"

oBONG
| [wesrmoraw)
SALSTROM
— V| o
_ o | £ VILLA DE CHANTAL s%%
rore | &
(=]
HLLETT -
H] @ITON
\ \ i
\
FRST EVANGELICAL 16TH b
LUTHERAN CHLECH
STEPHENS YOUNG
. N |
y 3
E » Y GF R,
= 8
\ “
i Y
Y LANDMARK
et s o el NOMINATION
oY OF
ROCK ISLAND e . s
Sansy A Esnome R =
PLANNING AND REDEVELOPMENT ' AFPR. BY:




ROCK ISLAND PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOMINATION FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION

CASE # 94 -2 pate /-3 - 94 TIME 5[5 om.

Common Street Address of Property: 2000 16th Avenue, Rock Island, Il

Name and Address of Property Owner:

Villa de Chantal - Sisters of the Visitation

Please attach a simple statement setting forth the reasons for
requesting designation. Please refer to the criteria listed on

the reverse side. (These are excerpted from the Rock Island
Preservation Ordinance.)

Name(s) and Address(es) of Applicant(s):

Rock Island Preservation Society Rock Island Preservation Society
.. o <2 Qoo Suzanne Curry, President
‘Signature Name
902 23rd Street Rock Island, I1 61201 309-786-1202
Address Telephone

Please attach the following:

1. Legal description of property (available from abstract or
County Recorder of Deeds office).

2. Map 1ndlcat1ng location of property proposed for designation
(assistance available from Planning and Redevelopment
Division).

3. Recent photograph (copies of old photographs or drawings may
also be included).

4. Indicate whether or not the owner is aware of the proposed

designation.
OWNER IS NOT AWARE OF PROPOSED DESIGNATION



NOMINATION FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION

VILLA DE CHANTAL

2000 16th Avenue
Rock Island, Illinois

NOMINATION CRITERIA

C(iteria (1): The Sisters of the Visitation and their academy, the
Villa de Chantal, have significant value as part of cultural heritage
of this community.

Criteria (3): The Villa de Chantal is representative of the Gothic
Revival architectural style which is very appropriate for a religious
order and school.

Criteria (4): The Villa de Chantal is the most extensive design
project of local architect George Stauduhar to be built in Rock
Istand. Stauduhar’s status as a master architect has been validated
by the National Register of Historic Places designation of his family
home at 1608 21st Street, Rock Island, Il1linois in 1982 and St.
Teresa Hall and Sacred Heart Chapel as contributing structures in the
St. Benedict’s Convent and College Historic District in St. Joseph,
Minnesota in 1989.

Criteria (5): The Villa de Chantal has been a visual landmark
situated high on the bluff of Rock Island since 1900.

CRITERIA (1)

HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF THE VISITATION

It was St. Francis de Sales who founded an order of cloistered nuns
named in honor of the Visitation of the Blessed Virain. Oriainally.
he did not have a religious order in mind but wanted women to lead a
contemplative life and to visit the sick and the poor. thus the name
“Yisitation". A vouna widow. Baroness de Chantal. with four
children, met Bishop de Sales throuah her brother. the Archbishoo of
Bourae. Time passed. her children weve older and Madame Jane Frances
de Chantal {later cancnized as Saint) was chosen as the leader of the
new relidious community. The conavedation of four was canonically
established on Trinity Sundav. & June 1610. in their house ﬂfa?

Annecy. France. There were 170 foundations in fifteen countries when
the Visitation Order held its tercentenarv celebration.

The official date used for he bedinning of the Orde of Visitation
in the United States is 1816 Since its beginanina. it was one of few
ocrders which received not onity vVirains but also widows aged.



crippled and the sick within its ranks. The order was founded for
one purpose and that was to be contemplative. The needs of the
times, however, forced many of the monasteries to open within their
cloisters, schools for young girls. The Annecy house had, along with
the others in France, been dissolved during the revolution but later
were allowed to reopen on the promise that the sisters would
establish schools for the local children and be no expense to the new

government. The midwest bishops had requested Sisters of the
Visitation to come to this area for several years before their
request was granted. Six sisters (Visitandines) from France arrived

in Keokuk, Iowa in 1853 under the guidance of Bishop Loras and Father
de Villars. Their academy opened in 1855. Due to many unfortunate
incidents, the nuns decided there was no future in Keokuk and
accepted an offer from the bishop in Kentucky to open a house and a

school in Maysville. The community was canonically established 6
June 1865. For more that thirty years, the Visitation sisters had
been in Maysville and their community had grown greatly. There was

no dissatisfaction with the people or clergy, but with the climate.
Twenty-six deaths which were mostly young and valuable members had
been caused by consumption. Bishop Spalding of Peoria, Illinois,
responded to a request from the Kentucky bishop to find the sisters a
place. They were offered a choice of Moline, Peoria, or Rock Island.
Mother Frances Borgia and a companion/advisor chose Rock Island as
the most desirable location for their new academy.

THE VISITANDINES IN ROCK ISLAND

Bringing the <convent bells from Maysville, the Visitandines
established their first school in Rock Island in 1898. The Reynolds
house became a temporary school with the third floor becoming two
dormitories, one for the sisters and one for the boarders. For the
time being, the day school would receive boys to the age of twelve,
as well as girls. The Visitandines were also going to teach in a
parochial school opening later in the year. The academy opened on 8
September, was incorporated under state Tlaws, and given the name
Villa de Chantal. The Villa was very near the Sacred Heart Church on
Fifth Avenue and next door to the Cable homestead. The students
called it "2939". The community stayed at 2939 for nearly two years
while looking for something more suited to their needs.

Bells on Two Rivers by Katherine Burton describes the site selection
for the new school. "One day Dean Thomas Mackin, the rector at St.
Joseph’s came to see Mother Borgia. He said he wanted to show her
what he declared was the very place to build, and he had brought his
carriage to take her there. It was, he said, a site known locally as
Ball’s Bluff, and it was evident from his tone that he considered it
a wonderful location. Mother Borgia and Sister Mary Agnes went with
Dean Mackin to look it over.

When the carriage stopped the religious at first thought they had
merely made a temporary halt and waited to go on. But Father Mackin
helped them out of the surrey and then 1looked around with deep
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satisfaction. "Here, Sister, 1is the place where you are to erect
your throne," he told them solemnly.

They looked about with mixed emotions at the place he was showing
them with such an air of triumph. It had been, they learned, an old
cow pasture, and it still showed traces of its former occupants. It
was late November and snow lay here and there in soiled patches on
the rough ground. The trees were small and scraggly and there were
tall dead weeds everywhere. But when they 1ifted their eyes from the
ground they felt better, for a wonderful view greeted them. The land
stood on a bluff and when one came close to the bank, one could see
both Rock Island, in I1linois, and its sister city, Davenport, in
Iowa. Between the two cities flowed the majestic width of the great
Mississippi River."

Mother Borgia was dismayed by the site; however, she was impressed by
Dean Mackin’s reasoning. After consultation with attorneys, the nuns
purchased the property for $11,000.00. The money for building would
have to be borrowed.

Ground was broken in July 1900 for the new edifice that would be
called by the same name as the original academy, Villa de Chantal.
Architect George P. Stauduhar designed the structure with the idea of
additional wings being added at a later date. The first building on
the site was a small brick structure to be used as a kitchen and
eating place for the workmen. Work on the main building began in
September. N. Juhl was the general contractor and other contractors
included C.J. Larkin for the brick work, Blake & Murphy for the
plumbing and hot water heating plant and Tri-City Electric for the
electric lighting. Total cost for this first wing of the building
was $30,000.00. Some of the sisters moved to "The Property", as it
was affectionately called, in January of 1901. The balance of the
nuns and all of the boarders moved in on Washington’s birthday.
Dedication of the building was held on 19 March 1901. At that time,
the 1location was described as Twenty-first Street and Thirteenth
Avenue even though the street and avenue did not go through. While
the main approach was planned from the south, now Sixteenth Avenue, a
much shorter route for pedestrians, a series of steps, had been
constructed from the northwest side leading up from Twentieth Street
at Twelfth Avenue towards the rear of the building.

The Villa was only five years old when the sisters had to rent a
large house near their own to use for the grade pupils. It proved,
for a time, to be adequate to handle the increasing enrolliment. But
soon it was time to consider building the first addition to the
monastery. Enrollment at the academy had swollen to sixty boarders
and an ever increasing number of postulants (probationary candidates
for membership). The news of the decision to break ground was
announced in July, 1906, to the Visitandines and neighbors by ringing
the convent bell. The new addition would include an intern chapel, a
chapel for guests, service, reception and classrooms, and private
rooms for the boarding students. Architect George P. Stauduhar

3



designed this second building to be joined to the original structure,
in the same Gothic Revival style. The new building was to serve as
the main entrance to the academy and an impressive entry was designed
that included a towering belfry to house the convent bell. Inside,
oak was used for the wainscoting of the parlors and for Gothic arches
in the parlors and guest chapel. Marble was used extensively as well
as stained glass windows ordered from Munich.

The cost of this new addition was considerable. Some $80,000.00 had
to be borrowed. The sisters were fortunate to have had extraordinary
volunteers who aided them in raising money. Businesses donated food,
mothers of the students served dinners in donated downtown store
fronts, and "entertainments" were staged at the old opera house. The
new chapel was dedicated in early June 1907, followed by a tour of
the new school and the second floor boarders’ rooms. Even with this
expansion, it was obvious that another addition would be needed in
the future.

The Villa Guild was established by a group of women in 1908 with the
goal of helping the school both socially and financially. The nuns
through the years had many benefactors - students, friends,
relatives, parents, businessmen, clergy, to mention just a few.

An article in The Rock Island Argus on January 31, 1908 announced
that an Eastern philanthropist, P.J. Kieran of Rochester, N.Y.
donated the money for a library in the newly completed addition. He
also pledged $20,000.00 for the improvement of the academy grounds.
He secured the services of a Rochester landscaping firm who sent a

landscape architect to Rock Island in the fall of 1907. The
landscape plan included a master circulation plan with walks and
drives as well as gardens and pavilions. An Italian pergola with a

red tiled floor was designed for an area near 22nd Street, and a
sunken garden with hardy flowers and shrubs was designed for the rear
of the grounds. Evergreens and shrubs for the project arrived from
New York and work progressed steadily until bills began to arrive
addressed to the Sisters of the Visitation. The horticulturist
demanded payment and legal proceedings against the community began.
Faithful relatives and friends of the sisters came to their rescue
and public sale of the property was prevented by an insurance company
Toan. A Rock Island businessman provided surety. A reeling disaster
was adverted but final payment on this debt was not made until 1946.

In 1919 Father James Quinn was appointed the first resident chaplain

of the Villa. He wanted his own quarters which would include room
for his housekeeper, be located close to the school and yet offer
some seclusion. A story and a half bungalow was designed by

Stauduhar and built to the east of the academy with the cost shared
equally by Father Quinn and the Visitandines. Upon his death, the
bungalow became the property of the community.

In that same year the Villa de Chantal aff 1iated with North Central
Association of high schools and colleges. It was now numbered among
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the best schools of the day. 1In 1926 what had been apparent to the
sisters was also pointed out by the Association. The academy would
be dropped from the association unless classroom accommodations for
its increased number of students were met.

Two years passed during which time the sisters made plans for a new
building but could not find a way to fund the expansion. At
commencement ceremonies 1in 1928 an announcement was made that the
situation was now critical - especially with the North Central
Association. A Chicagoan who had two daughters attending the
academy, came to a partial rescue. Frank Lewis offered $50,000.00
towards the new addition on condition that the community raise twice
that amount by the end of the year. The sisters accepted the
challenge. Through their efforts and those of their friends and
students, by mid-1929, bids were being considered and Bishop Dunne
gave his approval for construction to begin.

This east wing of the academy was designed by a Rock Island
architect, Edward Lerch. Stark Construction Company of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa had the general construction contract. The three story building
contained classrooms, a gymnasium, cafeteria, offices, science
laboratories, a study hall, an infirmary and individual rooms for the
boarding students, along with an elevator shaft (no elevator yet).
It was dedicated on 10 June 1930 and named Lewis Hall.

In the early summer of 1950, the Sisters of the Visitation marked the
occasion of the golden anniversary of their transfer from Maysville

with three days of Jjubilee celebrations. The Villa grounds have a
ravine near the south entrance winding down around the bluff to
Twentieth Street that had never been Tlandscaped. Steps were

constructed from the entrance drive to a terrace at the lower level
of the ravine where a wrought iron kneeling rail and a large statue
of the Lady of Fatima were placed. One of the jubilee celebrations
was the dedication of the Fatima shrine. What had been a thorn on
the hillside was now a pleasure to behold.

The Visitandines had been a cloistered community in Maysville. When
they came to Rock Island, the grilles from their old convent came
with them. Bishop Spalding, however, refused to allow them to be
installed here until their school was well established. One
reasonable argument he made was that the area was mainly Protestant
and families would more 1likely send their children to an open
community than a cloistered one. The situation began to change as a
result of decisions made in Rome in 1951. By late August 1953, all
requirements for minor papal enclosure had been met. The bishop
underscored the importance of the event by telling the Visitandines
they would be the only such order in the diocese as long as they
maintained their cloister. It was a very solemn occasion when the
curtain was drawn for the first time across the oak grille.

By 1959, the community had grown enough to make an addition to their
monastery a necessity. It would contain sleeping rooms, shower
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rooms, and utility closets on the second floor and a large porch on
the first floor. Shortly before this time businessmen of the Tri-
Cities formed a Villa Fathers’ Club to assist the sisters in any way
needed. Their assistance provided both professional ideas and
material items and ranged in scope from advertising to resurfacing
tennis courts.

Housing for the community’s growing fleet of buses and chaplains’

cars was also a problem in the late 50’s. The north east corner of
the property at Twenty-first Street and Twelfth Avenue was never
really used and consequently was also poorly maintained. The power

company expressed an interest in the corner for a field transformer.
Their first offer for the unused lot was almost ignored until a
higher one was received and accepted by the community. A four space
garage was built at another site with the proceeds.

The decision was made in 1958 to close the boarding school and devote
full attention to the constantly expanding day school. It was not an
easy decision to make. After all the facts were discussed and a vote
taken, it was agreed to close the boarding school the following year.
The entire school closed after June of 1978. Each year, at the time
of graduation, students was presented with a small gold crescent.
The crescent, an incomplete circle, symbolized the fact that though
their years at the Villa were complete, their 1ife was not. With the
crescent came the admonition that each graduate should strive to
develop the crescent of their life into a perfect circle of maturity.
To this day, graduates enthusiastically recognize the impact of the
Villa on their lives and have an exceptional degree of loyalty to and
pride in the Villa.

The bells which came with the Visitandines to ITlinois from Kentucky
in 1898 have tolled for grief, death, joy and l1ife. Even though the
bells have ceased to toll here, the Sisters of the Visitation have
left an indelible mark on Rock Island, nearby communities and far
away places with their contributions of superb education and a
landmark quality structure symbolizing the tower bells tolling for
life.

CRITERIA (3)

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The Villa de Chantal 1is designed in the Gothic Revival style
reminiscent of European cathedrals. It is actually an original
building plus three additions, some of the additions having been
planned from the beginning to allow the school to grow as usage
increased and funds allowed.

The original building, now the west wing, was completed in March of
1901. It is a three story structure, with a high basement, running
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north and south and facing in the latter direction. The exposed
basement is built of red chipped brick and the remainder is built of
buff colored St. Louis pressed brick. The two surfaces are separated
by a stone belt course. The original roof was grey slate highlighted
with an existing black painted copper octagonal cupola.

The south facade of the original building features a gabled roof
ending in a high parapeted wall. A three story bay, centered under
the gable, has a flat roof with a crenelated (scalloped) parapet.
Four narrow casement windows decorate the facade above the bay. They
sit on stone sills and are topped with a decorative label molding.
The use of stone sills and these same decorative label moldings on
the windows on the south and west facades of the building affords a
distinct visual separation of the three stories. The exposed basement
gindows ﬁre topped with flattened arches highlighted by decorative
rickwork.

A smaller three story crenelated bay is again centered on a parapeted
wall on the west facade. The window treatments and belt courses of
the front facade are continued here. Of special note are the highly
decorative copper dormers with their ornate finials on either side of
the cross gable.

A four story utilitarian addition has been added to the building on
the north face. It is constructed of the same red chipped and buff
colored brick but does not contain any other decorative elements.

The east facade of the original building was designed with additions
in mind. Spacious cloister porches overlooking what was to be a semi-
enclosed courtyard line this face of the building. Three of the
decorative metal dormers adorn the roof line. A square two story
crenelated tower sat at the southeast corner of the building. It
served as the original front entrance to the Villa and would also be
the connecting point for the anticipated additions.

There were over sixty separate apartments in this original building.
The basement floor contained a study hall and recreation and cloak
rooms. The parlors, music rooms, and a library were on the first
floor. The second floor housed the chapel and the private rooms for
boarding pupils and the third story was an open dormitory area. When
the remainder of the Villa was constructed this portion was to be
used exclusively for the sisters’ quarters and this was reflected in
the interior design. A two story frame refectory that also contained
the kitchen, Taundry, and heating plant for this original building
was adjoined to the northeast corner.

The most ornate portion of the Villa De Chantal is the center
section. It was designed as a rectangular structure sitting parallel
to the original building, the two being joined by an administrative
building, the whole enclosing a rectangular courtyard opening to the
north. The design and construction materials of this center section
closely match that of the original building. The exposed basement is
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built of red chipped brick, the upper three stories of buff pressed
brick. Belt courses and Tlabel moldings of the original building are
again used here as is the cross gabled roof line ending in parapeted
walls rising above crenelated three story bays.

The focal point of this central building is without doubt its main
entrance. It is framed by two symmetrical towers, one crenelated in
the manner of the numerous bays, the other supporting an octagonal
belfry with a red slate roof and gothic shaped openings. A band of
stone plaques connects and encircles these towers just below their
roof Tines, the two central plaques bearing the construction dates of
1900 and 1906. The main entry itself 1is covered with white glazed
terra cotta and features a multitude of decorative designs including
Tuscan pilasters and an ornate arch that frames double front doors
topped by an arched leaded glass transom further ornamented with
wooden tracery. A Tlarge rose window is centered high above this
dramatic front entrance.

Other windows in this central section of the Villa are no less
dramatic and many contain beautiful stained glass patterns.
Symmetrically placed double arched windows on the second floor are
further enhanced by incorporation into even larger decorative arches.
First story windows although simple casements, are set in pairs and
embellished with a central Tuscan column and decorative moldings. Two
black copper windowed dormers matching those on the original building
are set at the roof 1line. Twisted copper downspouts, a Stauduhar
trademark, grace the front of the building.

The north face of this central section, while being less ornate than
the south facade, features a varied roof 1line again incorporating the
black copper dormers and retaining the stone belt course above the
second story. The red chipped brick exposed basement separated from
the pressed brick upper stories by a stone belt course is also
maintained.

A tablet-like detail that is repeated through out the building is
particularly noticable here on windows at the back of the building.
The emblem consists of a decorative "V" with adcross emerging from the
top. Branches of folliage spread out from beh'ind the cross.

The west face of this second wing allows for the semi-enclosed
courtyard between itself and the original building. Elaborate wooden
lattice faces the courtyard on the first floor. A corner stone on a
room at the rear of this wing is dated September 15, 1918, but no
written evidence of any additions added at this time has been found.

To the east of this central section, a final wing was added to the
Villa in 1929. Much less ornate in design than the other buildings,
it retains several of their design features. Again an exposed
basement of red chipped brick is separated from the upper stories by
a stone belt course. Buff brick is used on the upper stories of the
south and east facades of the building. More common red brick is used

8



on the north face. The roof line is cross-gabled and the familiar
crenelated three story bays are placed on tall parapeted walls. The
belt course between the second and third stories is maintained but is
on this section of the building undecorated. In general the windows
are of a plain institutional nature.

The entrance to the east wing of the Villa features double front
doors centered under a decorative stone arch. Four mascarons (a
representation or a face, a human or partly human head) flank the
sides of the arch and seven stone squares featuring ornate leaf
patterns are set above the doors. Two sets of three windows are
centered one on top of the other above the central entrance. The
upper set 1is enhanced by ornate tracery.

The north facade of this east wing now features portions ranging from
one to three stories and while appearing utilitarian in nature still
incorporates stone belt courses and two parapeted walls in keeping
with the overall design of the Villa.

In 1919 a chaplain’s bungalow was built on the property. It stands
just to the east of the main structure. The one and one-half story
house shows craftsman and prairie style influences with its decidedly
horizontal Tines and exaggerated eave overhangs. It is constructed of
buff brick sitting on a red brick base. The 1low gabled dormer
features a decorative eyebrow window and roof brackets decorate the
front entrance as well as the porch eaves. Square upper columns rest
upon more massive piers at the porch <corners but decorative
Corinthian columns sit atop the piers on either side of the porch
entrance. A concession to the general Gothic style of the Villa
itself is the shape of the side openings on the porch.

Several other buildings stand on the Villa property. Directly behind
the north extension of the center wing, a root cellar is dug into the
hillside. A two story brick and frame structure thought to be the
original power plant for the Villa sits near the north east corner of
the property. There are three non-contributing garage structures on
the site. One car garages sit to the south of the original building
(just off the circle drive) and to the east of the bungalow. A four
stall garage accessible from 12th Avenue is cut into the hillside on
the north edge of the property.

THE VILLA LANDSCAPE

The Villa grounds were at one time extensively landscaped. Reference
has been made to a New York landscape architect whose design included
a master circulation plan with walks and drives as well as gardens
and pavilions. 1In recent years landscape architect Dean Sheaffer has
seen actual documents that were stored at the Villa bearing the name
of Alling S. de Forest, Landscape Architect, Rochester, N.Y. and
Landscape Department, Glen Brothers, Glenwood Nurseries (E.S. Mayo,
Proprietor) Rochester, N.Y. The whereabouts of these documents today
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is unknown

In addition, George Stauduhar submitted plans for a bridge the large
ravine on the Villa grounds and a grotto shrine to be built in the
southeast slope. The bridge is non-extent but piers and footings
remain marking its spot in the vravine. Although financial
considerations prevented all these plans from being implemented
immediately, in subsequent years graduating classes donated
landscaping items in keeping with the overall plan. A small gazebo
sits on the bluff top to the northeast of the original building. An
inscription in the walk Teading to the gazebo says "gift of the class
of 1916." These donations led to the present configuration of the
approximately 14 acre Villa 1landscape. One landscape feature
noticably missing in 1994 is the presence of any statuary.

The fact that the grounds were part of a master plan is particularly
significant in light of the other major landscape efforts occurring
in Rock Island around that time. Jens Jensen designed the grounds of
the Denkmann home (now Hauberg Civic Center) in his
prairie/naturalistic idiom around 1908; and Longview Park, formerly
Bailey Davenport’s pasture, was being designed by O0.C. Simonds,
starting around 1902. This significant beautification of three major
properties extending along Rock Island’s bluff must have been a
source of amazement and pride to area residents. No such significant
landscaping efforts are believed to have occurred since that time.
Both Jensen and Simonds were based in Chicago and espoused a style of
landscaping that emphasized native plant materials to enhance the
natural beauty of a site. Although the Villa’s design seems to have
been more Picturesque in nature, incorporating sunken gardens and
specimen plantings, the natural landscape of what had previously been
a cow pasture was emphasized and enhanced.

CRITERIA (4)

George P. Stauduhar

Wings one and two of the Villa de Chantal and the chaplain’s bungalow
were designed by local architect George P. Stauduhar. Stauduhar was
born in Decatur, Illinois on December 25, 1863. He grew up in
Mahomet, I11inois where he showed an early aptitude for architectural
design that was furthered by his studies at the University of
IT1inois Academy in 1885-86 and the College of Engineering (which
included the Architecture Department) in 1886-88.

In 1890 Stauduhar established an architectural practice in Rock
Island that <continued wuntil his death on September 23, 1928.
According to materials contained in the Stauduhar Architectural
Collection at the University of ITlinois, the architectural practice
involved the entire Stauduhar family. The four sons assisted in
business arrangements and supervised on-site construction work, while
the four daughters maintained financial records and inventories. The
eldest son, Charles, operated his own construction company and was
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Stauduhar’s principal business partner.

Stauduhar died of heart failure in 1928 in Valley City, North Dakota,
at a recently completed hospital that he himself had designed, while
supervising the construction of a nearby church. His son Charles was
killed in an auto accident while traveling from North Dakota to Rock
Island after making arrangements to return his father’s body. And
thus the Stauduhar architectural practice came to an abrupt end.

Stauduhar 1is primarily noted for his eclectic designs of homes and
business structures and even steamboat interiors in the Quad City
area, but he gained his wider midwest reputation through his design

of churches. Over two hundred churches of his design were
constructed in the upper Mississippi Valley, most Roman Catholic of
Gothic Revival style. The Villa is unique in <combining his

experience in ecclesiastical architecture with educational and
residential functions.

CRITERIA (5)

The buildings of the Villa are set well back from the north edge of
the bluff, away from the view of the river valley, and offer their
open gates to Highland Park. Stauduhar’s design allowed for privacy
of the convent while still making it an integral part of Highland
Park.

Although attorney Frank Kelly platted Highland Park 1in the 1890s,
this area, then on the distant outskirts of town, had only three
homes built there prior to the construction of the Villa. These
homes, all designed by Stauduhar, included Kelly’s, his law partner
John Looney’s house and Stauduhar’s own. After the construction of
the Villa, many other homes were built in Highland Park, with most of
the homes completed by 1915. The Villa was critical 1in the
development of Highland Park and the expansiion of Rock Island
neighborhoods up o nto the bluff.

The Villa de Chantal has stood as a prominent architectural feature
atop the bluff overlooking Rock Island since 1900. Over the years,
thousands of people have passed through the gates onto the Villa de
Chantal grounds. It has most certainly become an established and
familiar visual feature in our community.
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Visitation Sisters' Compiete Re-
moval to thb Villa de
Chantal.

LOOATED IN A PRETIY B8POT
Othoi—auildingt to Go up Soonse

; Large and Handsome
; 8chool Planned.
i

iThe aisters of the, Visitation Acad-
ewmy have cowpleted the removal of
their effocss f[rom tBe old Reynolds

mansion on Filth svedne, whore they

tbeir resl‘enco in | this city, to the
tpndsome’ new hulldieg ey have
constructed on the brow of the bluff
near the reservnir, nnd which wi
known as the Villa de Chaotahy——~--

Althouyh the interior of 1be new
quarters wero oot ontirely finisbed,
schonl was opencibnn the lower foors
inst Mouduy, und the remaval of the
furoiture bus Leen golug oa all weck.
No cerctuonivs have marked the occu-
pation of Lhe new buildiog, but March
19 thore will be dedicatory scrvices.
After March 15 the publlc will he
welcorucd ss visitora.

Commanding View,

The site of the Villa do Chantal jaa
most cotnmandipg nne. It is located
at what would bo Twenty-first street
and Thirteenth avenue, were the
streets contiauned, and rests on the
brow of the bill overlookiag the cltles
of Rock lsland and Daveoport, Rock
[sland arscosl, and below, a 12-mile
section of the brosd and heautiful
Missisaippl with the abutting bills
visiog on elther side. 'The grounds
back will bo laid out in & lawn, with
shrubbery and walks,
way even now bLeing J_;
straction. Thera will
and a nuwber of other pl‘of\llonl for
outduor exercise aml awaoselunent.” A
sbort distanco to the southeast arv the
city reservoira, located on the grounds
which will be Loown as Reservoir

ourse of con-

rk. .
Whilo the wain app

h will "he
from the Bouth a muchi shortar route
for podestrians has bedp cosstracted

from the northwest, loadiag from
Tweoticth street ut Twolfth avenuc
by A serics of steps to tho rear of the
building.
Three Stortes High.
The portion of: the building now
'completed mod oceupied will be tbe
west wing of the villa confowplatel
in the matured plana. Ju ia a & stocy
structuro with s high - basement,
'10uxb1 foot on the ground, runnlog
aud  south aud faning o the
latter direction. ‘The style of archi-
tecturo is Tlsin and there are few gii”
belllsbments. Juining the maia part
on tbe portboast. is the refoctory. s
sramo bailding two atories im helght,
aesigocd for use Aas a kiichen and
iaundry and (o contsio the heatiog
plant. o
The basement of the uain part (s
;onilt of chippet brick and the re-
maiader is of 8t. L.ouls pressed brick.
The roof is slate. ' On the cast.side
Iare spacious cloister porches joining
Ithe firat and seconit tloars nnd ranniog
ialmoat the catire length of the build-
‘The interiur s tinisbud in yellow
with hard maple loora. ¢a each
ceotral corridors from which

Hizty Qeparste Apsrtments.

Qa the lower

DEMY)

have been domiciled sincs taking up |

foder "ArWE |

Lannls codrte |’

| -~.The Februsry receipts wcre
Ixtget io the Liatory of the Rockh

THE ARGUS, SATURDAY. MARCH 2. 1991

or

ibrary sud mosic roows. Un ibe
u&&um ave the chapel snd -privese
roois for boarding puptls. The dor-
witory {s on thefourth tloor. When the
remsinder of the villa Is constiruoted
the presest portion will bo uged ex-
clusively for tne pisters’ qaarters, and
lur this it was desigued.  As now. ar-
ranged. 50 boarders. and 10v day
pupils can be accommodated.

Work on the structure was began i
September, N. Juhl having the gen-
eral contract, C.J. larkin that for
the brigk work, Blake & Murphy the
plumbing snd the inetalling ofﬂn hot
-water. heating piant, aad the Tri-City
Electrio eom%cuyg the electric light-
log. The tolal cobt.of the balldiog
has been $:0,000.

.| WheletaUess 880,000, . .

The plans for the completed villa
provide for a wing eass of the present
structure and parallel to it jolaed on
the south by thamiministration bulld-
iog, the whbole ehelosing. a rectasgu-

tcpurkopening to the north. ‘The

acreatiun snd closk rooms. |

gt s DAL ISMUCHTA

Cho second foor.contalos the parlors, |

T

Ropomd Sale of D., R. I./& N,
W. Causes Stir in Rail.

|

i

. road Circles.
]

¥O OFFIOIAL CONFIBMATION - YT

Though |Manager Hughes Hears
of Armngements With Mil.
walikes - News Notes.

A mild sensation was caused In
‘loeal rajlfoad oircloa by the alory in
last evening's Akius of tho réported
purchase pf the Davooport. Rock ls-
Iaad & Northwestern by the Chicago,
Milwasoken & St. I'aal and Chicago,
Burllugtan & Qalnoy, while pencral
regrot was expressed among bLusiness

wen at {He pussiinlity of such & con-

ot .4 ks inhA

-

THE VILLA

b

SRTe e

3T

DE CHANTAL.

east wing will be the schoul proper,
the south part will contain the otlicos.
parlors, ete.. asil.the presont portion
the living rooms ‘for the 25 sisters
conpeqtcd with the Institution. The
whole will cost in the neighborbood
of $30,000, "‘l‘hho beginniog ot farther
buildiag operilions.depsods upnn the
sale of the  Visitation projerty at
Maysvillo, Ky.i which ts now pending
sud may be consnmmated at aoy
time.

et ——
LARGE— POSTAL RECEIPTS.

- the
[alagd postoftice, ‘They were §7.-
3%2.71, a8 against $6 821.32 Lbo pre-
cedlng month, crea exceediog Ldose
of Curistmas inooth, which ware
§6 86187, Tbe mco!ru for the fisgcsi
yoar ending March 31, 1901, are eati-
mated at $71.000. For the year esded
March 31, 190, the receipis were
$62,550.14. '
—_—
Catarrh Onanet Be Cared '

With loasl applioations, an they cao-
wut reach Lbe seat uf Lbe disease.
Catarch lg & bLlood or conatitutional
disesse, and in under lo cure b you
must take iuteroal romedies. * Hall's
Catarrh Care is taken iaterosily and
acts djroctlyion the bloed and thucous
surfscos. sil’s Catarrh Cure is Bot
s quack medicine. It was prescribed
Ly bne of the best physicisas in this
country for . years and Isa regular

reacription. ftis composad ol the

gw. tonics ' known, cowbined with
e e e

~, ——L-:— '
Feheanry Makes liess Bh g in Vstory
[ | =t Meak Selsad o1t 18

solidatio L which would causc tho dis-
appearaifee of the iudividuality, of a
company thatia a comparstively brief
period bas grown iuto clvse ideotiti-
cation with tho comuwercisi rolstions
of the lopality, and is luokul upon s
the oite pvenue thst offers an infot to
the elty lof one or more ot tha great
trnnk I£ws that it was heped would
ultimatqly center here.
N ews tu Mr, Haghes

{ Mughbes, genoral oayer of

Pof KL & N W when tuter-
viewed [ Ly an Awnes reEor(u last
re ~unbd’ that, wh ~he hiad

zo of the ucgotistlons be~
ne Milwaukos acd bis com-
r the usa he the letter of the
tracks in the threv cities amd
its bﬂdljgo cvor the Missispippi—~sdesl
apparedtly in the intorest of the pro.
jected Haosas City short line—ho lsd
no officikl advices tu the cffeck that
either the.Milwauliee or Burlingion,
or both{ nad been dickering for the
purcbsse of his rosfl. Neither did
he understand that it| was for sule.

14 Degot Khack Will tie.
tiprovewcat, thet will follow
oydinent betiveen the Milwau.

oe
the arra
beo sud
all Jikel
wlill be
or's for

Juood will by ronsummated,
bo dissppearfpce uf the form-
urn shack that represcits a
depot o9 Twenticth: strest, & struc.
tare thd city couacil sbosld ogder re-
moved &t thc lirst opportunicy,

* And ppeskivg of depot fwproves
ments, {uis suit the Ruck Isisad &
Peoria hlsng remodulivg ita geoeral
oBices abd depot buildiny va ‘Tweatoitd

D.R I & N W, which iulio

pracilcai a
which Is no
wWin angines
Fuither |
late thy
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