
Memorandum
Community & Economic Development Department

To: Thomas E. Thomas, City Manager
Subject: Sale of 1730 8th Avenue
Date: April 16, 2014

ARC of the Quad Cities (ARC) is interested in purchasing the property at 1730 8th Avenue.  The
vacant lot is 106’ x 130’ or 14,170 sq. ft. and is located on the southwest corner of 8th Avenue and
19th Street in the Broadway Historic District. The parcel was donated to the City in 1975 and has
been vacant for 39 years. A February 2014 appraisal valued the vacant land at $14,000.

Based on existing property disposition policies and state statues, the City Council passed a
Resolution at the March 12, 2014, meeting that was published in the paper for three consecutive
weeks. The Resolution outlined the requirements for the bid process to purchase the property.
The deadline to receive bids for the property was April 7, 2014.

One bid was received from ARC by the deadline date. It was opened at the April 14, 2014, City
Council meeting and referred to staff for review. The ARC bid totaled $12,500. Their plan is to
construct a 3,000 sq. ft., single story residential building at a cost of $750,000. Please refer to
the provided documents for information on the presented bid and for renderings of the proposed
structure.

Staff has reviewed the bid proposal and found that it meets the required criteria as presented
in the Resolution. Due to the property’s historic district location, the Rock Island Historic
Preservation Commission will review and comment on the architectural design of the proposed
building and be asked to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Recommendation:
The CED Department recommends that the City Council accept the $12,500 bid plus closing
costs from ARC to purchase the city property at 1730 8th Avenue, pending a review by the
Historic Preservation Commission, authorize the City Manager to execute the contract
documents, and refer to the City Attorney for an ordinance.

Submitted by: Jeffery A. Eder, Assistant City Manager/CED Director
Mary Chappell, Development Programs Manager

Approved by: Thomas Thomas, City Manager
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