
Memorandum  
Community Economic Development Department 
 
To: Thomas Thomas, City Manager 
Subject: Disposition of 909 3rd Avenue 
Date: December 14, 2014 
              
 
Mr. Masco E. (Eli) Taliafero submitted a letter to the City on November 4, 2014 requesting to 
purchase properties at 909 3rd Avenue and 217 10th Street for $1 plus all applicable filing fees 
and closing costs. Mr. Taliafero intends to use both sites for organic gardening.  
 
The lot size of 909 3rd Avenue is approximately 6,880 square feet; 217 10th Street is 
approximately 23,300 square feet. Both lots are zoned R-6 Multifamily Residential and the 
Future land use Map identifies them both as Mixed Residential, which is appropriate for a mix of 
housing and small-scale public and institutional land uses. The New Old Chicago Plan identifies 
909 3rd Avenue as one of several lots targeted for medium to long term redevelopment (refer to 
N3 on the attachment). There is no specific redevelopment plan for 217 10th Street; however, 
the City’s Comprehensive Plan prioritizes neighborhood reinvestment and stabilization through 
infill development and redevelopment.    
 
The City Council considered Mr. Taliafero’s request during executive session at the December 
15, 2015 meeting. It was determined at that time that the City would move forward with the sale 
of 909 3rd Avenue to Mr. Taliafero. The Council further determined 217 10th Street is appropriate 
future redevelopment due to the larger size. The Council therefore decided to retain 217 10th 
Street in City ownership until a specific redevelopment opportunity arises.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Authorize the City Manager to execute preparation of an ordinance and contract documents to 
sell 909 3rd Avenue to Mr. Eli Taliafero for $1 plus applicable filing fees and closing costs.  
 
 
Submitted by: Jeffery A. Eder, Assistant City Manager/CED Director 
 Brandy Howe, AICP, Urban Planner 
              
 
Approved by:   Thomas Thomas, City Manager 
 

 



LOCATION MAP

LOCATION MAP

0 50 100 150 20025
Feet

City of Rock Island
COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Planning and Redevelopment

I

Note: The information 
presented is not survey accurate
& is for illustrative purposes only.

909 3rd Avenue
& 217 10th Street

3TH       AVENUE

10
TH

    
   S

TR
EE

T

11
TH

    
   S

TR
EE

T

ROCK ISLAND PARKWAY

ROUTE 92
Legend

Subject Properties
Parcels

909 3rd Avenue

217 10th Street

4TH       AVENUE

Eli Taliafero
935 3rd Avenue



howebl
Typewritten Text

howebl
Typewritten Text

howebl
Typewritten Text

howebl
Typewritten Text

howebl
Typewritten Text

howebl
Rectangle
















