
MEMORANDUM
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

TO: Thomas Thomas, City Manager

SUBJECT: Alley–between 18th & 19th St. bounded by 1st & 2nd Ave. DATE: October 28, 2013

The Alley between 18th & 19th Streets bounded by 1st & 2nd Avenues is one which has seen its
usage change as redevelopment has taken place in Downtown Rock Island.  The alley is no
longer just a service corridor but a highly utilized corridor by both automobile traffic and
pedestrian traffic. The occupants of the redeveloped McKesson building now utilize it as a way to
enter and exit their parking garage. Residents walk more to area businesses and use the alley as
a shortcut. These aforementioned uses coupled with the pending redevelopment of the Star
Block building will only generate additional traffic.

The area has drainage issues that are exacerbated in the winter months by a sump discharge to
the alleyway that freezes into a massive area of ice. The drainage from adjacent businesses and
residential units creates an unpleasant and less than desirable situation for pedestrians and
motorists. The unenclosed dumpsters that serve the adjacent businesses present an unsightly
and odorous situation in the alley. Some of the buildings facing the alleyway are in disrepair and
there are obstacles that create limited parking.

This frequently trafficked City alley can be made a more attractive area by addressing the
drainage issues and consolidating and enclosing the dumpsters.  CED and Public Works will also
work with adjacent property owners on the removal of concrete and structural obstacles thereby
creating a more inviting and well-lit area for tenants and employees passing through or parking.

Recommendation:

Community and Economic Development Department Staff recommend council approve the
agreement with Shive-Hattery for $27,200 plus any reimbursable expenses up to $300 for alley
design services and authorize the City Manager to execute.

Submitted by: Jeffery Eder, Community & Economic Development Director

Approved: Thomas Thomas, City Manager
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