
Memorandum  
Office of the City Clerk 
 
To: Thomas Thomas, City Manager 
Subject: College Hill District – Retro Rally Event Requests 
Date: April 7, 2014  
              
 
Attached is a letter from Annette Zapolis of Cool Beanz Coffeehouse on behalf of the College 
Hill District Organization requesting permission for their 2nd annual Retro Rally event to be held 
on Saturday, May 31, 2014 from Noon to 5:00 pm. In the event that there is inclement weather, 
they are requesting a rain date of Sunday, June 1st.  
 
Also attached is a request to close 30th Street between 12th Avenue and 14th Avenue from 11:00 
am to 6:00 pm along with two maps explaining the placement of signs, barricades and detours. 
The signatures from the neighbors and businesses that may be affected by this street closing is 
attached. The closed areas of 30th Street will have vendors, street performers and parked 
vehicles. It is noted that walkway access will be available for pedestrians. The businesses of the 
College Hill District are also requesting that the Public Works Department place trash 
receptacles at the locations included on the maps. In addition, the College Hill District 
Association will be erecting a 40 foot tent in the Augustana College parking lot on 12th Avenue 
and 30th Street. It is noted that Augustana has granted permission for the College Hill District to 
use the parking lot. In addition to erecting the tent, the College Hill District is requesting 
permission to use water from a fire hydrant to fill 12 50-gallon barrels that will be attached to the 
poles for the tent located in the Augustana College parking lot. 
 
The College Hill District Organization is requesting permission to hang decorations (black and 
white checkered flags) and banners from signs and street posts throughout the College Hill 
District area to advertise the event. They would like to hang the decorations within 10 days prior 
to the event. The College Hill District Organization’s final request is for utilization of funds in an 
amount not to exceed $1,500.00 from the College Hill District Fund for signs and decorations for 
advertising the event and for two police officers to be present for traffic control. In addition, a 
portion of the funds will be utilized for four porta-potties for the public. The certificate of 
insurance is attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that Council approve the event with the rain date and the requests for the 
street closing at 30th Street between 12th Avenue and 14th Avenue, utilization of water from a fire 
hydrant, hanging decorations and banners on the signs and street posts, authorize staff to place 
trash receptacles at the locations as stated on the map, and utilizing funds from the College Hill 
District Fund in an amount not to exceed $1,500.00, subject to College Hill District contacting 
the Police Department for traffic control, contacting the Fire Marshal for life safety inspection of 
the tent and removing the decorations, banners and signage by June 6th.      
 
 
Submitted by:            Aleisha L. Patchin, City Clerk 
              
 
Approved by:   Thomas Thomas, City Manager 



 
 
 
 
Rock Island City Council Members, 
 
  

College Hill Organization is requesting approval from the city of Rock Island for our  
Retro Rally event, to happen Saturday May 31st 2014 from 12pm- 5pm (with a rain date for 
June 1st). College Hill is organizing arts and crafts vendors, outdoor entertainment, a pinup 
contest, and a retro vehicle show. This event is to happen in conjunction with Handy True 
Value 30th Anniversary Party, live music at Kavanaugh’s, and a party joined between Against 
the Grain and Cool Beanz with live music.  

The organization is requesting permission from the city to close 30th street from 12th 
ave. to 14th ave from 11am- 5:30pm on Saturday May 31st. In the case of inclement weather, 
the organization will choose to hold the event Sunday June 1st during the same hours. We ask 
that, in the case of bad weather on the 31st,  the organization may be granted permission to 
close the street June 1st instead.  

We are requesting public works to drop off saw horses at 30th street at 14th,  13th, and 
12th avenues, and at the east ally running parallel to 30th st. We would request a “local traffic 
only sign at the east ally entrance on 12th ave, and detour signs at 30th and 12th and 32st and 
12th. We are requesting “no parking on street” signs on 32nd street. The detour would route 
traffic east on 12th street, south on 32nd street, and back to 14th avenue. This route is already 
used each day for metro link buses, and mostly runs through an Augustana parking lot.  

The closed blocks of 30th street will have vendors, street performers including jugglers 
and clowns, and retro vehicles parked from 12-5. The right of way (sidewalks) will be left 
open for walking traffic, as well as an isle of at least 8 feet will be open for walking in the 
street. 

Please see attached map for street closing requests and signed permission petitions 
from affected neighbors and businesses.  

We are also requesting that public works drop off trash receptacles at the locations 
included in the map attached.   

We would like Public works permission to use water from a hydrant to fill 12, 50 gallon 
barrels that attach to the tent poles, for the 40 x 60 tent located at the Augustana parking lot. 

CHDO would like permission to hang decorations (black and white checkered flags) 
and banners advertising the event from signs and posts throughout College Hill, including at 
the main intersection. These will be hung and taken down within 10 days of the event. The 
decorations will be maintained by the CHDO Promotions Committee and volunteers. 

CHDO will be erecting a 40 foot tent in the Augustana College parking lot on 12th ave 
and 30th Street. Augustana has granted College Hill permission to use this lot, as well as 
neighboring lots for parking. Augustana and South Park Presbyterian have given CHDO 
permission to use their lots for additional parking. We will be directing traffic to the 
additional parking with the event signs purchased last year.  

CHDO would like request to use the previously allotted CHD funds, not to exceed 
$1500. This money would be spent on campaign style signs, banners, decorations, and print 
advertising to promote the event.  

 Another portion of the above requested funds would be used to pay 2 police officers to 
be present to help direct traffic at the major intersections.  

Lastly, we would like to use these funds for four Porta-potties for community use.   



Individual businesses will be paying for live music and other entertainment at their 
locations. The organization will be paying for outdoor entertainment, the large tent and event 
insurance, and look forward to partnering with the city to make this a great event! Thank you 
for your help and consideration. 

 
Annette Zapolis 
College Hill District Organization, Chairman 














