NOMINATION FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION
GEORGE OSCAR WHITE HOUSE

603 Twenty-third Street
Rock Island, Illinois

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Lot Number One (1) Block Number Two (2) in that part of the City
of Rock Island known as and called Bailey and Boyle's Second

Addition to said City; situated in Rock Island County, Illinois.

NOMINATION CRITERIA

Associated with an important person or event in national,
state or local history.

Representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural and/or landscape type inherently valuable for
the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of

construction or use of indigenous materials and which retains
a high degree of integrity.






HISTORY OF PROPERTY

A warranty deed for Lots | and 9 in Block 2 of Bailey and Boyle's
Second Addition was given to Richard C. Durrett, et al, and William
H. Durrett for $700.00 on 14 May 1855 by William Bailey, et al.
Neither Richard Durrett nor William Durrett were listed in the Rock
Island City Directories from 1858/1859 through 1885. R. C. Durrett
on 5 August 1868 sold Lot | only to Dwight and Sarah Safford for
$400.00. The 1867 directory lists Dwight Safford as a guard on the
island bridge and residing on Spencer Street at the northeast corner
of Keokuk (Seventh Avenue and Twenty-fifth Street). 1In 1868 the
residence was given as Moline Avenue and Arsenal (Fifth Avenue and
Twenty-fourth Street). The 871 directory was the last one to
include the Saffords.

The property was mortgaged three times by Dwight and Sarah Safford.
John S. Gorton, a bank clerk and bookkeeper was the first for $500.00
on 31 March 1869. Two years later, 2 September 1871, it was to John
Huss for $300.00. John Huss & Brother was established in 1867 as
"practical cabinet makers and dealers in all kinds of furniture and
upholstery, frames and mouldings." William Henderson, a barkeeper,
was the third on 19 April 1872 for $1,269.95. His residence was
listed as the second house north of Spencer Street on the east side
of Washington Street (Seventh Avenue and Eighteenth Street). The odd
amount of dollars and cents would indicate a builder's lien. Lot |
purchased for $400.00 in 1868 must have had a dwelling on it in order
to increase the mortgage value in 1872.

The city directory of 1878/1881 lists Edgar Hilton as a millwright
in charge of the machinery at the Rock Island Arsenal and employed
for the past 17 years by the federal government. His residence is
given as 603 Twenty-third Street.

On 9 August 1882, the Saffords, listed as Chicago residents on legal
records, gave a $1,000.00 mortgage to Mary Myser. A "dwelling house"
is listed in the mortgage deed. 1In the 1885 directory Mary Myser's
husband, John, is listed as a mason and residing at 1912 Fifth Avenue.
There were no prior listings for the Mysers.

The property remained in the Safford's name until 26 June 1890. A
warranty deed was given to James Carl for $2,525.00. Mr. Carl's
occupation was listed as a railroad fireman in the 1867 city
directory. By the 1888/1891 issue he was listed as an engineer with
the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad and as residing at 2224
Fourth Avenue. James Carl mortgaged the property on 8 September 1892
for $2,000.00 to Joseph Tate.

Cornelia B. and C. H. Lininger purchased Lot | for $4,000.00 from
James Carl on 31 May 1902. On the same date it was mortgaged to Mr.
Carl for $2,000.00. Conrad Lininger worked for the Rock Island Buggy
Company as a traveling salesman and with his wife, Cornelia, lived

at 513 Twenty-third Street according to the 1892/1893 directory.

From 1897 through 1902, Mr. and Mrs. Lininger lived at 603 Twenty-
third Street. On | May 1903 Lot | again changed hands. It was sold



to Mary H. and George 0. White for $4,000.00. The house remained in
the White family until 28 July 1945 when George White's son,
Benjamin F. and his second wife, Alberta, sold it to Helen Boyce.

From 1872 through 1945, only two of the owners of this property,

Conrad H. Lininger and George White, ever lived in the house. The
previous owners were landlords. City directories list 603 and 603%
as having a number of tenents throughout the years. The address of

603% first appears in the city directory issue of 1897/1898.

Assuming the cost of the structure was the 1872 mortgage amount of
$1,269.95, it becomes even more likely the residence was intentionally
built for rental property. Palliser's New Cottage Homes and Details
has designs of two storey brick and frame houses with costs of $700.00
to $900.00 and $1,200.00 to $1,400.00. The National Builder's Album
of Beautiful Homes shows a home of similar size built in frame for
$1,278.8 . Another example built of stone and frame, 23 feet by 42
feet, is shown to cost $1,831.00.

An arsenal millright is listed as living at 603 Twenty-third Street

in the directory of 1878/1881. The property was mortgaged in 1872 for
$1,269.95.. It is reasonable to assume the construction date of the
house at 603 Twenty-third Street was between 1872 and 1878. 511
available evidence points to 1872 as the date of construction and
built by Dwight and Sarah Safford, The builder's and architect's
names have not been found. »

A quit claim deed was given to Robert C. Yapp, Jr. and Patricia Berg
Yapp by the Rock Island Economic Growth Corporation on 6 December
1994. The Yapps are currently restoring the property.
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GEORGE OSCAR WHITE

At age 77, the retired pioneer carriage, buggy and automobile
builder, George Oscar White, died at his home on 26 April 1926.

Mr. White was born, raised and educated in Sand Hill, Brampton in
the province of Ontario, Canada. At the age of 17 he came to the
United States and settled in the east. On 6 September (873, he

and Mary H. McDowell were married in Greenville, Pennsylvania.

Mrs. White died on 23 December 192]1. Mr. White was a member of
many fraternal organizations including a 32nd degree Mason, the
Oriental Consistory of Chicago, Trio Lodge, No. 57, Knights Templar
and Kaaba Temple, Davenport. He was also a member of Trinity
Episcopal Church of Rock Island.

George 0. White was survived by two sons, Benjamin F. White and

Tully D. White, both of whom were active in George White's businesses
Also surviving were a brother, John H. White of Evanston, Illinois
and a sister, Margaret Trimble of Westminster, British Columbia,
Canada. The funeral services were held at his home, 603 Twenty-third
Street, and he was buried at Chippiannock Cemetery. Knox Mortuary
was in charge of arrangements.

Mr. White's first factory was established in Greenville, Pennsylvania
for the manufacture of carriage bodies. Also made at this factory
was the first phaeton backboard carriage which he had patented. A
phaeton is described in Webster's dictionary as "any of various light
four-wheeled horse drawn vehicles" and also as "a touring car." A
sketch shows the front wheels as having a smaller diameter than the
rear wheels. There are two seats, one in the front for the driver
and one in the rear for passengers. There is no roof.

In 1886 George White and his family moved west so that George could
take charge of the J. H. Wilson Moline Buggy Company. They were
"wholesale manufacturers of buggies, spring and park wagons, phaetons
and surreys, etc." A surrey is defined as "a four-wheel, two-seated
horse drawn pleasure carriage." It has a roof on top and the back
wheels are higher than the front wheels.

The Moline Road Cart Company became the Moline Buggy Company when it

was incorporated in 1884 with William Ross as president. The next

year, John H. Wilson became president of the company located at Third
Avenue and Sixth Street in Moline. The company continued to manufacture
the same line of carriages and buggies which had a good reputation.
Their products were of in-house design.

George White and others organized the Rock Island Buggy Company in
December 1891 with' a capital stock of $25,000.00. The Review Dispatch
reported the company's annual stockholders meeting as occurring a

day or two before 25 November 1892. The board of directors consisted
of Phil Mitchell, Frank Mixter, John Crubaugh, I. S. White, A. C. Dart,
A. M. Blakesley and George 0. White , all reelected from the previous



A license could be given to a manufacturer outside of the 200 mile

limit, if Mr. White wished. However, if that manufacturer would not
interfere with the Rock Island Buggy Company, in the judgement of
the board, then he "aimed to have all the royalty". If it would

interfere, then thebuggy company would have twenty percent of the
royalties and the balance would be Mr. White's. The outside licenses
not to be made at a lower royalty.

The proposition goes on to state there would be three arbitrators
to decide any disagreements concerning royalties. The price of
finished poles could not be lower than $3.50 and $2.50 for poles in
white less the usual cash discount.

Mr. H. D. Blakemore, an attorney, wrote a letter dated 4 November

1892 to Frank Mixter concerning a "draft of contract in duplicate

involving in formal statement the memoranda furmished by Mr. White
11}

........ which regarded the preceding pole patent and royalty
proposition.

The Dispatch of 26 May 1896 had a small article stating "George
White, former superintendent of the Rock Island Buggy Company, has
leased the two storey building at 1620 First Avenue, and will
manufacture road wagons of his own design for the wholesale trade"
The "road wagons" were carriages, buggies and light spring wagons.

In 1899, three years after G. 0. White left as superintendent and
secretary of the Rock Island Buggy Company, John Crubaugh became
president and the company had moved to a large new plant, filling
it entirely. This company whose specialty was pleasure vehicles
had products which were shipped to every state in the union, went
out of business in 1909.

In the city directory of 1897/1898, George White is listed as a
carriage manufacturer at 1620 First Avenue, the building is non-
extant, and as residing at 513 Twenty-third Street. In 1903 he
purchased 603 Twenty-third Street and moved there with his family

Two years later, 1899, White's company moved to 1902-1924 First
Avenue. From there, in 1903, he relccated to 2420-2430 Fourth -
Avenue. Land had been purchased and a factory constructed with a
manufacturing capacity of some 3000 vehicles a year. There were
approximately 50 employees. This structure 1s extant.

The Rock Island Argus of 5 May 1902 reported that the George White
Buggy Company said it was their intention not to move from Rock
Island but to build a new building and remain in the city. In May
1903, Benjamin F. White of the George White Buggy Company launched
a "luxurious craft" twenty-four feet in length.

In 1909, the George White Buggy Company, by then "one of the largest
in the Middle West", entered into the automobile industry. The
product introduced in the early spring was a highwheeler. The front
wheels were 36 inches in diameter with 38 inch wheels in the rear.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

GEORGE OSCAR WHITE

George Oscar White was seventeen years of age when he arrived in
Greenville, Pennsylvania from Canada. During the next seven years
he had married and built his first factory for manufacturing
carriage bodies. He designed and had patented the first phaeton
backboard carriage. This type of carriage was among those made

at his factory.

The J. H. Wilson Moline Buggy Company enticed Mr. White from Green-
ville and his own factory to Moline in order to take charge of the
Moline Buggy Company. Obviously, his reputation had preceded his
arrival.

Five years later, 1891, George White, Frank Mixter, Phil Mitchell
and John Crubaugh organized the Rock Island Buggy Company. Once
again, his distinction as a renowned inventor and manufacturer of
horse drawn vehicles was essential for the newly established
company. One of his inventions, the pole, was already being
manufactured.

After four years with the Rock Island Buggy Company, Mr. White began
his own business as a carriage manufacturer. 1In 1896, he built a
factory on land he owned at Twenty-fifth Street and Fourth Avenue.
Some 50 employees worked in the plant capable of producing 3000
vehicles yearly.

In early spring of 1909, George O. White introduced an automobile of
his design with many progressive features for the time available in
either 2 seat or 4 seat models.

At the age of 70, he began yet another new business of manufacturing
curtain lights/side curtains for automobiles. 1In 1920, still
manufacturing the side curtains, he became vice president of the
Victor Storage Battery Company and was overseer for their operation.

His obituary stated "This business (George White Buggy Company) was
operated long and successfully in Rock Island" and "being one of
the last to give way to the encroachments of the automobile.



ARCHITECTURE

EXTERIOR

The George Oscar White house was built in the Italianate style of
architecture popular between 1840 and 1885. A low-pitched roof
with wide overhanging eaves and underneath large brackets either
plain or decorative are an important identifying feature. There
are more characteristics such as: two or three storeys; tall,
narrow windows often arched or curved with decorative crowns; and
a square tower or cupola. Decorative areas of Italianate houses
are cornices, windows, doorways and porches.

This architectural style which began in England, was a response to
nearly two hundred years of the formal classical style. On both
the east and west coasts but particularly in the Midwest, the
Italianate form was dominant between 1850 and 1880. The monetary
panic in 1873 and succeeding depression led to its decline in
popularity and the rise of the Queen Anne style.

The subject property is brick which has been painted, with a simple
low-pitched hipped roof that originally had cedar shingles. The plan
is a rectangular two storey with typical three-ranked fenestration

on the facade. Originally, the rear portion of the house was a storey
and a half. The 1898 Sanborn Map shows no porch on the facade, a
small porch on the southeast side of the structure and a second

porch on the northeast elevation.

This house is an unusual example of the Italianate architectural style.
Beginning at the roof line, the eaves are not overly wide nor are

there any brackets. It is doubtfull that there were any originally
because there is no apparent evidence of their existence. The

cornice line 1is made by four courses of brick which extend about two
inches beyond the wall. Window fenestration is atypical as well.

They are not tall and narrow and are simply decorated with limestone
lintels and sills.

It is quite probable that because the house was intended to be rental
property when it was built, the typical Italianate decorative features
were deleted from the design. Large brackets, extra wide eaves,
curved top windows, crowns and a full second storey would all
definitely have added to the construction cost.

Sometime after the Sanborn Map of 1898 and before the Sanborn Map

of 1906, extensive changes were made to the exterior which effected
the interior as well. Listed in the 1903 year end issue of the Argus,
George O. White, :603 Twenty-third Street, had been given a building
permit. The storey and a half rear portion was increased to two storeys
and a flat top dormer added to the north and south elevations. The
southeast porch was removed. -The northeast porch was removed and the
wall extended extended outward approximately eight to ten feet. A
sinble storey Colonial Revival wrap-around porch was built. onto the--
facade. Tuscan-columns are used with matching pilasters at:the7r::
southwest end and the northwest end of the porch. The simple cornice
is decorated with dentils on the lower edge. Originally, the porch

20



had four columns across the front, however, in reconstructing it

a fifth column was added for much needed support. The west facing
front entrance originally used a pair of doors which were changed,
sometime in the past, to a single door with sidelights.

The north side received an exterior chimney which is newer than the
remodeling of 1898 - 1906 to accomodate central heat. Going east,

a simple Palladian window was put in with the brick courses of the
wall interrupted by a brick arch repeating the arch of the central
sash. It is in this area going to the northeast corner where the
original porch had been. It appears that at least the Italianate
columns were reused for the porch built around the corner on the east
side. The window sills and lintels used on the north side extension
are wood rather than the limestone used when the house was built.

The brick work on the east elevation shows clearly that two lower
placed windows, when it was only a storey and a half, have been
bricked in. The brick itself is darker and some of the courses are
off by as much as a half brick. There is a center window placed
lower from the cornice line than the other window, both of which
have been added. The lower window is located in the back stairwell.

On the first floor there are four openings, the north and side corners
are windows and the two in the middle are doors. The northerly door
has a stone sill which is now flush to the ground. The door jamb

is older and shows signs of square cut nails which have been cut off.
The southeast corner window is original.

At the former location of the southeast porch, there has been a large
amount of brickwork donme. It begins approximately thirty-one feet
east from the southwest corner of the building. The line is marked
by a downspout in a photograph of the south side. It denotes the
rear portion of the house which had been a storey and a half. The
two second storey windows have wood lintels and sills. Also, note in
the south side photograph, the first and second storey windows to

the west of the spout where limestone was used. It is very possible
the newer brickwork to the east of the southwest original window, at
the corner of the house, is where the entrance door on the southeast
porch was located. Repeating the cornice line, the foundation is
also delineated by four courses of brick extending from the wall.

This structure now has a veritable conglomeration of windows. There
are six lights over six, there are six lights over one, there are
one light over one and then there are none over none. The simple
Palladian window on the north side has been noted previously. It is
quite probable the six over one sashes are original. They are used
on the facade and the north elevation of the unaltered portion of

the house. When the Colonial Revival style (1880 - 1955) features
were incorporated with the Italianate style of this house in 1903,
the one over one windows were used on the addition. Glass was

expensive when the house was built, especially large single panes.
It was built for rental property and the multiple smaller panes would
have been less expensive. The original windows of the house have
lintels and sills of limestone. N oo



dest

ing

went

and



100( 9ouexjuyg 100Q ®durijuy a92A0 SIY8TT

UOT32N1I3SU0DIY 111S @2u01samI
2103J9g yod2iod 3uoag . .



UoTIaI8eAh

AT 017 amy



South Elevation

Southeast Corner









TBATADY TBTIUOTO)
1o1aed juoajy ul Yyses wojljog

leAaTaay [BTUOTOD
107ied JuoiJ uUT SIYSES I3MOT]
pue 1adddn Jo uostaiedwo)

sjeueTiell - aofaed 3juoil
70 yses iaddn utr 83d aaenbs
TTTETIER TR
R

5

3]






2308 SIXTH AVENUE

The 1892 Sanborn Map shows a single storey outbuilding on the
property of 603 Twenty-third Street parallel to the alley. The

south elevation is in line with the main structure. The north
side in line with the then existing nexrtheast_.poreh. Its foot
print remains the same in 1898. However, on the 1906 map, the

outline has changed with a one storey north facing addition which
is slightly indented to the east from the original structure.

The exterior of the rear house is sided with cut stone patterned
tar paper. The north roof line which is lower marks the addition
put on between 1898 and 1906. There is a stucco gable divided by
vertical wood pieces dividing the end gable into 6 portions. The
south gable is sided like the rest of the building.

Inside the house there are six rooms. Three of these are readily
identifed as a bathroom, storage room and kitchen. The other three
were probably a living room and bedrooms. The kitchen is large
enoughin to have had a dining area. There are two entrance doors
with one, northwest corner, leading directly into the kitchen. The
other is on the south side leading into a hallway between the
bathroom and storeroom.

An address for this particular building does not appear in the city
directories until 1918 when it was numbered 2308 Sixth Avenue, the
location of Replace Light Manufacturing Company. In the 1928 issue
of the directory, Tully D. White, one of George White's sons, is
listed as manager of electric supplies. Beginning in the 1929 issue
2308 Sixth Avenue is listed as "vacant" until 1947. That year's
directory lists Arth Berger, a candy wholesaler, at the address and
residing at 1500 Twelfth Street.

The 1949 Rock Island directory gives the information that the
property is the residence of Benjamin F. White, also a son of Mr.

George White, and his wife, Alberta. It also notes them as the
owners. In 1951, Benjamin is still listed as living at 2308.
Beginning in 1953, only Mrs. Alberta White, widow, is listed through
1958. A Mrs. Irene Edwards, Rock Island Lines office worker, widow

of Fred, begins her residency there in 1959 and 1960. The latter
year was the end of the research for this piece of property.

The former outbuilding, then becoming a manufacturing company was
converted into a residence between 1948 and 1949.

33
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NOMINATION FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION
GEORGE OSCAR WHITE HOUSE
ADDENDUM

o nial Revival Windows and Wrap-Around Porches

"As in the originals, most Colonial Revival windows are rectangular

in shape with double-hung sashes. In the more accurate copies, each
sash has six, eight, nine or twelve panes. Equally common are multi-
pane upper sashes hung above lower sashes that have only a large single
pane, a pattern never seen on colonial originals."

There is a Colonial Revival dated 1898 pictured with a wrap-around
porch. And another house of the same style dated 1910 having a wrap-
around porch. A Madison, Wisconsin house dated 1896 shows six lights
over one light on the second storey windows.

McAlester, New
York: A

Pictured are three older, probably early 1900's, Colonial Revival
houses, however they are not dated. The first has a Queen Anne tower
and the sashes are multi-lights in the upper with a single light in

the lowers. Example two has single light sashes. The third has
multiple lights in the upper sash and a single light in the lower sash.

Blumenson, J.-G. Identifying American Architecture: A Pictorial
Guide to Styles and Terms, 1600-1945. New York: W. W. Norton
& Company, 1981.

The entrance photograph of the article on Early Colonial Revival shows
a house which is older having sashes as six lights over one light. It
also has a circular window tower.

"Double-hung, six over six window sash, or even nine over nine or
twelve over twelve, gave just the right colonial flavor in the broader
window openings of new day. Small panes were used only in the upper
part of the window, while bottom sash was fitted out with a single
large pane."

Among the keys to reading the old house is "Windows - 6/1 double hung
sash with pointed arch upper panes, halfway between Victorian and
Georgian (common at turn of century)".

0ld House Journal, Early Colonial Revival, Massey, James C. and
Maxwell, Shirley: March/April 1990

"One of the first examples of an "old colonial"™ house for the middle
class was this takeoff on a New England saltbox from Palliser's 1887
"New Cottage Homes." The windows are nine lights over one.

The article lists the time period for Neo-Colonial as 1895 - 1910.
It mentions that the general public is slow to accept radical changes
in style as well as taste. The buying public in 1900 thought "old
colonial” style ornamentation was all it needed to appear up to date.



2 of 2

Inland Architect, November 1893 is used as the source for reading
the Neo-Colonial House (Colonialized Victorian). The double hung
wood sash is six over one lights.

Wrap-around pc ‘e described as imparting a picturesque quality
that goes back Victorian era. A carry over from Queen Anne
(1880 - 1910).

01d House Journa The Neo-Colonial House, Labine, Clem: May 984

Ita anate Windows

From A Field Guide to American Houses which has been cited before,
following the written text and illustrations for the Italianate
style, there are photographs of Italianate homes. Ranging in date
from 1857 to mid-19th century, there are residences with four over
four lights, six over six and eight over eight.

There is no date on one photograph in Identifying American Architec-
ture which shows six over six panes on an Italianate in New Haven,
Connecticut.




