City of Rock Island
Annual Facility Inspection Report for NPDES Permit
for Storm Water Discharges from MS4
NPDES Permit No. ILR400432
Report Period: March 1st, 2019 – March 1st, 2020
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Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
Division of Water Pollution Control
Compliance Assurance Section
Municipal Annual Inspection Report
1021 North Grand Avenue East
P.O. Box 19276
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276
RE: NPDES Permit No. ILR400432 Annual Report for 2019-2020
To Whom It May Concern:
Please find the enclosed annual report for the City of Rock Island’s NDPES Phase II permit compliance.
We are constantly reviewing our stormwater program and looking for ways to improve its effectiveness.
We hope that the provided report and additional documents will show our compliance and commitment
and to the NPDES program.
Please let me if there are any questions or concerns at (309) 732-2275.

Sincerely,
Andy Parer
City of Rock Island
Stormwater Technician
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Section 1: The 6 Minimum Control Measures
We currently possess and enforce and storm water management program that meets all of the
requirements of our NPDES permit.
1. Public Outreach and Education
•

The City of Rock Island has multiple handouts that are distributed to the public on a regular basis
to educate about the impacts of storm water discharges and all related activities. This information
includes proper hazardous waste disposal, maintaining private drainage channels, how to report
illegal dumping, and a variety of other topics. All the information can be found at our website at
http://rigov.org/114/Stormwater-Management

•

The City of Rock Island uses social media to inform the public of everyday activities that can
violate our stormwater ordinance, and the negative effects these activities have on the
surrounding environment. We will continue to use this platform as an effective tool for
communicating with our residents. Our Facebook page is located at
https://www.facebook.com/rockislandil/

•

Staff member regularly volunteer to speak at local events that pertain to environmental issues to
promote our knowledge and the related programs that are offered through our Community and
Economic Development Department. We offer two programs that can assist in the environmental
goals of private residents and are very popular. These programs are:
o

The Rain Gardens for Rock Island Program
▪ 8 private gardens were installed in this reporting period totaling over 6,140 sq ft.
▪ The City of RI contributed $16,546.25 to this program
▪ Program information located at http://rigov.org/documentcenter/view/1298

o

The Rock Island Drainage Assistance Program
▪ 8 private drainage problems which included addressing surface erosion and
retaining stormwater.
▪ The City of RI contributed $22,387.48 to this program
▪ Program information located at http://rigov.org/DocumentCenter/View/997

We will continue to educate the public at every opportunity we are given. We will continually promote
the environmental programs we offer to increase the number of rain gardens and to reduce erosion and
sediment loss every chance we get.
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2. Public Involvement and Participation
•

We comply will all State and local public notice requirements when implementing our public
involvement/participation programs.

3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
•

All outfalls and discharge points within the city limits of Rock Island are inspected annually
during dry weather for illicit discharges. We use updated maps that have detailed attribute tables,
along with our own water quality testing facilities. All discharges that are determined to contain
any type of contaminate are investigated and resolved. Any outfall that is in disrepair is noted and
our Utility Department is notified.

•

Information is constantly being distributed in regards to the effects of illicit/illegal discharges via
pamphlets, pages from the stormwater ordinance, social media, or site visits.

•

The 2019 dry weather sampling event results are located on page 5

We will continue to update our GIS system to ensure we are working with the most accurate date
possible. We will continue to monitor all discharge points within the City of Rock Island annually, and be
vigilant for all other illicit discharge sources.
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2019 Dry Weather Outfall Monitoring
Throughout the year of 2019 the City of Rock Island conducted its annual dry weather outfall
monitoring event. All outfalls within city limits directly adjacent to the Rock River and Mississippi River
were inspected for flow after 72 hours of a precipitation event. Any flow coming out of the pipe that
could not be identified in the immediate vicinity (such as groundwater, springs, or any other allowable
discharge) was collected and turned over to the Rock Island sewer treatment plant for further analysis.
In total, 7 sites were found to have dry weather discharge and the results are listed below. From
the test results it was determined that the water coming from these sources posed no environmental
threat or negative impact.
The results are were as follows:
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4. Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control
•

A strict program is actively being enforced in Rock Island to reduce pollutants from active
construction sites.

•

Our current stormwater ordinance meets all NPDES requirements for erosion and sediment
control, along all related BMPs. Our stormwater ordinance is found at
http://rigov.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/1009 and all related items can be found in: Article
II. Construction Site Runoff Control

•

All active construction sites are inspected once every 7 days, and after a precipitation event
totaling 0.5 inch or greater.

•

Construction site inspections are documented in our permitting software and kept for our records.

•

The City of Rock Island collaborates with other local agencies and businesses to host an annual
erosion and sediment control workshop. This event is geared towards engineers, designers,
developers, municipal worker, contractors, and anyone else who is in the business of stormwater.
This event has increased its attendance every year and the City of Rock Island promotes it from
within to include as many City staff members as possible. We reached over 150 attendees this
year and had 6 employees from the City of Rock Island attend. These were representatives from
both the Public Works and the Community and Economic Development Department. The event
flyer is on page 8 of this report.

We will continue to be informed of the latest updates in the construction and sediment control industry,
and educate everyone involved on how to keep a clean and compliant site. We will review our stormwater
ordinance periodically to make sure it is an effective document that complies or exceeds all NPDES
requirements.
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5. Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and Redevelopment
•

It is always encouraged to developers to preserve the natural features of a site and minimize the
new impervious surfaces as much as possible. That is a common goal of all departments in Rock
Island.

•

All required detention and retention structures in the City are required to be visually inspected
every year. The visual inspection is done by the owner to look for erosion, debris, trash or any
other factors that could jeopardize the functionality of the stormwater structure. The City of Rock
Island currently has 50 structures on this list that it requires these inspections.

•

Every 5 years we require the owner to have their detention structure inspected by an engineer
actively licensed in the state of Illinois. This has been a great opportunity to discuss the long-term
maintenance plans of these structures with the developer and owner before they are installed. The
forms that are required to be completed are on page 9 and 10 of this report.

9

10

11

6. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations
•

All of our procedures related to this section are constantly evaluated to reduce the discharge of
pollutants to the maximum extent practicable.

•

All equipment washing station are located indoors with the proper facilities.

•

All building materials are protected and kept on site.

•

Leaks and spills are addressed immediately and disposed of properly.

•

Deicing materials are stored in permanent storage structures, and a minimal usage strategy is
approached in all applications of such materials.

Section 2: The Monitoring, Recordkeeping and Reporting
1. Monitoring
•

During this reporting period we have continued to implement an instream monitoring program
that samples 5 sites from the highest hydrological unit code within our MS4. The goal of the
program is to sample these sites quarterly and within a 24-hour period after a precipitation event
equal or greater than one quarter inch. We test for total suspended solids, total nitrogen, total
phosphorous, fecal coliform, chlorides, and oil and grease. During this reporting period we were
only able to sample three times due to weather conditions. A map of these sites, along with these
findings are located on page 13.

2. Recordkeeping
•

All records under this permit will be kept for a minimum of 5 years after the expiration of this
permit
3. Reporting

•

We will comply with all annual reporting and include the necessary information
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