
MEMORANDUM
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

TO: City Manager

SUBJECT: Alley Vacation Request Between 22nd and 23rd Streets North of 9th Avenue

Date: December 28, 2012

The City has received a request from three residential property owners to vacate the east/west alley between 22nd

Street and 23rd Street and between 7th Avenue and 9th Avenue (see attached letter).  This gravel right-of-way is
signed as 8th Avenue, but the right-of-way is only 15 feet wide and operates as an alley.  The letter is signed by
three of the four residents adjacent to the subject east/west alley (Jim and Mary Ann Kuehnel, 807 22nd Street, Eric
and Roelens, 754 23rd Street, and Karolyn Williams, 816 23rd Street).  It cites safety, noise, vehicle speeding and
maintenance as reasons for their request to vacate the alley and have the area become private property. There were
similar request by residents in 1986 and 2001 that were denied by the City Council.

Analysis of Impact:
Staff contacted the Public Works, Fire and Police Departments for an analysis of the request. At the writing of this
report staff has heard back from Police and Fire.  Both Department Officials have no objection to the vacation
request. Chief Venhuizen also provided a list of police calls for service in the block area since 2009.  He indicated
in an e-mail that there “were a handful of complaints of reckless driving and traffic stops”, but he could not
confirm they were “specific to the alleyway” (see attached e-mail and map).

Staff also sent letters to Mid-American Energy and AT & T Telephone. No comments have been received yet.  In
the staff report from 2001 it was indicated that Mid-American Energy has residential gas and electric street light
facilities within the alley right-of-way that will require an easement for maintenance. The light is still in place and
it appears the residential facilities are also.

Staff also contacted 31 property owners along the east/ west alley proposed to be vacated and along the north/south
alley that intersects the subject alley and extends from 7th Avenue on the north to 9th Avenue on the south and the
properties.  Staff has received one letter (see attached letter from Chuck and Diane Oestreich, 816 22nd Street), one
e-mail (see attached e-mail from Alan & Brenda Carmen, 741 22nd Street) and two telephone calls objecting to the
vacation request.  The two telephone calls objecting to the vacation request were received from Ms. Sandy Young,
824 23rd Street and Ms. Sue Gerard, 738 23rd Street. These two area residents also indicate that they want to
maintain the convenient mid-block alley access to their residences.

Staff believes that vacation of right-of-way that is used by the public should only be vacated if there is a public
benefit and strong support from the neighborhood.  The three adjacent property owners have identified their
support based on traffic and nuisance problems, but other neighbors object to the request because they use the
public right-of-way as a mid-block access (vehicle and pedestrian) to this long city block (nearly 1,000 feet long
between 7th and 9th Avenues).  These residents believe that closing the alley would result in more traffic and
congestion on the north/south alley.  Staff agrees and believes that vacating the alley would result in an
inconvenience for area residents.  Pedestrian traffic through private property would also probably increase if the
request were allowed.



Recommendation:
That the request be denied because it would eliminate a mid-block public access for this long block and would be
detrimental to the neighborhood.

Submitted by: Alan Fries, Urban Planner II
Ben Griffith, Planning and Redevelopment Administrator
Jeff Eder, Community and Economic Development Director

Approved: Thomas Thomas, City Manager
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	TO:  City Manager
	         Date: December 28, 2012
	Approved: Thomas Thomas, City Manager



