Rock Island Preservation Commission
Meeting Date: Wednesday, Oct. 27, 2010
Meeting Begins 4:00 p.m.
Personnel Conference Room
Basement, Rock Island City Hall
REVISED MEETING AGENDA

1.

Call to Order

2.

Roll Call

3.

Approval of the Minutes of the September 22, 2010 Regular Meeting

4.

Advisory Session for Tim Ross, New Owner of 715 20 Street
For rear yard and front yard fences, gate across driveway, and perhaps misc. other items

5.

Comment on Board of Zoning Appeals Case for 843 20 Street

6.

Discussion of 2011 CLG Grant Application

7.

Other Business

8.

Adjournment

th

th

Rock Island, Illinois > 309.732.2900 > www.rigov.org

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE
ROCK ISLAND PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Regular Meeting

4:00 p.m.

September 22, 2010
rd

Location: Personnel Conference Room, Rock Island City Hall, 1528 3 Avenue, Rock Island, IL
Attendance:

( X ) Present

(

) Absent

( X ) Steve Andich
( X ) Bob Braun
( X ) Lendol Calder
( X ) David Cordes
( X ) Kent Cornish
( X ) Jane Koski
( ) Mark McVey

( ) John Strieter
( X ) Stephen Warren
( X ) Linda Anderson (Assoc.)
( ) Jeff Dismer (Assoc.)
( X ) Daryl Empen (Assoc.)
( X ) Diane Oestreich (Assoc.)

Staff Present: Alan Carmen, Jill Doak, Ellen Adams
Chairman Braun called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m.
Approval of Minutes of the September 2, 2010 Special Meeting
Commissioner Andich moved to approve the minutes of the September 2, 2010 Special Meeting.
Commissioner Calder seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
th

Comment on Board of Zoning Appeals Case for 2103 18 Avenue (Revised)
Ms. Doak gave the staff report. Ben Reeder has requested to install a shed on his property in close proximity to an
existing garage. Mr. Reeder amended his initial request. He has applied for a variance from the BZA for two feet of the
six foot separation required between structures on the same property. The request is to locate the 6 x 12 foot
prefabricated shed four feet south of the garage. Staff feels that a four foot separation will make it possible to maintain
the south side of the stucco garage. The shed will not be placed on a slab or permanent foundation. Staff recommends
the Commission comment to the BZA that location of the shed four feet from the historic garage will allow enough space
to maintain both the garage and the shed.
Commissioner Koski moved to approve the staff recommendation for a positive comment to the BZA regarding the Case
th
for 2103 18 Avenue.
Commissioner Warren seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
th

Case #2010-08 – Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 2103 18 Avenue, which is located in Highland
Park Historic District
Ms. Doak explained the design of the proposed shed. The shed will be made of wood with vertical grooves, a shallow
gable roof, and doors on side hinges. Preservation Commission approved a similar shed in 2005 which was also in
Highland Park. It is a very removable structure that does not require a building permit. The only detriment the shed would
th
have on the site is its location visible to 18 Avenue. This is unavoidable, however, due to site constraints and the
applicant’s desire for the shed to be visible from the house. Staff recommends the Commission approve the Certificate of
th
Appropriateness for construction of a shed at 2103 18 Avenue because it is very simple in design and is a removable
feature that would not negatively affect the historic fabric of the home or neighborhood.
Commissioner Oestreich suggested that Mr. Reeder install a gutter on the side towards the garage. Without a gutter,
water will splash onto the garage.
Commissioner Cordes stated that installation of a shed is better than making changes to the historic garage.
Commissioner Andich made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for construction of the shed at 2103
th
18 Avenue because it is a removable feature that is simple in design.
Commissioner Cornish seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
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Case #2010-09 – Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 1029 3 Avenue, which is known as the SchriverNettles House
Applicant John Viren was not able to attend the meeting in person, so he joined the Commission via speakerphone.
Ms. Doak gave the staff report. Dr. Viren has applied for a COA to extend the deadline for Case #2009-7 which was
approved by the Commission on July 22, 2009. The request was to remove and reconstruct the wraparound back porch
on the house. The deadline for the reconstruction and painting of the porch was September 1, 2010. Dr. Viren would like
to extend that deadline to July 31, 2011. Demolition of the porch has occurred, as well as work on the foundation. Staff
recommends the Commission approve the extended deadline. Ms. Doak asked Dr. Viren whether any of the porch
materials, such as the gingerbread work, were salvaged.
Dr. Viren stated that he is storing materials from the porch in the dining room.
Commissioner Cordes inquired about the anticipated schedule of work on the porch.
Dr. Viren explained that foundation, posts, and lattice work will be completed. There is currently work, particularly
electrical, being done on the interior of the home.
Commissioner Andich moved to approve the COA to extend the deadline of reconstruction and painting of the porch by
the proposed date.
Commissioner Cordes seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously.
Chairman Braun asked what would happen if the deadline extension was not granted.
Mr. Carmen answered that time consuming enforcement proceedings would have to begin.
Discussion of 2011 CLG Grant Application
Ms. Doak said that she spoke to Mike Ward, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency CLG coordinator, concerning the two
grant ideas that were discussed during the August meeting: a website to provide contractor recommendations and
restoration guidance and a reprint of Picturesque Tri-Cities.
Ms. Doak spoke with the creator and webmaster of the Des Moines Rehabbers Club website, Steve Wilke-Shapiro. The
website is built on a content management platform system called Drupal, which works better than an html based site. Mr.
Wilke-Shapiro said that the website was very time consuming to create, but he spends only one to two hours a week on
its maintenance. Anyone can fill out a comment sheet, but it is not posted on the website until it is approved by Mr. WilkeShapiro. He mentioned that as rule, he does not approve negative comments on contractors to be posted. Also, if a
contractor wants to be listed on the site, they must get a customer to recommend them. The website would not be
successful without a network of people who work with contractors and continue to come back and share their
experiences. Mr. Wilke-Shapiro does not follow up on whether or not a contractor is in business, nor does he have a
committee approving what he does.
Commissioner Oestreich asked whether the Preservation Commission’s website could take recommendations from
residents in neighboring municipalities.
Ms. Doak replied that any area contractor could be recommended, as long as they are willing to work in Rock Island. Ms.
Doak explained that the Des Moines Rehabbers site tries to keep its focus on preservation. Mr. Wilke-Shapiro will not post
a contractor that he feels does work detrimental to historic buildings. He also keeps a tight local focus on the website.
The website receives about 1500 to 1800 unique visits a year; the average visitor looks at six to ten pages.
Ms. Doak explained that Mr. Wilke-Shapiro is trying to create a “rehabbers club in a box” for other municipalities to adopt.
When asked whether he would be willing to set the Preservation Commission’s website, he stated that he would. Mr.
Wilke-Shapiro could do the initial setup of the website. There would then be a maintenance agreement between the city
and the nonprofit host of the website.
Commissioner Koski asked whether she got a sense of what the state thinks about the two grant ideas.
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Ms. Doak replied that the IHPA was favorable about the way the Preservation Commission could set up either grant. Mr.
Ward was not concerned about the site’s maintenance after the 18 month grant period. For the Picturesque Tri-Cities
reprint, the Commission could partner with another municipality, which would require approval from multiple groups, a
time consuming process. Also, the preservation purpose that the book would provide would need to be made clear. In
terms of the two ideas, the preservation purpose would be better served by the website.
Commissioner Cornish asked which group would be the third party host of the website.
Commissioner Empen stated that two possible groups are the Rock Island Preservation Society (RIPS) or Broadway
Historic District. He felt that RIPS would be a more appropriate partner, since it is a citywide preservation group. RIPS
would be responsible for the maintenance of the site. Commissioner Empen feels once the website is setup, maintenance
would not be too time consuming; he would be able to do it. Also, the maintenance of a content manager formatted site is
not difficult, so if necessary, another individual could take over the responsibility.
Commissioner Anderson asked if RIPS would be the gatekeeper of the website content and whether the Preservation
Commission would provide oversight?
Mr. Carmen said the Commission would set up basic policies that govern what should and should not be posted.
Commissioner Oestreich expressed concern over the cost of the website for RIPS.
Commissioner Empen stated that domain renewal is just $25 - $35 a year.
Commissioner Warren stated concern that the usefulness of the website would be diminished if only one person was
involved with its maintenance and direction.
Ms. Doak stated that there would be some sort of maintenance agreement and guidelines to ensure that the website does
not become ineffectual.
Commissioner Anderson stated that very clear guidelines from the Preservation Commission would be necessary so that
the website does not become something that was not intended.
Ms. Doak stated that an annual review with webmaster and the Preservation Commission could be held. The grant
application is due November 29. Because of this, she will need to know whether the Commission would like to go along
with the website idea.
The Commission was in agreement that a reprint of Picturesque Tri-Cities is no longer an option for the grant.
Commissioner Anderson stated that she would like the website to include how-to demonstrations and other important
information so that it is more of a resource, rather than just a place to advertise contractors.
Ms. Doak agreed. While the Des Moines Rehabbers site provides limited instructional information, the RIPS site would
not have to. Good informational links and could be included, such as youtube.com how-to demonstrations and National
Parks Service briefs.
Commissioner Anderson said that the RIPS board will meet to discuss this idea and send Ms. Doak a letter outlining their
interest. She feels that the group would probably be interested in moving forward with the idea. It could be a way to
involve a younger audience in the group and would be good for preservation. However, RIPS will want to have a firm idea
of the cost and time commitment.
Commissioner Oestreich added that RIPS has talked about trying to get this sort of information out in a more accessible
format than a booklet they printed awhile back. They did not think they would have the capacity to do so, and partnering
for this grant would give them that opportunity. Also, the website could include language from Residential Design
Guidelines. Commissioner Oestreich then asked whether RIPS would be able to use some of the grant money for
maintenance of the site.
Ms. Doak explained that all grant money must be spent during its 18 month time period. Also, Mr. Wilke-Shapiro has
been talking to Preservation Iowa in regards to starting Rehabbers websites in municipalities throughout Iowa in 2012. He
feels that working with the Rock Island website would be a good demonstration project for him.
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Commissioner Cordes stated that the website would be beneficial in several ways. It would allow Rock Island citizens
access to information that the city itself cannot provide. It could also be the catalyst to starting a Rock Island Rehabbers
Club. At the least, the website would connect to a younger population, which does not seem to be extremely concerned
with preservation.
It was the consensus of the Commission that the idea for a Rehabbers website should be pursued for the 2011 CLG
Grant. Ms. Doak stated that she feels funds will be adequate to support a consultant getting the site up and running. Ms.
Doak feels confident in Mr. Wilke-Shapiro’s interest and abilities. During their phone conversation he was professional,
sharp, and enthusiastic about working with the Preservation Commission. He has also had success with the Des Moines
and St. Louis Rehabbers websites. The only dilemma would be finding someone to create the site if Mr. Wilke-Shapiro
cannot. It would be more difficult, but could be done.
Discussion of MoSUS Buildings for Landmarks Illinois’ “Ten Most Endangered Historic Properties” Listing
Ms. Doak explained that the Preservation Commission has had properties make the list in the past. However, funds
received are so minimal that they would not make much of a difference for buildings like Old Lincoln School. The biggest
advantage of making the list is the media recognition that the building receives. Landmarks Illinois may try to assist in the
marketing of the building.
The two items on the list that struck Ms. Doak as having the best opportunity for selection were downtown churches as a
group and the West End Settlement House.
Commissioner Oestreich stated that Landmarks Illinois has not wanted to tackle historic churches in the past. The West
End Settlement House is a prominent building with a great history. It is also in danger because the group that uses the
building does not own the property. Also, perhaps the building should be landmarked.
Ms. Doak added that the building is very unique and intact.
Chairman Braun stated that of all the properties on the list, the West End Settlement House probably has the greatest
chance of being chosen.
Ms. Doak said that an application for the West End Settlement House will be pursued. The most difficult aspect of the
application will be digging into the building’s complicated title situation.
Other Business
Ms. Doak reminded the Commission about the Traditional Building Conference which will be in conjunction with the Illinois
Association of Historic Preservation Commissions meeting.
Commissioner Oestreich noted that RIPS’s Highland Park Tour received a large article in the Sunday Argus. She stated
that new editor Sarah Gardener is responsive and good about getting things into the paper.
There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Alan Carmen, Secretary
Rock Island Preservation Commission
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REPORT
TO:

Preservation Commission

FROM:

Alan M. Carmen, Planning & Redevelopment Administrator

DATE:

October 22, 2010

SUBJECT:

Comment on Board of Zoning Appeals Case for 843 20 Street

th

th

Dorothy Ehrmann, owner of 843 20 Street, is proposing to rebuild the existing open front porch, by replacing the framing,
decking and posts and enclosing the porch. This requires a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals. The property is
th
located across the street from two local landmarks, 842 and 848 20 Street (Albert Dietrich Huesing and Charles
Hansgen Houses), triggering the need for comments from the Preservation Commission.
The porch roof has been reshingled recently. The porch will also be enclosed with floor to ceiling screens so the
occupants can use the space more regularly. Since the now open porch will be enclosed, a variance of four feet of the 21
foot average front yard setback is required This case will be heard by the Board of Zoning Appeals on Wednesday,
November 10 at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers.
The Preservation Commission should comment to the Board of Zoning Appeals on the front yard setback variance and
whether or not there is an impact on the existing historic fabric.
The porch dimensions will not change, but the appearance will, from an open porch to one enclosed on three sides with
floor to ceiling screens, associated framing and a door that lines up with the house entry door. This will create a space
that can be used seasonally by residents but will not significantly impact the streetscape appearance nor adversely affect
the landmarked Huesing or Hansgen properties.
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Recommendation
Staff recommends the Preservation Commission comment to the Board of Zoning Appeals that enclosing the front porch
th
at 843 20 Street will not have an impact on the two landmark properties across the street.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Preservation Commission

FROM:

Jill Doak, Urban Planner II
Alan M. Carmen, Planning & Redevelopment Administrator

DATE:

October 14, 2010

SUBJECT:

Discussion of 2011 CLG Grant

At the September 22 meeting, the Preservation Commission determined that the 2011 CLG grant application should
focus on the development of a website modeled on the Des Moines Rehabbers Club at http://renovatedsm.com/.
This message was received from Linda Anderson, president of the Rock Island Preservation Society, on September 26:
“The Rock Island Preservation Society Board of Directors has agreed to participate in a partnership with the Rock Island
Preservation Commission in development and hosting of an on-line restoration web site similar to RenovateDSM.com.
Everyone is excited about the possibility of bringing this dynamic product to the Quad Cities. We look forward to working
with you as the grant process proceeds. Thank you for affording us this opportunity.”
For the 2011 CLG grant application, the Rock Island Preservation Commission, in partnership with the Rock Island
Preservation Society, will seek to create a website that will promote neighborhood revitalization and the restoration of
Rock Island’s historic building stock by informing, educating, inspiring and supporting property owners with appropriate
maintenance and rehabilitation techniques.
The grant will be used to create the website, but the ongoing operation of the website will be the responsibility of the Rock
Island Preservation Society (RIPS). The contents of the website will support the principles of the Rock Island
Preservation Ordinance, the Residential Design Guidelines for Rock Island’s Historic Districts and Landmarks, and the
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. A committee with representatives from both RIPS and the Rock
Island Preservation Commission will convene annually to review the content and philosophical direction of the website.
This committee will report back to the two organizations in March of each year. This same committee will be called upon
in the interim to provide feedback and guidance to the webmaster as requested or arbitrate concerns raised by individuals
or contractors about the content for the website.
The website will be run as a separate content management system that links from the Rock Island Preservation Society
website, www.rockislandpreservation.org. Links will also likely exist from the City of Rock Island web page, neighborhood
association web pages, Quad City preservation organizations, and Quad City housing agencies with a focus on
rehabilitation.
Major sections of the website will be the following:
Links to “how to renovate” tips, including National Park Service Preservation Briefs, Residential Design
Guidelines for Rock Island Landmarks & Historic Districts, You Tube demonstrations and other high quality sites
Useful information (locally produced or reprinted articles with “how-to” tips, such as how to hire a contractor,
how to use Sanborn maps, how to mitigate lead paint hazards, how to cut down your heating bill, when to look
into high efficiency mechanicals, how to landscape for safety, how to reglaze a window, how to finance your
rehab, how to select a design professional, how to sand a floor, etc.)
Photo gallery
Recommended contractors
Researching building history
Landmarks & Historic Districts (some explanation, but will mainly link to City page)
Calendar (relevant courses, workshops, conferences, meetings, local preservation events, etc.)
The contractors listing would be an important and well-developed section. Networks of rehabbers will be encouraged to
post favorite contractors and add items as they renovate. Contributors are likely to include the following: RIPS members;
Rock Island Economic Growth Corporation staff (very large non-profit housing firm doing millions of dollars of
rehabilitation in the next few years with the assistance of federal stimulus funding); Preservation Commission members;
Broadway Historic District residents; Highland Park Historic District residents; Moline Preservation Society members;
landmark owners; Gold Coast (Davenport, IA) property owners; and more.
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The listing breakdown will be as follows:
Contractors
Garage Builders
General
Kitchen and Bath
Small Jobs
Window and Door
Maintenance & Service
Exterminators/Pest Control
Paint Stripping
Tree Trimming/Removal
Tub & Tile Refinishing
Materials & Supplies
Appliances
Antique Fixtures
Cabinets and Counters
Lumber
Millwork
Paint
Tile
Stone
Professional Services
Appraisers
Architects
Decorating
Insurance
Mechanical Engineers
Real Estate Agents

Structural Engineers
Trades & Subs
Carpentry
Concrete
Drain & Sewer Cleaning
Drywall & Plaster
Electrical
Fences
Flooring – Installation
Flooring – Refinishing
Framing
Glass – General
Glass – Leaded & Stained
Gutters
HVAC
Insulation
Iron Works
Landscaping
Masons
Painters
Plumbers
Roofers
Stucco
Upholstery
Wallpaper
Window Repair

The following rules would be followed for the contractors section:
Contractor must be willing to work in Rock Island (local focus)
Any contractor with a client who sends in a recommendation can be listed
Only positive reviews will be posted
If there are repeated negative reviews, the contractor will be removed from the listing
No fees
All comments must pass through webmaster before posting (no direct posts) and will be dated
Information on contractor phone numbers, emails and websites will be verified annually
Specialty contractors that do renovation not respectful of historic structures (i.e. a vinyl window replacement
contractor) will not be placed on the website
General contractors that do considerable non-historic renovation may be placed in only specific categories (i.e.
under the item for which they were recommended, such as a roof replacement)
It is likely the website will be on a paid site and will not rely on a free domain name, free services and will use content
management software for ease and reliability. This will also allow for controls on pop-ups and advertising. We will also
avoid a flash introduction, slow-loading graphics and music or sound as they tend to turn away site visitors.
Budget
Domain Name (five years)
Web hosting
Staff time
Consultant for initial set-up
Training for webmaster and sub
Volunteer time
Total

$175
$240
?
?
?
?
?
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