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ROCK ISLAND

MEMORANDUM

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO: Mayor and City Council

SUBJECT: Appeal of the Historic Preservation Commission’s Landmark Designation
of the former Audubon School, located at 2617 — 18" Avenue

DATE: May 8, 2013

On November 13, 2012, the Rock Island School Board approved a purchase agreement
with Fareway, Inc. for the former Audubon School property, entering into a due diligence
period, which will expire on August 1, 2013. Fareway is proposing to demolish the
structure and build a grocery store at the site, but has not yet submitted an application to
rezone the property. On February 15, 2013, the Planning & Redevelopment Division
received a landmark designation application package from Alexandra Elias, a former
resident of Rock Island now living in San Diego, for the former Audubon School site.
The application package was placed on the March 27, 2013 agenda of the City’s
Preservation Commission for what is called a “preliminary determination of significance
for landmark designation” by the Preservation Ordinance. The Commission found the
application to be complete and eligible for a public hearing.

The public hearing was held on April 24, 2013. Per Ordinance requirements, an “owner
consent form” was sent to the School Board. The School Board unanimously voted to
disapprove of the proposed designation and this form was included in the meeting
packet, which is attached to this report. There were many residents in attendance from
the neighborhood surrounding the Audubon School and several spoke in favor of the
landmark designation. School Board Superintendent Mike Oberhaus was also in
attendance and spoke in opposition to the landmark designation. After a lengthy public
hearing, the Preservation Commission voted unanimously (8—0) to designate the former
Audubon School site as a historic landmark.

The Preservation Ordinance allows an appeal of the designation by the property owner
to the City Council within 30 days of the decision. The written appeal must be submitted
to the City Clerk and scheduled at the earliest possible meeting of the City Council. Dr.
Oberhaus has submitted an appeal letter dated May 7, 2013, which is also attached to
this report. The ordinance also states that City Council may consider other relevant
factors, including economic considerations, not considered by the Preservation
Commission. Dr. Oberhaus’ letter cites “continuing maintenance of the property is an
ongoing expense that could be better used for our core mission — Educating Children.”
Rejection of Commission’s decision requires a % vote of the entire City Council.

Recommendation: Planning Staff suggests that the City Council reject and overturn the
historic landmark designation for the former Audubon School property.

Submitted by: Ben Griffith, AICP, Planning & Redevelopment Administrator
Jeffery Eder, Community & Economic Development Director

Approved: Thomas Thomas, City Manager



Rock Island-Milan School District #41

Superintendent Michael J. Oberhaus, Bd. D,

Administration Center
2181 6th Avenue

Rock istand, IL 61201
May 7, 2013 309-793-5900 x 210
309-793-5905 fux
www.rockislandschools.org

Excellence Every Day

Ms. Aleisha Patchin

City Clerk

City of Rock Island

1528 3" Avenue

Rock Island, Illinois 61201

RE: Appeal to Rock Island Preservation Commission Adoption of Landmark
Designation for Audubon School Property (Case #2013-1)

Dear Ms. Patchin,

The Rock Island-Milan School District No. 41 wishes to appeal the designation of
Landmark Status at Audubon School (Case #2013-1), as approved by the Rock Island
Preservation Commission at its meeting on April 24,

Audubon School currently has a purchase agreement in place with Fareway, Inc. The
agreement allows Fareway, Inc. to satisfy all of its conditions for its proposed use of the
site prior to closing on the property. The Landmark Designation may place conditions on
the property that would preclude Fareway, Inc. from choosing to complete the
transaction.

Prior to the Fareway, Inc. offer, the property had been on the market for two years and
had no other offers made. If Fareway, Inc. does not complete the transaction, the School
will again be placed on the market for sale. The additional requirements of the Landmark
Designation will diminish the types of purchasers reducing the opportunity for a sale.
Having a vacant school on a high traffic strect will not be in anyone’s best interest. Also,
the District’s continuing maintenance of the property is an ongoing expense that could be
better used for our core mission - Educating Children.

The District requests the City Council to not approve the Landmark Designation for
Audubon School. Thank you in advance for the consideration.

Sil_lcer;ly,

Michael Oberhaus
Superintendent



Rock Island Preservation Commission

April 24, 2013

5:15 p.m.
Council Chambers
Third Floor, Rock Island City Hall
1528 3" Avenue, Rock Island

MEETING AGENDA

1. Callto Order

2. Roll Call

3. Approval of the written agenda

4. Approval of the Minutes of the March 27, 2013 Regular Meeting
5. Procedural explanation

6. Case #2013-1- Public hearing for landmark designation of 2617 18™ Avenue, which is known as the
former Audubon School.

7. Case #2013-3 — Public hearing for landmark designation of 917 19" Street, which is known as the
K.T. & Netta [Bartholomew] Anderson House.

8. Review and provide comments to the Planning Commission on a rezoning request of 520 18"
Street, which is adjacent to 602 18" Street, which is known as the Kohn-Bradford House.

9. Consideration of 2012-13 Certified Local Government Annual Report
10. Selection of and Procedures for Predetermination Subcommittee
11. Other business

12. Adjournment



TO:

FROM:

CC:

RE:

DATE:

REPORT

Preservation Commission

Brandy Howe, Urban Planner 11
Ben Griffith, Planning & Redevelopment Administrator

Alexandra Elias, Applicant
Rock Island Milan School District #41, Property Owner

Case #2013-1 — Public Hearing for Proposed Landmark Designation of 2617 18 Avenue,
which is known as the former Audubon School

April 15,2013

The Preservation Commission determined at its March 27% meeting that the subject property met the
ordinance criteria pertaining to landmark designation. The Commission scheduled a public hearing on April
24t to gather public input on the proposed nomination. Staff mailed notification letters of the proposed
landmark designation to the property owner of the subject site and 25 notification letters to all adjacent
property owners. Staff received one phone call from an adjacent property owner. A signed owner notification
letter was returned to the City which indicates owner disapproval of the proposed nomination for the

Audubon School.



REPORT

TO: Rock Island Preservation Commission
FROM: Brandy Howe, Urban Planner 11
Ben Griffith, Planning & Redevelopment Administrator
CC: Alexandra Elias, Applicant
Rock Island Milan School District #41, Property Owner
DATE: March 20, 2013
SUBJECT: Case #2013-1 — Preliminary Determination of Significance for Landmark Designation of 2617 18t

Avenue, which is known as the former Audubon School.

General Information

An application for landmark designation was submitted on Friday, February 15, 2013 for the structure located at

2617 18™ Avenue, which is known as the former Audubon School. The applicant is Alexandra Elias of San Diego,
California. The property is owned by the Rock Island Milan School District #41. The School District is currently
considering sale of the property to Fareway Stores, Inc. for a future grocery store.

The Preservation Commission has created a list of suggested details for landmark nomination reports. While it is not
expected that all of the information can be located, most of the details listed below were provided in the report
submitted by the applicant.

Architecture

Architectural style

Description of unique architectural elements

Construction materials

Date of construction

Name of architect

Name of contractor

Description of building elements

XI  Alterations or additions

1 Missing or removed atrchitectural features

X  Important accessoty structures or landscapes

History

X Important people associated with the property

X Important events associated with the property

1 Property as it relates to the development of the community

[J Relationship to significant period of history

Context

X Placement or location of property within Rock Island

X Relationship to other properties of similar architectural style and time in history

X Ifitis a unique or unusual structure for Rock Island

X  Identifiable visual feature in the community

Executive Summary

X State how each criterion is met in a qualitative, but factual way. Provide justification, pulled from the
nomination on significance.

OXKKXXKX



Nomination Criteria

The application is being nominated under the following criteria outlined in Section 11-111: Landmark Designations
of the Preservation Ordinance.

e Representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural and/or landscape type inherently
valuable for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of indigenous
materials and which retains a high degree of integrity.

e Identifiable as an established and familiar visual feature in the community owing to its unique location or
physical characteristics.

e Its character as a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure, including, but not limited to
farmhouses, gas stations, or other commercial structures with a high level of integrity or architectural
significance.

The enclosed nomination application includes a summary report providing evidence that the structure meets these
critetia.

Nomination Procedure

Preliminary determination of significance must be made within 60 days of the filing of the nomination. Once
determination has been made, a $40.00 application fee shall be paid by the applicant. If the Commission makes a
determination of significance, the Commission shall notify the property owner of that decision by certified mail
within 10 days. The notice shall be accompanied by an owner consent form requesting the property owner to
provide written approval or disapproval of the proposed designation.

The Commission shall schedule a public hearing within 45 days following preliminary determination. Notice of
public hearing shall be sent by mail to the property owner, applicant, adjoining property owners, and advertised in
the local newspaper.

Staff Comments

Staff believes that a complete application for nomination has been submitted and that the nomination be scheduled
for a public hearing as early as April 24, 2013.
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Eiled for Bocord on this 8th r‘]_\)‘ of Juna, L 23 Lar S5.00 odock Lo AL

< ALTTT

The Grantot, s, #illian £, Bailey and Alige M, Bailey, his wife,

aof b city of Roek Island, i the Comnty of Rock Island and State of I1llinois

forthe consideration of 008 DOLLAY= = == = = = = = = ¢ = = &4 b o m e s e e e oo DOLLARS,

Ueavey ami Onit-Claim to. Board 0f Education Of Rock Island School Distriet Mumber Forty-One

sf1e City of Hock Island, Couaty of koek Island, and State pi Illineis,

Al interest in the fallowing described Real Fetate:
.

4 atrip of land eighteen (1B} feet wide running nmorth ard seuth thromgh the center of

Block Five {5) Wellace Grove addition to the City of Zock Island, otherwise demcribed s
the "Alley" in said Block Five (5). ' '

sitwated intfte Coumy nf Rock Tslaml. in the State sf Hinois, hereby rele sing am] waiving ail rigkss smnder and by vieee of te Homestead Kz

Laws of the State of inois.

Daterl this let Gay of Jhune, A Do1o 23,
Signed, Sealed aml Delivered in Presence ol ; William E. Bailey. {80
.) alice L, Bailey. [SraL]
3 [Rear.]
: . - | Sear]

STATE OF ITLLIMNOIS, Rovk Tsnaxes Cousry, ea,
i James Franklin Witter » & Netary Pubiic in and for said County. in the State alovesaid.

GO MERERY CHRTIFY it William B, Bailey & aliee L. Bailey his wifs,

pessonuliy known 1 me 1o be the same person wimse nae 8 are subscribed 10 the foregeimy instro-
ment, appearad before me this oy n person and acknowledged that £ by signed, sealed nod delivered The
said mstrumient as thelr froee and voluntary aet for the nse amd porpose therein set fondr, inchuching the
rélease and waiver of fl:e right of bomestead.

Given under my hand and  Hotariel
Juna, A D lv 2E.
James Franklin Witter. Notary Pablie,

Senf, this 1st day of

(Hotarial Seal)



DEED RECORD No. 237

Uncypen: N  S4ZE29 Fied for recard on e 48R ayw  Augnst JA D1 BE, ot 10:30 veorde B

The Grator , Annette Heimen, a Widow,

of the 01ty of Rook Island in the County of Rock Igland and State of Illincie
for the consideration of Ome Dollar end other good and vaiuadle eonsideration
Couvey 8 znd Quit-ClaimB to Board of Fdusation of Rock lsland School Distrioct Humber 41

of the 01ty of Rock Ialend County of Rock Tslsnd and State of  I1linols,

all interest in the following described Real Estate :

The Wept Eighty {80) foet of Lot Mumber BEight {8} in Blook Number Four {4) in
that part of the (lty of Rock Island krown as and called Wallace Grove dddition
to sald City.

{.U. S, Revemue Stamp 50 cencelled -

situated in the County of Rock Istend, in the State of Illinois, hereby roleasing and waiving 21l rights under and by virtue of the
Homestend Exemption Laws of the State of Illinois.

The grantee herein amgumes and agrees to pay the esgessment far paving of 27th
Street and its pro-rats share of the 18th Avenuo nssessment for paving.

Dated this ~ 2ad day of Jenuary A D 19284,
Signed, Sealed and Delivered in Presence of i Annette Helmean {SEAL
? [BEAL
3 [EEAL
[sBaL
Ezﬁraﬁ , C1iy & Gomnty of Demver
STATE O HEEE, fiver-fpner Corwrr. ss.

i Charles W. Jones . 4 Notary Public in and for said County, in the State aforesaid

DO HEREBY CERTIFY that Annatte Eeim’ a Widow
personally koown to me to be the same person  whose name 1B subscribed to the foregoing fnstru
ment, apprared before me this doy in person and scknowledged that @he  signed, senled and delivered the
{Notarial Seaiy said instrnment ag er Iree end volontdry act for the nses and purposes therein set forth, including

the relense and woiver of the right of lomestead.
Giveu under my hand and Noterial Seal, this 4t gayof February 4 p 1034
Charlos W. Jomes  Notary Publie
My Commipeion Expires Hay 12, 1928

g

L



" DEED RECORD No, 222

Docament Nu 823517, Flied for record os the 7th doy of  3eptember, , A D 1% 23,m 5.00 wodex P.n.
RRARUTLH . ¥ Diodimger, Gaion Frinear .

Ehis Indenture Witnesseth, That the grantor®l, John J. Gruske and Elle €, Gruska, his wifg,

of the City of Rock Island, in the County of Roek Island, and State of Illinois,
for and in consideration of the stm of Twelve Hundred Twenty-Five - - - - - - - - - - = - = DOLLARB

'n hand paid, CONVEY  and WARRANT 0 Board of Kdueation of Hoek Island Sohool Digtrict Number
Forty-One {41) of the City of Hock Island, Illinois,

ofthe Clty of Rook Island, County of Rock Island, and State of Illinoin, .
he following described real estate, to-wit :

Lot Number Nine (9) in Block Humber Four {4) in that part of the City of Rock Ielmnd
known 88 and called Wallace Grove addition.

.

{T. 3. Hevenue atamp $1.00 cancellad)
siuzited in thie County of Roek Istand, in the State of Hlinois. hereby releasing and waiving
all righrs onder and by victee of the Homestead Exemption Lows of the State of Ilinots.

- Subject to & mortgage of $400.0C to J, M. Witter, Conservator of Hele Swanson, Insane »

dated July lst, 1918, recorded in the Becorder's office of Rock Island County in Book
150 of Mortgages at page 375.

Subjeet to taxes for the yoar 1923,

Dated this 7th iy of Saptember, A D 19 23,
John J. Gruske. fskal]
Ella G, Gruske. - [sEan]
[sEaL}
|8EAL]

i ——
STATE OF ILLINOIS. Rock [SLAND COGNTY. ss. .

i the undersigned, % Notary Public in and for said County and State aforesaid,
B HERERY CERTIFY that John J. Gruske and #lla C, Gruske, his wife.

persouadiy known 10 me 1o b the samwe person B whose name B AT@  sobscribed 1o Lhe foregoing instrument, appeared before me
thix duy in person and acknowiedged that they sigred, sealed and deiiverad said instrument asthair free and voluntary act for
The uses and purposes therein set forth. ineluding the release and waiver of the right of homestead.
Given undet oy hand and Hotarigl Seal, this  7th
| Xotarial Seald day of September, A D 1923,

Jemes Franklin Witter. Notary Pablic.



14!
Deed Record No. 239

T b, Kt i tar ) ) 386—DHinels Office Supply Co. OHiws,
Dotument No. 242228, Flled iu:r record on the  4th  day of Angust y b D126, 10130 welock A 0.

This Yndenture Witnesarth, That the grantor g, Erneat G. Richtman and Franees Richtman, each
'in his and her own right and as husbard and wife )

ofthe Gi%y of Rock Island in tho County of Rook Islaml and State of ‘Illinois

for and in consideration of the sum of One = - - - - - - - DOLIAR

o hand paid. CONVEY and WARRANT t  Poard of Education, School District Fumber Forty-
one of the

PRI City of Book Igland County of Rock lsland and Stateof Illinols

the following deseribed real estate, to-wit :

Lot Bumber Tean (I0)} in Block Eumber Four {4), in that pai'.t of the City of Roeck

Island, kuown gs and called Wallace Grove Additioenm,

situated in ’ the County of Rock %_l:md. in ihe State of Lilinois, herebs raleasing and wairi
all rights under and by virtue of the Homestead Exemption Laws u; y State oF-Finais—

Suk ject to the ta.zés for 1926 and unpaild installments of special assessments.

Dated this firat . duy af Juna A.D 19 26.
' Ernest G. Richtman fse:
Franooa Richtman Eﬁ‘
|sE:

STATE OF ILLINOIS, Rock ISLA¥D COUNTY. s,
I the uﬁ.ﬂ.ers’igned. aNotury Public in and for said County and Stote aforesa
DO UEREBY CERTIFY that  Epneet G. Hlehtman aph Frances Riohtman husband and wife

persunaliy known to me to be the same person g whose nome ere subscribed to the foregoing instrument, uppeared before
this day in parsom and acknpwlaized that £ he Fuigned, seaiod and dejivered said instrument zs ThelP free angd voluntary act
the usns and purposes thecein set forth. including the release and waiver of the right of homestead.
GFiven nnder my hand and official Soal, this first
| Notarial Seal] day of June A D19 BGa

George C. Wenger Notary Pub)



DEED RECORD No. 222

Macuwent No. 223434. Filed for vecord oo the 13th dny of September. A DR 23, at 2..00 oelnck  P.b
aRkeAD—ST. kot J. P. Disdinger, Untor Prinksr

Chis Inbenture Hlitnesseth, That the grantor 8, William B, Garrison ané Elleu Garrison, husbs

and wife,
ofshe City of FRoek Islend, in the County of Eock Islaend, and State of Illirmois,
for and in consideration of the snm of Twelve Lundred ($1200.00) = = = « - = o o o - = DOLLAT
m hand paid, CONVEY and WARRANT  to - Board of Edueation of Eoek Islend School District
Humber 41,
of the © 01ty of FRock Island, County of Hoclt Isleund, wnd Stateof I1limois,

the foliowing deserihed real estate, to-wit =

Lot Eleven (11} im Block Four {4) im thut part of the City of Kook Islznd known as ané
called Wallace Grove, am addition to sald City.

{UV, S. Revenue stamp §l.50 cancelied)

sitmsited in " the Cuunty of Roelk islund. in tha State of Hliinois. heraby releasing and waivi

Al right= under nod by virtue of the Homesrend Sxemption Laws of the State of Tlinois.

Duted this  8th day of  September, A DLl 23, his
- William B, X Farriaon. [sa
- . oark {sE.
¥llen Garrison. [sE.
{SE.

STATE OF ILLINOIS, BoCck [SLakD COUNTY, ss
i, the undersigned, 1 Notary Public it and for said County and State aforess
00 HEREBY CERTIFY thwt  #illiem 3. Gerrison, and Ellen Garrisen, huskband and wire,

persaidlly knews 1o we to be the same person 8 whose ngme 8 " ssbscribed to the foregoing instriment, appeared hefore
thiz duy in person nnd acknowiedged that they signed, sealed and delivered said instrument 2z their free and veluntary act
tha nses aad purpeses therein set forth, inciuding the release and waiver of the right of homestead.
Given under my hand and  Hotarial Sezl, this ath
| Xotarial Seal| day of Septentber, A Doig 23,
’ : Win. N. Relston. Nowry Pub



DARAEE . i -

UEED RECORD No. 222

Boeument Xo, 223927 Filad for record on the 15th asy of Cciober, A b0 23 a 9.00
-3, P. Disdioger. Tioy Privter

Celoek <+ M.

Ehiz Iudeniure Witnessetl, That the grantor 3, Owen J. Brien and Slare Brien husband snd wite
gach in their own right and as spouse of the othar

of the C1ty of Hock Islané, in the County of  Eoelk Islancg, and State of Illinois,

for snd in congideration of the sum of Thirty-1ive Bundred (§3500.00) - « = = = = = = « - — — DOLLAR
1w-hand paid. CONVEY  and WARRANT te Bosrd of Educawnion of hock Islend Sehool District
Huzber Forty-One

of the City of Hock Island, Connty of rock Islang, and State of Iilinois,
the foilowing described real estale, to-wil -

Lots Twelve (12) mnd Vhirtean {13) in Block Four [4) Vializce Grove addition to ths
City of Koek Island,

(U, S, Kevenue stamp $3.50 csrcelled)

sitnated in the County of Ruek lsland, in the State of Illinois, hereby releasing and waivir

wil righits under snd by virtue of the Homestead Exemption Laws of the State of Mlinois

Grentee perein assumes. ond Bgress 10 pay oll uxpaid taxes and Speciaul sssossmenta,

Dated this  12th day of Getober, A Dow 23,
Owenn J. Brien. [sEA’
Clare Brienm. fsRa:
{sTa:
|sEa

STATE OF ILLINOLIS, Rock ISLaND QOUNTY. s8

1. the undarsiglied, 4 Notary Public in and for said County and State aforesyi
DG UMERERY CERTIFY tsu Owen J, Brien sud Clara 3rien, husbend swud wite,

personaliy known 1o me to be the same person® whose nameS AFe  sohseribed to the foregoing instrument. appeared before

this dus in person and acknowledged that % he Vsigned, sealed and delivered suid jnstrument ns  thei? free ind voluntary act fi
the- ttees and porposes therein sot farth, inclading the release and walver of the right of homestead.
Given eader my hand and Official | Seal, this 12th
| Notarial Saal] day of Cetover, A.D. 1y B3.

E. W. Bchosde, Notary Publi



-Deed Record No. 256

EEE TN LD E R b A

Document No. £70141,  Filed for record on the 20th dny of June A D 1930 , 8t 1430 o'k P, M.

This Indenture Witncsseth, That the grantor  Herman Schubert, & widower,

of the ity of Rock Ialand in the County of Roek Ialand and State of . Illinole
for and in consideration of the sum of Onp Dollar mnd other good and valuable considerations
in hand peid, CONVEY 5 and WARRANT S to Hoard of Edusaticn of Rock Island School Distriet Ho. 41

of the Ccity of Rock Island County of - Rock Yaland and State of 11lincis
the following descvibed real estate, to-wit:

345

Lot Rumber Fourteea (14} in Dlock Number Four (4) in that part of the City of Rook Ipland known es and

oalled ¥allage Grove Adaitien to snid City.

situated In the County of Rack Island, in the State of Ilkinois, hereby releasing and
waiving all rights under am:l by virtue of the Homestend Exemption Laws of the State of Mlinois.

Dated this lath day of May A D183,
’ Herman Sehubart [SEAL}
[BEAL}
[SEAL]
[SEAL}
STATE OF ILLINOIS, Rock Island County, ss.
1, the undersigued, a Notary Public in and for said County and State aforesaid,

DO HEREBY CERTIFY thaet Herman Sobubert, & widower,

personally known to me te be the same person  whose name 48 subscribed Lo the foregoing instrument, appeared before me
this day in person end acknowledged that he  signed, sealed and delivered said insirument ag his free end voluntary
act for the uses and purposes therein set forth, including the release and walvor of the right of homestead,
Given under my hand and  ¢ffiaial Senl, this 14th
[Notarial Seal} day of Uay A D, 1030,

I. M. Ruhesr Notary Public.



RESOLUTION
Rock Island Preservation Commission
Landmark Designation
Case #2013-1

WHEREAS, the Rock Island Preservation Commission received an application from Alexandria Elias to
designate the property located at 2617 18" Avenue as a local landmark; and

WHEREAS, the legal description for the property is: Lot Number Fourteen (14) in Block Number Four (4) in
that part of the City of Rock Island known as and called Wallace Grove Addition; and

WHEREAS, the Preservation Commission considered the application and made a preliminary determination
that the property meets one or more criteria for landmark designation at its March 27, 2013
meeting; and

WHEREAS, the Preservation Commission held a public hearing on April 24, 2013 to hear public testimony
regarding the proposed landmark designation; and

WHEREAS,  after considering the facts and statements presented to the Preservation Commission, the
Commussion determined that the property meets the nominating criteria of Section 11-111 of the
Rock Island Code of Ordinances: Landmark Designation; and

WHEREAS,  designation will serve to preserve and protect, through binding review of exterior alterations
through the review and 1ssuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness by the Rock Island
Preservation Commission (applications submitted to the City of Rock Island Planning &
Redevelopment Division) for future exterior alterations to the structure and site, accessory
structures and grounds, for what has been determined to be a unique and valuable part of Rock
Island’s history and architecture.

NOW, THEREFORE BE I'T RESOLVED that the Rock Island Preservation Commission designates 2617 18"
Avenue, known as the Audubon School, a local landmark.

Adopted this 24th day of April, 2013 by avote of ____ to _ of the Rock Island Preservation Commission.

APPROVED:

G. Kent Cornish, Chair

ATTEST:

Ben Griffith, Secretary



ALEXANDRA S. ELIAS, AICP
2203 MADISON AVENUE * SaN DIEGO, CA 92116

April 19, 2013
Dear Ms. Itter:

Next Wednesday, the Rock lsland Preservation Commission will consider.
landmark designation for the Audubon School. | know you have received
notice of hearing as an adjacent property owner. | norminated the property for
designation. | grew up in the Quad Cifies. | am a city planner by training and
" own a small house in the Broadway District. ‘ ‘

when 1 learned of the proposal to demolish Audubon Schoo!, | despaired at the
thought of losing it. The park-ike setting of Audubon with its many mature irees
and expansive lawns is an atfractive break from the asphalt and concrete
condition of the sireet. It is a community resource for gathering, for play and for
- simply appreciating the beauty of a building that could not—and would not—
be built foday. City planners foday spend d great deal of time frying o design
such sites. To lose it, in my view, would be fragic.

In the process of getting fo know some of your neighbors and learning albout this
issue, | have heard multiple times that the process to consider designation is a
waste of time because the city would “just overiurn the designation anyway.”
While | certainly understand that view, silence will only ensure that outcome.
The hearing by the Preservation Commission to evaluate the Audubon School as
a historic resource is an opportunity to fell your govemment that this place hos
value to you. To your community. To us. '

If you need inspiration o porticipate in this process, go visit the nearby Hy-Vee
store and walk or drive around the back. Then for comparison, walk around the
back of Audubon. Does this community resource have value 1o you?

Whatever your opinion, be heard. Please come o the meeting at Rock island
City Councll Chambers on Wednesday, April 24 at 5:15 p.m. to support this
important community resource. if | can answer any questions before then, don't
hesitate to cali me af 619.709.2016.

There are no guaranteed ouicomes if you participaie, but there are if you don't.
Thank you for your consideration, | appreciate your fime and look forward to
meeting you next week.

Sincerely,
Alexandra Elia
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