front porch eaves by removing and 
replacing the beadboard with PVC beadboard along the front edge and caulking any leaky holes. If 
leaks are not extensive, the existing metal roof will remain. If leaks are extensive, the existing metal 
roof will be replaced with a standing seam metal roof, rolled roofing, or asphalt shingles. In either case, 
the roof structure will be taken off, including the metal and 1x6 boards so that new rafters can be 
sistered in to the existing rafters to take out the bend for the gutter. If the current roof structure is 
maintained, the applicant will install small, 2 or 4 inch round vents along the center of the eaves to 
allow for ventilation.  

2. As described and depicted in the application package, complete an eight foot section of decorative 
privacy fence into back yard using 2x2 cedar pickets and install a decorative arch over the gate using a 
single post.  

3. As described and depicted in the application package, replace the existing lattice screening on the 
south side of front porch with a decorative wood trellis using the arch pattern to match the backyard 
fence. Lattice screening shall be mounted on posts and attached to the porch columns with a small 
wooden brace.  

4. As described in the application package, replace garage siding with salvaged wood clapboard siding 
with a 2 ½ inch reveal to match house.   

5. If construction of the above described projects is not commenced on within three years, this certificate 
of appropriateness shall expire and the applicant shall obtain a new certificate of appropriateness.   

Adopted this 16 day of April, 2014 by the Preservation Commission. 
 
APPROVED: 
        C. Vollman, Chair 
 
ATTEST:                                                                        
        Ben Griffith, Secretary 
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I. Historic Preservation Staff 

The City of Rock Island employs one full time staff person that is dedicated to historic preservation.  

II. Certificates of Appropriateness 

Six applications for certificates of appropriateness were filed in Fiscal Year 2013-2014. Four applications 
were considered at two meetings due to a lack of a quorum to approve or deny proposed requests.   

Property Address Date Request Vote 

833 17th Street 5/29/2013 Repair and extend fence and install 
backyard storage shed 

Approved unanimously   

700 22nd Street 8/28/2013 Installation of a WWII era cannon 
on the front lawn of museum for 
permanent display 

Considered (no quorum 
present to vote) 

3912 8th Avenue 8/28/2013 Revision to a previously approved 
COA for home addition 

Considered (no quorum 
present to vote) 

401 19th Street 8/28/2013 Repair stone brick chimney at the 
Main Branch of the Public Library 

Considered (no quorum 
present to vote) 

321 24th Street 8/28/2013 Addition of two exterior doors Considered (no quorum 
present to vote) 

700 22nd Street 9/11/2013 Installation of a WWII era cannon 
on the front lawn of museum for 
permanent display 

Approved unanimously   

3912 8th Avenue 9/11/2013 Revision to a previously approved 
COA for home addition 

Approved unanimously   

401 19th Street 9/11/2013 Repair stone brick chimney at the 
Main Branch of the Public Library 

Approved unanimously   

321 24th Street 9/11/2013 Addition of two exterior doors Approved unanimously   

700 22nd Street 10/23/2013 Installation of a second WWII era 
cannon on the front lawn of 
museum for permanent display 

Approved unanimously   

III. Certificates of Economic Hardship 

The Preservation Commission considered no applications for certificates of economic hardship in Fiscal 
Year 2013-2014.  

IV. Landmark Designations 

Two properties were designated by the Preservation Commission as local landmarks in Fiscal Year 2013-
2014. An appeal of the landmark designation of the Audubon School was submitted by the property 
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owner and was considered by the City Council on May 13, 2013. The City Council rescinded the 
Preservation Commissions decision to landmark the property.   

Property Address Date Property Name Outcome 

2617 18th Avenue 4/24/2013 Audubon School  Approved 

917 19th Street 4/24/2013 KT & Netta [Bartholomew] Anderson House Approved 

2617 18th Avenue 5/13/2013 Audubon School  Rescinded  

V. Survey 

Nearly two-thirds of the City of Rock Island (approximately 9,000 buildings) underwent an architectural 
survey in 1984. This was supplemented by an additional 667 buildings surveyed in seven separate 
neighborhoods in 1998.  

In 2000, new photographs and intensive survey work regarding house plan and integrity were conducted 
for the 200 homes that are part of the United States Housing Corporation Houses built in 1918-19. In 
2003-04, much effort was dedicated to completing information for the Illinois Historic Preservation 
Agency’s HAARGIS (Historic Architectural and Archeology Geographic Information System) database 
project. Necessary corrections and additional information (e.g. architectural details, house name, etc.) 
were provided for each of Rock Island’s existing HAARGIS entries (over 900 records), with 50 new 
properties added. 

In 2009-10, a large database of information on buildings and historical associations was collected as part 
of the 100 Most Significant Unprotected Structures project, with 342 addresses researched. In June 
2011, an on-line database of Rock Island’s Architectural Resources Inventory went live. The inventory 
contains drop down menus that can sort in the following categories: alphabet, designation type, name, 
architectural style or type, decade of construction, architect or builder, and street name.  The database 
can be found at www.rigov.org/BusinessDirectoryii.aspx.  

In 2013, Chairman Vollman and Associate Members Anderson and Oestreich initiated the process to 
prepare a preliminary list of properties in downtown Rock Island that are eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places. This project is underway and has not been completed.  

No additional surveys have been completed in Rock Island during Fiscal Year 2013-14. 

VI. National Register 

No new National Register of Historic Places applications were prepared within the municipal boundaries 
of Rock Island during FY 2013-14.  

VII. Properties Monitored through Section 106 Reviews 

Staff conducts Section 106 reviews for certain U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) programs administered by the City of Rock Island, including the Neighborhood Stabilization and 

http://www.rigov.org/BusinessDirectoryii.aspx
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Lead Healthy Homes programs. The following table lists properties and projects for which Section 106 
review was conducted.  

Property Address Project Submitted to 
SHPO 

SHPO Concurrence 
Received 

1520 7th Street  Emergency demolition 4/11/2013 None received 
916 7th Street Demolition 4/11/2013 None received 
2503 17th Avenue Roof repair/replacement 7/3/2013 7/12/2013 
1821 6th Street Roof repair/replacement 7/9/2013 7/12/2013 
4 Waverly Drive Roof repair/replacement 7/25/2013 8/22/2013 
1006 29th Avenue Roof repair/replacement 7/25/2013 8/22/2013 
901 33rd Avenue Roof repair/replacement 7/25/2013 8/22/2013 
916 6th Street Construction 7/26/2013 8/22/2013 
4438 10th Avenue Roof repair/replacement 8/8/2013 8/22/2013 
Friendship Manor Villas Construction 8/12/2013 8/27/2013 
1815 12th Street Rehabilitation 8/26/2013 9/4/2013 
2731 8 1/2 Avenue  Roof repair/replacement 9/4/2013 9/18/2013 
1041 12th Street Roof repair/replacement 9/4/2013 9/18/2013 
1001 12th Street Roof repair/replacement 9/4/2013 9/18/2013 
1540 44th Street Concrete replacement 9/4/2013 9/18/2013 
1418 9th Street Roof repair/replacement 8/22/2013 8/23/2013 
1313 14th Street Roof repair/replacement 9/16/2013 10/3/2013 
2514 12th Street Gutter installation 9/16/2013 10/3/2013 
1308 7th Street Concrete replacement 9/16/2013 10/3/2013 
702 12th Avenue Roof repair/replacement 9/20/2013 10/3/2013 
927 14th Avenue Roof repair/replacement 9/16/2013 10/3/2013 
1604 9th Street Roof repair/replacement 9/16/2013 10/3/2013 
2224 32nd Street Roof repair/replacement 9/16/2013 10/3/2013 
417 9th Street Roof repair/replacement 9/27/2013 10/11/2013 
1924 11th Street Roof and gutter replacement 9/27/2013 10/11/2013 
2017 32nd Street Roof repair/replacement 10/2/2013 10/16/2013 
3518 11th Street Garage demolition 9/25/2013 10/10/2013 
817 24th Avenue Concrete replacement 9/27/2013 10/11/2013 
1613 12th Street Roof repair/replacement 9/27/2013 10/11/2013 
1926 9 1/2 Street Roof repair/replacement 10/11/2013 10/31/2013 
1017 14th Avenue Gutter replacement 10/11/2013 10/31/2013 
1927 16th Street Gutter replacement 10/11/2013 10/31/2013 
1812 8th Street Gutter replacement 10/11/2013 10/31/2013 
907 43rd Avenue Roof repair/replacement 10/22/2013 11/6/2013 
1504 14th Street Lead abatement 10/11/2013 10/31/2013 
2812 8th Avenue Concrete replacement 10/22/2013 11/6/2013 
1543 14th Street Demolition 11/14/2013 11/27/2013 
1100 6th Street Demolition 11/14/2013 11/27/2013 
1611 8th Street Demolition 11/14/2013 11/27/2013 
1423 6th Street Demolition 11/14/2013 11/27/2013 
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Property Address Project Submitted to 
SHPO 

SHPO Concurrence 
Received 

1625 7th Street Demolition 11/14/2013 11/27/2013 
1626 8th Street Demolition 11/14/2013 11/27/2013 
900 12th Street Demolition 11/14/2013 11/27/2013 
1316 10th Street Demolition 11/14/2013 11/27/2013 
1923-25 9th Avenue Demolition 11/15/2013 3/18/2014 
1425 24½ Street Roof repair/replacement 11/15/2013 11/26/2013 
2035 36th Street Roof repair/replacement 11/15/2013 11/26/2013 
2102 15th Street Lead abatement 11/20/2013 12/6/2013 
2419 9th Street Roof repair/replacement 11/25/2013 12/11/2013 
2812 8th Avenue Lead abatement 12/27/2013 1/10/2014 
1833 9th Street Lead abatement 12/30/2013 1/15/2014 
530 21st Street Lead abatement 12/30/2013 1/15/2014 

VIII. Preservation Commission Activities 

The activities of the Preservation Commission and staff for FY 2013-14 are detailed as follows:  

April 2013 

• Public hearing and approved landmark designation of 2617 18th Avenue, Audubon School.   
• Public hearing and approved landmark designation of 917 19th Street, K.T. & Netta [Bartholomew] 

Anderson House in the Broadway Historic District.  
• Provided comments to the Planning Commission on a rezoning request of 520 18th Street, which is 

adjacent to 602 18th Street, Kohn-Bradford House. 
• Considered and recommended submittal to the Illinois Historic Preservation agency of the 2012-13 

Certified Local Government Annual Report. 
• Considered draft procedures for the establishment of a Preliminary Determination Subcommittee. 

May 2013 

• Elections of Chair and Vice Chair of the Commission. Commission Colleen Vollman was elected Chair and 
Commissioner Brent Bogen was elected Vice Chair.  

• Appointments of Associate Members. Diane Oestreich, Jeff Dismer, Linda Anderson, and Daryl 
Empen were reappointed as Associate Members of the Commission. 

• Considered and approved a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to extend an existing fence and 
install a backyard storage shed at 833 17th Street, Fiebig House in the Broadway Historic District.  

• Considered draft by-laws and created a three person subcommittee to revise the proposed by-laws 
and present to the Commission at a future meeting. 

August 2013 

• Considered a COA to revise a previously approved COA for a home addition at 3912 8th Avenue, 
Anna Olsson House.  
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• Considered a COA to install a WWII era cannon on the front lawn of a museum for permanent 
display, 700 22nd Street, Karpeles Museum, in the Broadway Historic District.  

• Considered a COA to repair the stone brick chimney at the Main Branch of the Public Library at 401 
19th Street. 

• Considered a COA to install two exterior doors at 321 24th Street, Jackson Square (former Illinois Oil 
Company).  

• Discussion of potential outreach on preservation issues to the general public and owners of 
properties on Rock Island’s 100 Most Significant Structures list.  

• Update on an effort by Chairman Vollman and Associate Members Anderson and Oestreich to 
prepare a preliminary list of properties in downtown Rock Island that are eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places.  

September 2013 

• Considered and approved a COA to revise a previously approved COA for a home addition at 3912 
8th Avenue, Anna Olsson House.  

• Considered and approved a COA to install a WWII era cannon on the front lawn of a museum for 
permanent display, 700 22nd Street, Karpeles Museum, in the Broadway Historic District.  

• Considered and approved a COA to repair stone brick chimney at the Main Branch of the Public 
Library at 401 19th Street. 

• Considered and approved a COA to install two exterior doors at 321 24th Street, Jackson Square 
(former Illinois Oil Company).  

October 2013 

• Considered and approved a COA to install a second WWII era or earlier cannon on the front lawn of 
a museum for permanent display, 700 22nd Street, Karpeles Museum, in the Broadway Historic 
District.  

• Provided comments to the City Council on a modification to a special use permit for 1808 7th 
Avenue, which is located across the street from 1906 7th Avenue, Potter House. 

• Appointed an Ordinance Review Subcommittee based on outcomes of June Bylaws Subcommittee 
meeting.  

• Continued discussion of outreach efforts on preservation issues. 

February 2014 

• Provided comments to the State Historic Preservation Agency on a proposed demolition of 1923-25 
9th Avenue, a duplex in the Broadway Historic District.  

• Continued discussion of outreach efforts on preservation issues. 
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IX. New Commissioner Resumes 

The Rock Island Preservation Commission welcomed new Commissioners Brent Bogen and Sue Swords 
on March 27, 2013. 

Brent Bogen 

• Illinois Wesleyan University – B.A. in Political Science - 2008 
• DePaul University College of Law – J.D. – 2011 

o Certificate in Business Law 
o CALI Excellence for the Future Award in Real Estate Transactions 

Brent Bogen is a Quad-Cities native who, having completed his education in 2011, returned to the area 
to settle in Rock Island. He and his wife purchased their home on 36th Street largely due to the excellent 
job of the prior owners in preserving many of the original characteristics of the house, which was built in 
1940. Brent is an attorney at Katz, Huntoon & Fieweger, P.C. 

Brent concentrates his law practice at Katz, Huntoon & Fieweger in residential and commercial real 
estate, including representing lending institutions, investors, and individuals. He also represents area 
businesses in corporate and contract matters as well as aiding individuals in estate planning and probate 
matters. 

Sue Swords 

• Augustana College – B.A.  
• Western Illinois University – M.A.  

Susan Swords is a 39-year resident of Rock Island and co-owner of a home designed by George 
Stauduhar. She has 35 years of experience as a high school English teacher and has been the owner of 
Swords Senior Support, Inc. for the past 7 years. Ms. Swords has four adult children, all graduates of 
Rock Island High School.  

• Member of the National Trust for Historic Preservation—40+ years 
• Charter member of Landmarks Preservation Council of Illinois 
• Active in trying to save the Chicago Stock Exchange 
• Active in saving the old Chicago Public Library, now the Chicago Cultural Center 
• Member of Rock Island Preservation Society—25+ years 
• Secretary of Highland Park Historic District Executive Board 
• Active in trying to save a portion of the Villa School 

X. Informational/Educational Activities 

The Rock Island Preservation Commission and staff participated in the following informational and 
educational activities during Fiscal Year 2013-14.  

• Brandy Howe, Planning Staff, completed the National Preservation Institute’s “Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards: Treatment Considerations” training in May 2013.  



Certified Local Government Annual Report   City of Rock Island, Illinois 

April 1, 2013   8 

• Associate Member Oestreich wrote a press release and column for Argus/Dispatch for Rock Island 
Preservation Awards on May 19, 2013.  

• Associate Member Anderson presented Rock Island Preservation Awards at Rock Island City Council 
Meeting, May 20, 2013. 

• Brandy Howe, Planning Staff, completed the National Preservation Institute’s “Section 106: An 
Introduction” training in June 2013. 

• Associate Members Anderson and Oestreich attended Statewide Preservation Conference in 
Evanston, June 27-29. 2013 

• Associate Members Anderson and Oestreich served on Arsenal Gateway Steering Committee 
(through July 2013), which addressed historic preservation in that area. 

• Associate Member Anderson presented a program “The Denkmann-Hauberg Gardens – A Pictorial 
History of a Jens Jensen Landscape” on July 21, 2013 at the German American Heritage Center in 
Davenport, Iowa. 

• Associate Member Oestreich served on Broadway Historic District 25th Anniversary Planning 
Committee (several months in advance) that took place on September 28, 2013. 

• Associate Members Empen and Oestreich designed and printed placards for 29 homes in the 700-
800 block of 22nd Street which were posted during Broadway Anniversary Street Festival in 
September 2013. 

• Associate Member Anderson manned a display at the September Broadway 25th Anniversary event 
featuring Rock Island tour brochures, Rock Island’s Most Significant Unprotected Structures List and 
links to Historic Neighborhood and Historic Preservation information on the City of Rock Island and 
Rock Island Preservation Society’s websites. 

• Associate Members Anderson and Oestreich organized and coordinated a visit from Bonnie 
McDonald and Frank Butterfield of Landmarks Illinois. Several meetings were also arranged with city 
staff, potential developers, and the general public on September 5, 2013.  

• Associate Members Anderson and Oestreich guided people researching their house history at RIPS 
workshop at RI County Historical Society on October 16, 2013.  

• Brandy Howe and Ben Griffith, Planning Staff, attended the National Alliance of Preservation 
Commission’s “Preservation Short Course” on October 30, 2013.  

• Associate Member Empen assisted with Great Unveiling of neighbors Steve and Hope McAtee’s 
historic home at 735 22nd Street during the Broadway Anniversary Street Festival. 

• Associate Member Empen designed, printed, and framed the 2013 Preservation Awards for the Rock 
Island Preservation Society. 

• Associate Member Empen created a video for the Broadway Historic District for use on the website, 
promoting the annual Tour of Homes, and updated for the Anniversary Street Festival. 

• Associate Member Empen served as Chairman of Rock Island Economic Growth Corporation, which 
used Neighborhood Stabilization Program II grant to rehabilitate over 40 homes in Rock Island, 
including several historic homes in the Broadway Historic District.  One of these homes was a local 
landmark, and another was landmarked after completion of the project. 

• Associate Member Oestreich guided a walking tour of 22nd Street during Broadway Anniversary 
Street Festival.  
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• Associate Member Oestreich served as the Northwest Regional Advisor to Landmarks Illinois.  
• Associate Member Oestreich served as a panelist in "Broadway – It’s A Hit! Tales of the Genesis and 

Development of the Broadway Historic District” at RI Library, January 28, 2014 
• Associate Member Empen continues to maintain the Broadway Historic District website including all 

design and content (www.broadwaydistrict.org).  
• Associate Member Empen continues to serve as an active member and Treasurer of Rock Island 

Preservation Society. 
• Associate Member Oestreich continues to serve as active member and recording secretary of Rock 

Island Preservation Society. 
• Associate Member Anderson continued as Rock Island Preservation Society’s delegate to 

Neighborhood Partners. 
• Associate Member Anderson continued contributing articles to Rock Island Preservation Society’s 

quarterly newsletter. 
• Associate Member Anderson was elected Vice President, Neighborhood Partners, February 24, 

2014. 

XI. Preservation Commission Membership and Attendance 

The Rock Island Preservation Commission conducted six meetings during Fiscal Year 2013-14. In addition 
to the meetings listed below, a Bylaws Subcommittee was established and met on June 19, 2013. 
Members present at that meeting included Vollman, Bogen, and Oestreich as well as Ben Griffith and 
Brandy Howe. 

Name 4/24/13 5/29/13 8/28/13 9/11/13 10/23/13 2/19/14 % Attend 

B. Bogen Y Y Y Y N Y 83% 

L. Calder Y Y N Y Y N 67% 

K. Cornish Y Y N N Y Y 67% 

C. Kavensky Y Y N Y Y N 67% 

M. McVey Y Y N Y Y N 67% 

I. Milani Y N Y Y N N 50% 

J. Strieter Y Y N Y Y Y 83% 

S. Swords N Y Y Y Y Y 83% 

C. Vollman Y Y Y Y Y Y 100% 

L. Anderson (A) Y Y Y N N Y 67% 

J. Dismer (A) Y N Y N N N 33% 

D. Empen (A) N Y N N N N 17% 

D. Oestreich (A) Y Y Y N Y Y 83% 

 

http://www.broadwaydistrict.org/
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XII. Commission Sponsored Publications 
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XIII. New Landmark Designation 
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Appendix: Landmark Nominations 

 



 

 

 

Landmark Nomination Report 

917 19th Street, Rock Island, IL 

K.T. & Netta [Bartholomew] Anderson House 
 

 

Prepared by: Linda Anderson, representing Rock Island Preservation Society 

Landmark Designation Approved by the Preservation Commission on April 24, 2013 
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Landmark Nomination Report 

Former Audubon School 
Prepared by: Alexandra Elias of San Diego, CA 

 

Landmark Designation Approved by the Preservation Commission on April 24, 2013 
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