ROCK ISLAND PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOMINATION FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION

Common Street Address of Property:

816-20th Street; Rock Island, Illinois

Name and Address of Property Owner(s):

Catholic Diocese of Peoria; 607 N.E. Madison; P.O. Box 817; Peoria, IL 61603

Is Owner Aware Of Proposed Designation: Yes >( No

Please attach a short report setting forth the reasons for
requesting designation. Please refer to the criteria listed on
the reverse side. (These are excerpted from the Rock Island
Preservation Ordinance.) A list of other details you should
attempt to provide in the nomination.report is attached.

Please also attach the following:

1. Legal description of property (available from abstract or
county Recorder of Deeds office).

2. One photograph of each elevation (side) of the property being
nominated. Copies of old photographs or drawings may also be

included.

3. Sources used to write the report

Name(s and Address(es) of Applicant(s):

Robert Yapp, Jr. 1915-9th Avenue, Rock Island, Ill.
Address

788-6311 (Work)
Phone Number

Return Nomination Form To:

City of Rock Island
Planning and Redevelopment Division

1528 Third Avenue
Rock Island, Illinois 61201

*****************************************************************
OFFICE case # 9A-/0 pate 7/1/92 Tine J.30 a.m.
_ 12-/0_ AL

USE
ONLY,




NOMINATION FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION
EDWARD D. SWEENEY HOUSE

816-20th Street
Rock Island, Illinois

Legal Description:

The North Eighty (80) feet of the South One Hundred and Eighty-six
(186) feet of Out Lot Number three (3) in John W. Spencer’s Third,
Addition to the cCity of Rock Island, Situated in Rock Island
County, Illinois.

NOMINATION CRITERIA
The applicant believes the Edward D. Sweeney house meets the

following criteria as set forth in Section 6-B of the Rock Island
Preservation Ordinance:

2. Associated with an important person or event in national
state or local history.

3. Representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural and/or landscape type inherently valuable
for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method
of construction or use of indigenous materials and which
retains a high degree of integrity.

5. Identifiable as an established and familiar visual feature
in the community owing to its unique location or physical
characteristics.

Criteria 2:

Edward Dennell Sweeney was born in Simsville, Delaware, on 13
August 1833, the son of Miles and Ann (Dennell) Sweeney. He
attended Allegheny College, Meadville, Pennsylvania, after which he
taught school in Kane, Illinois for three months. In the fall of
1857, he moved to Rock Island to become principal of the 2nd Ward
School. While involved in education, he studied law under the Hon.
George W. Pleasants.

Edward D. Sweeney was admitted to the bar in 1860 and shortly
thereafter formed a partnership with fellow Rock Island attorney
William Jackson. Sweeney practiced law in Rock Island for 50 years
and at the time of his death on 14 September 1910 was the oldest
and longest sitting member on the Rock Island Bar. He was 76 years
of age at death. The 1910 Rock Island City Directory shows the
entry "Sweeney, Edward D. (Sweeney & Walker)." The 1911 directory
has the entry "Sweeney, Edward D. (aged 76) died Sept 14, 1910."

The firm of Sweeney & Jackson later became Sweeney, Jackson &
Walker after Charles L. Walker joined the partnership. Later,



William Jackson left the firm and the partnership became Sweeney &
Walker. The law partnership founded by Edward D. Sweeney and
William Jackson lives on today in Rock Island as the firm of Eagle
& Eagle. Their letterhead proudly lists past and present partners
in the firm and at the top of the list is Edward D. Sweeney.

Interestingly, Sweeney’s law partner, William Jackson, built a home
1mmed1ate1y to the south of Sweeney. The practice of law partners
living in close proximity to one another was not unusual in Rock
Island in the 1800’s and early 1900’s. Most notorious were
attorneys, law partners and neighbors Frank Kelly and John Looney
in the Highland Park Historic District.

Besides a long and distinguished law career in the City of Rock

Island, Sweeney made many other contributions to both the City and
his profe551on. Among these include:

* Director, Rock Island National Bank (30+ years)
* President, Davenport & Rock Island Ferry Company.

* President & Founder, Black Hawk Building & Loan and Savings
Association.

* President & Director, Banner Coal & Coal 0il Company.
* Member, Rock Island Lodge No. 18, I.0.0.F. (40+ years).

* Delivered keynote oration at the dedication of laying the
cornerstone for the new Rock Island County Court House,
1 October 1895,

* President, Rock Island Library Board.

* Member, First Methodist Church (taught bible class and was
Superintendent of the Sunday School).

* Division Attorney, St. Louis & Rock Island Division, Chicago
Burlington & Quincy Railroad.

* United States commissioner for the 2nd District from 1861
until the position was abolished shortly after the turn of
the century.

A concise but more complete biographical sketch of Edward D.
Sweeney appears in the Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and
History of Rock Island County. A copy of this biography has been
included as a part of this application.

The Sweeney family continued to reside in the home until the mid-
1940’s.

Clearly Edward D. Sweeney played a powerful and influential role in
the development of Rock Island from 1860 until his death in 1910.



He was both a successful attorney and a community leader. Landmark
designation for his home during most of those years would be a
fitting tribute to his legacy.

Criteria 3:

The home built for Edward D. Sweeney at 816 Madison Street was
built in or about 1874. The 1873 Rock Island City Directory lists
Sweeney’s address as "Jefferson ws 2 n Highland" (Jefferson Street,
west side, 2 lots north of Highland). On this location today sits
the rear addition to the First United Methodist Church south of the
intersection of 19th Street and 5th Avenue. The 1875 City
Directory gives his address as "ws Madison s Guyer" (west side of
Madison Street, south of Guyer Street). Madison Street is now 20th
Street and Guyer Street was that portion of 8th Avenue crossing
20th Street. Clearly, Sweeney moved into the house between 1873
and 1875,

Many other houses in the 800 block of 20th Street were also
constructed in 1874. The abstract of the Charles Hansgen house at
848-20th Street, a structure almost identical to the Sweeney House,
indicates an 1874 construction. Although it has not been
documented, these two houses may have been constructed by the same
contractor. The builder of the Charles Hansgen is reported to be
John Volk, a prominent Rock Island contractor and owner of the John
Volk Sash & Door Works.

The Sweeney house 1is a classic front-gable Italianate and is
constructed of brick. Details faithful to the style include tall
narrow windows of a 2 over 2 design with rounded tops, brick
"hoods" over the windows with limestone keystones and sills, paired
double windows, single story bay on the first floor, and an
asymmetrical design. There is an oval window in the front gable
and circular windows in the north and south gables. The house
originally had small brackets and drops under the bay roofline, a
finial and crossed pendant gable decoration. The house retains a
high degree of integrity. About 20 percent of Italianate houses
are front-gable.

The foundation is of Joliet limestone blocks laid in an irregular
length running bond. The walls are solid brick rather than brick
veneer. The bricks are laid in common (header) bond with every
seventh course laid as headers to add strength and tie the wall
together. The brick has been painted.

A number of changes over the years have been made to the exterior
of the Sweeney house. Most obvious is the addition of a large
wrap—-around front porch. This porch was added between 1898 and
1906. Both the 1892 and 1898 Sanborn fire insurance maps show a
small square porch at the front entrance. This porch was probably
very similar to the existing porch on the Charles Hansgen house,
which is original to the structure. The 1906 map shows the larger
wrap-around porch. The applicant feels this addition has achieved
historical significance in its own right. A photograph of the



Sweeney house which appears in Picturesque Tri-Cities shows the
house with the existing porch. The photograph also shows a figure
believed to be Edward D. Sweeney standing on the front steps. The
book also contains a large portrait of Sweeney.

In keeping with the Italianate style, the house also had a double
front door with double screen doors. One can still see where the
upper flush bolt on the left screen door entered the door frame.
These doors were probably removed about the time the new porch was
added and a single front door with side and overhead lites
installed. A similar front entrance existed on the Charles Hansgen
house when landmark status was approved for that structure in 1987.
Again, the existing entrance to the Edward Sweeney house has
achieved some historical significance in it’s own right as an
example of how wealthy turn-of-the-century homeowners "modernized"
their homes to remain fashionable.

The most unfortunate alteration has been the removal or enclosure
of the rear porch. The Sanborn maps and the photograph in
Picturesque Tri-Cities all show a small open porch on the south
side of the house to the rear of the structure. This is now an
enclosed reception area for the Catholic Social Services which
occupies the property.

Finally, the soffit on both the house and bay window rooflines have
been covered with aluminum siding material. This probably conceals
a more decorative wooden soffit and could be removed in the future.
The applicant does not consider this to be a significant or
permanent alteration to the structure.

One important feature retained by the Sweeney house is the rear
"summer kitchen." The Charles Hansgen house also had such a
kitchen however it was removed prior to 1890.

Despite the alterations described, the Sweeney House still retains
it’s strong front-gable Italianate character and is an outstanding
example of this style. The applicant feels many of the changes
(ie.: front porch and entrance) effectively document the efforts to
"modernize" a house by a family who could well afford to do so.

Criteria 5:

The structure has a strong visual presence on 20th Street, one of
the main arteries to the downtown area. The significant
architectural features (asymmetrical design, bay window and front
porch) are particularly visible as one travels north on 20th
Street. There is a large open space between the Sweeney house and
the William Jackson house to the south which provides an excellent
view of the house from the street. The photograph of the house in
Picturesque Tri-~-Cities also makes the Sweeney house one of the more
recognized houses in Rock Island.
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'STATE OF ILLINOIS, Bock Island County,
| . March 12, 1970

69161 3 C R “Aie"

This Indenture Witnesseth Thet the Grantor JAMES . E.
M. SULLIVAN a/%/a GLADYS MAY SULLIVAN

ofthe City of Rock Island intheComtref Rock Island |

I1linois 1 - ; !onmdlneomidmﬁonofﬂnmo! One (sx‘oo) ‘and'o

good and valuable cons;derauon in hand paid, CONVEY = ntl vumius

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA, an Illinois religl.ous corporttiml %
Madison Avenue

of the City of Peoria County of . Peomlt-
Ilinois,

The North Eighty (80)
and Eighty-six (186) .
in John W. Spencer's
Rock Island, Situated.in




‘ANVSI M00d  AINIIMS 'd '3 40 IONIAISTA



E. D. SWEENEY.
Rock Island.
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City Directory

1875
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Stropp Peter, laborer, res ne cor Huron and Union.

Stroube A, stove moulder res nw cor Monroe & Comimercial.

Strouk Deter, laborér, Weyerhauser & Denkmann.

Struck John, teamster, res ss R River e Broadway.

Strue Henry, laborer, res se cor Monroe and Commercial.

Strupp William, laborer, Weyerhauser & Denkmann.

Strumn Christian, brewer, res ws Broadway s Orleans.

Struss Johin D, wagon maker, res es Stoddard s Toledo.

Stuart John, laborer, Rock Island Glass Works.

Stuart S, second-hand store, ns Illinois e Jefferson, res same.

Studer Albert, carriage driver, res Ohio s R River.

Stuhr, John, laborer, res se cor Ohio and South.

Sturgeon Abraham attorney, res ws Cherry n Indian Bound’y.

Sturgeon M M, co supt, res se cor Cherry & Indian Boundary.

Sturgeon, F, B D Buford & Co.

Sturgeon Oliver H,!ship carpenter, res ss R River e Huron.

Sturgeon William, clerk, res ss R River w Main.

Sturgis Daniel A, moulder, bds nw cor Howard & Moline avs.

Sullivan Catharine, boarding, 73 Orleaus, res same.

Sullivan Julia (Byrnes & Sullivan), bds Taylor House.

Sumner R, brakeman, bds 79 Orleans.

Sunby William H, leather, res ss Ohio w R River.

Sunby Nathaniel, res ws Eagle s Mississippi.

Susong Daniel, tinner, res ws Buffalo n Illinois.

Sutcliffe Edwin, painter, res ss R River e Beaver.

Sutcliffe John (Lewis & Sutcliffe), res nw cor Indian Bound-

. ary and Otter. ’

Sutten Mrs, res ns R River w Madison.

Swander Wm H, printer, res nw cor Ontario and Illinois.

Swanson Charles, laborer, Weyerhauser & Denkihann.

Swiler W A, stoves, res ns Illinois e Swan.

Swan B E, res ss Toledo e Stoddard.

Swan Charles, laborer, bds Ohio 8 R River.

Swan Edward, hostler, with T B Hetton.

Swanson A, laborer, Anawalt, Denkmann & Co.

Swanson A J, boots and shoes, ss Illinois w Jefferson, bds
Harper House.

Swanson P W, B D Buford & Co, res es Pearl n Canal.

SWEENEY EDWARD D, (Sweeney & Jackson), res ws Mad-
ison s Guyer. _

Sweeney Elice, blacksmith, res ns Moline av, 4th ward.

Sweeney R, time-keeper, res nw cor R River and Broadway.

Sweeney William E, laborer, res ns R River e Buffalo.

Sweeney W L, (Churchill & Sweeney), res ns R Rivere Buffalo.
{IEY & JACKSON (Edw DD Sweeney, Wm Jackson),

attorneys at law, se cor Eagle and Illinois.




4

i T e e A 1 A v Sy SRS g——-

____,__,.__._‘-_._"HA_:‘-i;—-LA-Mm;I“:- -l _‘

Bm S bhlEasa B

SR R i T

308

Strahle Jos. tinoer; 4th av; dem; Cath;
from Tenn.
Strahle Juliuy, mason; 627 17th st; dem;
from Obio.
Strahle Jos. laborer; Gth av, bet 13th and
14th sts; dem; Cath; from Germany.
Strate Ernst. saloon ; 4th av and 22d st; Ger.
Strunger Samuel, engineer; 2006 5th av;
dem; from Penn. .
Strecker Daniel, cooper; 413 10th st; dem;
Luth; from Germany.
STRECKFUS B. Wuagon and Car-
ringe Maker; residence 129 4th av; lLorn
in Germany; Dem; Cathg all kinds of re-
pairing to satisty the public.
STRECKY¥US JOHN, Grocer; resi-
dence 129 4th av; keeps everything in the
grocery line, opposite the Taylor IHouse;

takes furm and garden produce in- ex- T

change.

Streckfus Michael, wagon-maker; dem.

Stroup Chas. carpenter; 503 8th av.

Stroup Peter, laborer; 503 8th av.

Struck Jno. tcamster; 4th av; rep; Ger.

Struk Peter, laborer; 721 10th st; rep; Luth;
from Germany.

Struss J. D. wagon-maker; 14th -st, bet 7th
and 8th avs; dem; Luth; Germany. %

Stuart Saml. A. dealer in second-hand cloth-
ing; 2008 2d av; from Scotland.

Studen Albert, coachman; 419 10th st; dem;
tfrom Switzerland.

STURGEON M. M. Atorpey; mem-

ber of firm of Sturgeon & Adams; resi-
dence 846 19th st; born in Meigs Co., O.,

Sept. 10, 1843; came to this Co. in 1850; |

Rep: has been Co. Supt. for cight years;
was in army two years; married Jennie
Matterson, of Ogle Co., June 22, 1870; has
two children.

Sturvy C. laborer; 21st st, bet 3d and 4th
avs.

Sullivan Mrs. C. boarding; 2109 3d av.

Sulsar Christ. laborer; 11th st, bet 8th and
9th avs; from Switzerland.

Sultzer Jacob, laborer; 1st st, bet 5th and
6th avs; dem; from Switzerland.

Summers Jas. huckster; 24th st, bet 6th and
Tth avs; rep; born Illinois.

Sunley Wm. lather; 9th st, bet 6th and 7th
avs; rep; from N. Y.

Surr Juo. laborer; Commercial st, bet 15th
and 16th avs; rep; Meth; from Ireland.
Surr W.J. Inborer; Commercial st, bet 15th

and 16th avs; rep; Meth; Scotland.
Sutcliffe Edwig, painter; 4th av.
Sutcliffe Jno. painter; 1501 2d av; rep;
from England.
Suttle Jacob, laborer; Scc. 2.

BIOGRAPHICAL

DIRECTORY OF

Sutton Mrs. Maria, 1923 4th av.

Swan Jno. laboref; 917 Tth av; rep; from
Sweden.

SWANSON A. J. Boot and Shoe
Store; residence 1818 2d av; Dborn in
Sweden, Jun, 29, 1829; came to this Co.
in 1850; Demj; keeps leather and tfindings.

Swanson Andrew, laborer; 2608 Gth av;
rep; from Sweden.

Swunson C. P. carpenter; 22d st, bet 5th and
Gth avs; rep; from Sweden.

Swunson Gus, carpenter; 785 15th st; from
Sweden.

Swanson L. P. laborer; cor 3d av and 24th
st; from Sweden.

Swanson Nelson, laborer; 421 Tth st; rep;
from Sweden.

Swanson P. W. carpenter; 421 7th st; rep;
Luth; from Sweden.

Swanson Swan, saloon; 8d av; Sweden.

Swartz Mr. clerk; 423 6th st; rep; Luth;
from Germany.

SWEENEY EDWARD D. Attor.
ney; residence 819 20th st; born in. New-
castle Co., Del, Aug. 13, 1833; came to
this Co. in 1857; Rep; Mecth; member of
the firm Sweeney & Jackson; married
Hurrietta E. Allen, Nov. 5,71862; has three
children. .

Sweeney W. E. wagon-maker; 5th av, bet
18th and 19th sts; rep; born Illinois.

SWEENEY W, L. Wagon and Car-
riage Muanufucturer; residence 1810 5th
av; born in Monmouth Co., N. J., July 4,
1826; came to this Co. 1853; Rep; Meth
Pref; is a member of firm of Churchill &
Sweeney ; was five years a member of the
Board of Education; served two years as
Alderman of Rock Islund; has been Pres-
ident of Rock Island Co. Agricultural So-
ciety for two years; twice elected to office
of Assistant Supervisor, also holds the
office of Most Worthy Grand Patriarch of
I, 0. O. F.; married Amelia M. Robb, of
Mercer Co., Penn., Murch 10, 1850; has
three children.

Sweiler John; 2d av; Bapt; born Illinois.

Swiler Geo. cabinet-maker; 408 16th st; rep;
Presb; from Germany.

ATE ALBERT, blacksmith ; 428 12th
st; dem. i

Taylor Chas. soap-maker; 16th st, bet 2d and
3d avs,

Taylor Chas. C. clerk; 16th st, bet 2d.and 3d
avs; rep.
Taylor Henry, laborer; 707 2d st; rep.

Taylor J. D. contractor and builder; 9th av
and 19th st; dem; from New York.

Taylor Jas. soap-maker; 8th av, bet 14th and
15th sts; rep; Presb; from Ireland.

Taylor Jas. P. proprietor Taylor House; 1600

Suttle Samuel, brick-maker; Sec. 2.

16th et; rep; born Illinois.

': NOTE: Address
» incorrect.




HISTORY OF ROCK ISLAND COUNTY.

1877, ‘'he visited his family, which he had left
in Sweden, twice, and on his last trip remained
three years., then returned to Rock Islandg,
bringing his wife and two youngest children
with him, and resumed work in the plow shops.
In 1887 he went to McPherson county, Kas., and
operated a rented farm, remaining there until
1901, when he came back to Rock Island, where
he now lives with his son, John G. There were
nine children in the family, three of whom died
in infancy, the others being: Ida and Nels,
who came to Rock Island in 1876, the former
dying four years later, and the latter still mak-
ing his home in this city; Swan and Annie who
came here in 1877, both of whom are deceased;
Olaf and John S., who came with their parents
in 1880, live in Rock Island. Mrs. Swanson
died in the. fall of 1898, while on a visit to Rock
Island. Mr. Swanson is a republican, and the
entire family belong to the Lutheran church.

John G. Swanson was educated in the public
schools of Sweden and Rock Island, and Augus-
tana college, entering the latter institution prior
to graduation from the grammar grade, and
taking a two-year course. During his boyhood
days he helped his father on the small farm
he rented in Sweden, and in 1883 he and his
brother Olaf went to McPherson county, Kas.,
renting a farm of 240 acres. On account of the
hot winds which prevailed in 1887 these broth-
ers failed, losing forty hogs that were all ready
for shipment, and John G. Swanson traveled
during the remainder of that year, and a por-
tion of the next in New Mexico, Arizona and
other southern states, working on_ railroads,
ranches and engaging in similar lines, but in the
fall of 1888 he went to Canton, Ill., entering
the shops of Parlen & Orendorf as a steel
welder. In 1896 he moved to Rock Island and
engaged in teaming, and two years later went
to work for Mr. R. R. Cable as coachman, later
becoming chauffeur for the same family, and
continued in Mr. Cable’s employ for fifteeen
years. In September, 1912, Mr. Swanson pur-
chased the buffet located at 1700 Fourth ave-
nue, and since then has devoted his entire time
to this business.

In November, 1902, Mr. Swanson was mar-
ried in Moline to Agnes A. Bergendahl, born in
Vesterjotland, Sweden, September 5, 187+, daugh-
ter of John and Christina (Anderson) Bergen-
dahl. The family came to America in 1881,
locating at Moline. One child, Madeline Mar-
rion, was born of this marriage, on August 9,
1906. Mr. Swanson is a republican, and has
been a member of the county central committee
of his party since 1903, and was elected assist-
ant supervisor in 1911. Fraternally he belongs
_to the Odd Fellows, Modern Woodmen of Amer-
ica and Independent Order of Svithiod and the
Moose. The Lutheran church holds his mem-
bership. He 1is an intelligent, hard working
&xln:m, who holds the confidence of all who know

im, N

SWANSON, John Oscar, proprietor of the Union
Express Company, conveniently located at No.

1455

2023 Fourth avenue, Rock Island, is one of the
substantial business men and native sons of
the city. He was born on the corner of Third
avenue and Twentieth street, February 4, 1872,
a son of Swan and Tina (Peterson) Swanson,
natives of Sweden, who came to America prior
to marriage, settling in Rock Island. The
father was a carpenter by trade, and followed
this calling for some years, afterward was
coachman for Benjamin Harper for several
years, and following this, he owned and oper-
ated a first-class buffet on the corner of Third
avenue and Twentieth street for many years.
Moving to Goodhue, Minn., he located fourteen
miles from Red Wing, where he still resides.
His wife lives in Rock Island. They had two
children, John Oscar, and Edward, deceased.

John Oscar Swanson was educated in the
excellent schools of Rock Island. Then he
learned the trade of blacksmithing, and fol-
lowed it for five years, a portion of the time
on Government Island, and during this period,
he helped to build the bridge. In 1907, he
embarked in his present business, which he has
developed into an important enterprise. He is
a reliable, sound business man, who knows
how to take advantage of opportunities dffered
him, and to turn them to good account. On
February 19, 1896, Mr. Swanson was married
in Rock Island to Tina Rodeen of Berlin, Rock
Island county. They have two children, Paul
Lester and John Edwin. Mr. Swanson is not
connected with any religious denomination. His
political convictions are of such a nature that
he prefers to vote for the man he deems best
fitted for the office, and not to tie himself
down to aliy particular party. Fraternally, he
is a member of the Modern Woodmen of
America,

SWEENEY, Edward Dennell (deceased), who,
for a half century was a member of the Rock
Island bar, was distinguished in his profession
and prominent in other walks of life. He was
born at Simsville, Dela., August 13, 1833, a son
of Miles and Ann (Dennell) Sweeney. Miles
Sweeney, the father, was born in the city of
Philadelphia, Pa., November 29, 1803. When
seven years old he lost his mother and when
twelve years of age was apprenticed to the trade
of cotton spinning, on the Brandywine, in Dela-
ware, nevertheless managed to acquire sufficient
book knowledge to become a school teacher.
Later he moved to Mercer, Crawford county,
Pa., where he engaged in farming until 1862,
when he removed to Champaign county, Ill. In
his later years he was a very active worker and
faithful member of the Methodist Episcopal
church. His pleasant, genial manner made him
welcome in every circle. He died at the home
of his son. Edward D. Sweeney, at Rock Island,
when aged seventy-nine years. On October 3,
1825. he was married to Ann Dennell, who died
in Champaign county, Ill, in August, 1862, at
the age of fifty-six years. One son, A. B.
Sweeney, served all through the Civil war as
captain in an Illinois regiment, and, although
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‘severely wounded, was nursed back to health
and returned to his family.

Edward Dennell Sweeney received his pri-

mary instruction from his father. He was an
ambitious youth and taught school to aid in
paying his expenses and thus secured academic
advantages and passed through Allegheny col-
lege, at Meadville, Pa., then a famous institu-
tion of learning. On Washington’s Birthday,
1857, he came to Alton, Ill., and soon went to
Kane, Greene county, Ill., and taught school
there for three months, in July of the same
Year coming to Rock Island and in the fall of
that year was chosen principal of the second
ward school, being the first incumbent under
the new organization and was selected by com-
petitive examination. While engaged in teach-
ing he studied law under the late Hon. George
W. Pleasants, for many years judge of the cir-
cuit and appellate courts. He was admitted to
the bar in 1860 and soon afterward joined with
William Jackson to form the law firm of
Sweeney & Jackson. Later C. L. Walker was
admitted to the firm, the style then becoming
Sweeney, Jackson & Walker, which continued
until, Mr. Jackson withdrew, when the title
became Sweeney & Walker. At the time of his
death Mr. Sweeney was the senior member and
was the oldest member in service of the Rock
Island bar. A few weeks prior to his death,
which occurred September 14, 1910, in his
seventy-eighth year, Mr. Sweeney had celebrated
the fiftieth anniversary of his admission to the
bar. He was appointed United States commis-
sioner for the Second District, in 1861, an office
he efficiently filled until it was abolished .a
short time before his death. For over thirty-
five years he was division attorney for the St.
Louis & Rock Island Division of the C. B. &
Q. Railway and was regarded as one of the
soundest corporation lawyers in the state. For
over thirty years he was a director of the Rock
Island National Bank; was president of the
Davenport & Rock Island Ferry Company; was
president and one of the founders of the Black
Hawk Building & Loan and Savings Associa-
tion; for many years was president and a direc-
tor of the Banner Coal & Coal Oil Company,
and was interested in other lines of business.
He was a very active member of the republican
party, always well posted and willingly took
part in campaign speaking for others, while
desiring no offices for himself.

Mr. Sweeney was twice married. His first
wife, Harriet E. Allen, was born at Greenfield,
11, July 13, 1834, and died March 20, 1889,
She was a daughter of George W. and Caroline
(Henderson) Allen. Mr. Allen was a pioneer at
Greenfield, Ill., which he platted and named,
and died there January 17, 1865. He was the
first postmaster, holding the office for sixteen
years; was the first merchant, in 1832; built
the first mill in 1835, and for many years served
in the office of justice of the peace. Five chil-
dren were born to the above marriage, the
survivors being: Mrs. F. S. Kenfield, of Long
‘Beach Farm, Berry county, Mich., and Edward

HISTORY OF ROCK ISLAND COUNTY.

A. and William J., both of Rock Island, the
latter being a member of the law firm of Walker,
Ingram & Sweeney. Mr, Sweeney’s second mar-
riage was to Miss Emma Tunnell, a niece of his
first wife, and a resident of Rock Island. She
is a daughter of Willinm A. and’ Mary Jane
(Allen) Tunnell. The father of Mrs. Sweeney,
William Albertus Tunnell, was a prominent
Dioneer of Greene county, Ill. He was born in
Tennessee, September 3, 1814, and died August
14, 18G5. at Greenfield, IlIl. He was a man
of education, a student of history, a teacher,
farmer and merchant, and during the Civil War
was deputy internal revenue collector under
President Lincoln, He married Mary Jane Al-
len, who was born at Whitehall, Greene county,
I1l,, October 5, 1828. During the war he wrote
and published in newspaper articles, a history
of Greene county, which was later published
in book form, : .

Mrs. Sweeney completed her education by a
course in Monticello seminary, Godfrey, I1.,
and was a successful teacher in the public schools
of Greenfield and Carrolton, Ill., and from 1853
until 1894, was assistant circuit clerk of Rock
Island county. With Mr. Sweeney she enjoyed
a trip to Europe in 1904 taking what is known
as the Mediterranean Tour, and they also trav-
eled extensively in their own country. At the
time of his death, Mr. Sweeney had been a mem-
ber of Rock Island Lodge No. 18, I. O. O. .,
for cver forty years and had filled all the offices
in its gift. He was an earnest member of the
First Methodist church of Rock Island and a
regular attendant and for more than forty
years taught the bible class in the Sunday
school, of which he had been superintendent for
many years. For over seventy years he had
been a member of the church, having united with
the same in Pennsylvania at the age of seven
years and had belonged to the Rock Islan
church for over fifty years. '

SWENSON, Anton S.—It has been only within
comparatively recent years that the value of
cement and the number of uses to which it may
be put has been really appreciated by contract-
ors and builders, but one who has been in the
field for a long period and has done a great deal
of work in the cement line is Anton 8. Swenson,
a general contractor in all kinds of cement,
brick and tile work. He was born in Sweden,
October 12, 1878, and is a son'of Swen J. and
Clara (Yarn) Peterson, who came to the United
States in 1881 and settled at Red Wing, Minn.
They resided there for one year and then moved
to Aledo, Ill., where Swen J. Peterson died in
1882, his widow surviving him until 1891. Their
children were as follows: John W., who is of
Keithsburg, Ill.; Carl Otto, who is residing at
Cloquet, Minn.; Anna L., who married Oscar
Johnson, of Joy, Ill.; Clara, who married Fritz
Carlson, of Cannon Falls, Minn.; Fritz, who is
living at Joy, Ill.; August, who is of Aledo, I1l.;
Helga, who is the widow of Theo Boquet, of
Los Angeles, Cal.; and Anton S. .

Anton S. Swenson received his education in
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Edward D. Swmqey. one of the
nttomeys of this city, died at q

" 816 Twentfeth strest, this -
Ing at # o'clock. He had been in poor

health for several - months and his
death, although a shock to his muu

——SETE T

— [friends, was not unexpected.

BURGLARS ENTER

0SCO POSTOFFICE

Oaco, I, Sept. 14.—(8pecial.)~-The
postofiice at Osco was broken into and
robbed this morning between 1 and 3.
The intruders entered through a side
door. They broke in the glass of the
door and then reached in and unlatehed
it. All that they could find of value
wasg sonie stamp books amounting to
about $75. Nine cents were left in the
cash drawer by the postmaster, August
Anderson, when he closed the office to
the evening, but outside of this no
money was missing from the office this |

morning when the discovery of the]
The thieves left|

robbery was made
no clew.
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L 1839. He rec

Mr. .8weeaney celebrated his m
birthday Aug. 13 last, and Aug. 9 - -
brated the 50th anmiversary of his
milllontothe bar of this state. In

the same month Mr. Sweeney’s early
sssoclate, Willlam Jaclifion, celabrated
hls 50th anniverury asa
Mr. Sweeney was born at
mthebanksott.thdywlne in
the state of Delaware, Aug. 13, 1833,

| from - whence, with his father, he -

moved to western Pennsylvania in
his education at
the famous oldi legheny college,
Meadville, Pa., thehlnx school during
part of the time t.og assist in defraying
hix college expenses. After leaving
college he came west, first stopping .
at Alton, IlI., tn February, 1857, and
from there went to Greene county,
where he taught .school for a few
months L . |

School Principal and Law Student |

Learning of better inducements at:
Rock Island, he came to the place
tined to be the scene of his laborg and
future home in July, 1857, and -
shortly thereafter chosen principal -
its Second ward school. While en-
geaged (o this work he spent his spare
time in the study of law, under the
direction and guidance of Hon. (leorge
W. Pleasants, then a practiciag '
yer here, and who was afterwards
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'0SCO POSTOFFICE

Osco, 111, Bept. 14—(Bvechl.)-rm
postoffice at Osco was broken intq and
robbed this morning betweed 1 and 8.
The intruders entered through & side
door. They broke in the glass of the
door and then reached in and unlatéhed
it. Al that they could find of walue
was somie stamp books amounting to
about $75. Nine cents were left in'the
cash driwer by the postmaster, August
Anderson, when he closed the office te]

{the aevemng, but outside of . thix =mo

money was missing from the office this
mo:nlng when the discovery of the
robbery was made The tunvel hlt
no tallwL

v’.
&
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| associate, William
. bis 50th annive

brated the 50tk amniversary of his ad-
mission to the bar of this state. In
the same month SBweeney's esarly
celabrated
as a practitianer.
Mr. Sweeney was ‘born at Simsville,
on the banks of the Brandywine, in
the state of Delawsare, Aug. 13, 1833,
from whence, with his father, he re-
moved to western Pennsylvania in
1839. He his education at:
the famous old] Allegheny college,
Meadville, Pa., teaching school during
Ppart of the time to; assist in defraying
hix. college expenses, After leaving
college he came west, first stopping
at Alton, Ill, in !‘ebrnary 1857, and
from there went, tn Greene county,
w‘herg he tauzht school for a tew
months v s
School Priscipal and Law Student
baamlnx of better inducements at;
Rock Island, he came to the place des-
tined to be the scene of his laborg and
future home in July, 1857, and was
shortly thereafter chosen principal of |
its Second ward school. While en-
gaged in this work he spent his spare
time in the study of law, under the
direction and guidance of Hon. George !
W. Pleasants, then a practicisg law-
yer here, and who was afterwards for
many years judge of the circult and
appeliate courts. In August, 1860, Mr,
8weeney was admitied to the bar of
this state and at once began the prac-
tice of his profession, in which he con-
tinued pnctielny up to the date of
Ms death. -

Shortly after hl: admismion to the|

bar, Mr. Bweeney, together with Wil
liam Jackson of this chty formed a
partnership in the practice of law un-
der the irm name of Sweeney & Jack-
son. Afterwards, when C. L. Walker

| was admitted to the firm, the name be- .

came Sweeney, Jackson & Walker,
Mr. Jackson yithigew. ppm the S
1884, since vmc?‘ﬂm the firm h:“‘
besn 8weeney & Walker, and of which: l
Mr Sweeney was the sénjor member
at the date of his death.
Leag District Commissioner

Early in his legal career Mr.
Sweeney was appointed United Btates
commissioner for the district, lncludlng
this county, which position he coatin- i
ued to hold, pertormﬁlg fts dutfes ac-
ceptably and well until the abolisb-
ment of commissionerships outside of'

the -

practice, mpmlefuhg"

Lomim

PHI]
L. S

-—u,..

THE O

P S. A. L‘AVANWII;



., it wveswy b wwesew e e m—— -

at the date of his deats,

. .
Leag Déstrict Commissiones trienda !
Early in his legal career Mr. j C.8.°
Sweeney was appointed United States i With frie
commissioner for the district, including ;. W.P
this county, which pgsition he coatin-| _& brief {
ued to hold, perlormg its dutfes ac-| , BRW.
ceptably and well untfl the abolish- | | with el
ment of commissionerships outside of | § 1i- A. D.
the larger cities a few years ago, His ‘for a.bu
firm has always bad a very large gen- . Mr
eral practice, representing many im- i.’,;n. Ind

portant corporate interests and for,
over 35 years has been division attors:
neys for the St. Louis and Rock Is- §
land division of the C. B. & Q. rail-
road. . ]
Mr. Sweeney was for many years
one of ths leadérs of the Rock Istand| &
 counfy bar and was engaged either |”I istand for Honest Democratic
on one side or the other in much of} S Principles.” | '
the important litigation arising in the | _ & - _
county. ¥e was an adle and well read | _ .
lawyer,” Industrious and indefatigable yoats president and oue of the direc-

in a1l he undertook, a good business torgiof the Banner Coal & Of com-

' man and an excellent citizen. In pol- pany and was interested in-other nnea

the_ reat_ itics he was always a steadfast re of endeavor, ;

g Bt publicen, ome of those desiring no of- - Wife and Three Childrea Washin
\ * floss for themselves but working al-| Mr. Sweeney was twice married, his

1' . ClOtheS' 'ways for the success of the party. He firat wife being Miss Harriet F. Allen be here
g e 3| stood ‘high in the ranks of the repub-|of @reenfleld, IIL, to whom he was Yobn
1€ hlgh~class, lican  paity and during his earlier funifad in 1862 and who bore him five ohn

————

‘1. X . 'years was sctive in political work. As|chiliren, two of whom are deceased. | LAK® C
1 :,take A firstisn orator hie took high rank, betng|Thase living are Mrs. F. 8. Kenfleld, P:l:;‘"
o | both eloquent and forcidle, and made | whq'lives at Loug Beach farm, Berry |*14%d !
NEW all-W 0Ol [sadresses on many otable cccasions,|county, Michigan, snd Edward 4. Mr.
R L « |chief among which perhaps was sn|Swéeney and Willlam J. Sweeney of ot Soul
el we can fit omtion deiiversd by him on the laying | Rook Isiand. Mrs. Sweeney died injlast @
S ‘of the cornerstone for the new court lsal:‘&md in 1884 Mr. Sweeney was with Js
nouse at Rock Island some years &go.}un d in marriage with Miss Emma )(r:E
Olasst Member of His Chureh - |Tunpel, who sardyseikim * Mr. Swee-| day Iy
’ - Poe over 40,years Mr. Sweeney had ney: s also survived by his sibter, Mra. | spend{
or Men. bestz -an Odd Fellow, heving/member- um‘::m of Bilveriake, Kan. | Mrs.
' ship tn' Rock lstand lodge No. 18, L. O:| Afreagements for the funeral will be | strest
. F. In relighst be was a Methodist | anniguinced latee. | ‘War
and & regular sitendant at tlie Firat{ ' . IJetm fehermam .. . stoppis
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