
MEMORANDUM
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

TO: City Manager

SUBJECT: Special Use Permit Request Public Hearing for 1215 6th Street

DATE: December 22, 2015
Sheila Parker filed an application for a Special Use Permit to operate a non-perishable food store
(candy, beverages, chips and packaged frozen items) out of the former residence at 1215 6th Street,
zoned R-3 (one and two family residence) district in Fall 2015.  A public hearing was scheduled before
the City Council on November 9, 2015.  Prior to the hearing Staff received a petition from neighbors
objecting to the request signed by residents of six neighborhood properties (see attached petition map).
Ms. Parker came to the November 9th Council meeting and requested the item be taken off the agenda
and also indicated that she likely would ask it be brought back at a future undetermined date.

In mid November Ms Parker submitted the attached petition of support for the request signed by
residents of 27 neighborhood properties and requested that the item be placed on an upcoming Council
agenda (see attached petition map that also identifies that Mr. Ernie D. Donelson of 601 13th Avenue
signed both petitions). Staff informed her that they would ask the City Attorney for direction on proper re-
notification of adjacent property owners and would then determine when a new public hearing could be
scheduled.  The City Attorney recommended that a new public hearing notice should be published in a
local newspaper and that written notices sent to property owners within 250 feet of the subject property.
Due to these notification requirements and the Council budget schedule the soonest date that would
work was January 4, 1016.

Nature of the Use:
The applicant owns the vacant residence and intends to be one of the three non-resident employees
working out of the site (two adult children will be the other employees).  There could be more than one
employee working at the business at a time. Hours of operation during winter months will be 9:00 a.m.
to 7:00 p.m., seven days a week.  During warmer weather months the hours will extend to 9:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m., also seven days a week.

Parking:
The Zoning Ordinance requires one off-street space for every two employees working at the business
and two additional spaces based on the square footage of the business space. There is a gravel area
off the alley that currently is too small to meet Ordinance parking space dimension requirements, but
could be expanded into the rear yard to provide one parking space (see attached photo).  It should also
be noted that the entire site is small (45’ x 50’), so it could not accommodate much more off-street
parking.

Signs:
The applicant proposes a 2’ x 2’ unlighted freestanding sign (approximately three feet in height from
grade to top of sign) to be located in the west front yard.  The sign will be located approximately five feet
from the west sidewalk.

Analysis:
Staff believes that the use does not meet the seven conditions for approving a Special Use Permit
identified in the Zoning Ordinance as there is not adequate parking for the business and its nonresident
employees and it will have a negative effect on the character of the residential neighborhood.

Legal Description of Property:
Supervisor of Assessment Lot 205, Sheet 7 of Rock Island Township to the City of Rock Island, also
known as 1215 6th Street, Rock Island, Illinois.



Recommendation:
That the request be denied because there is not adequate parking and the use will alter the character of
the residential neighborhood.

Submitted by: Alan Fries, Urban Planner II
Ben Griffith, Planning and Redevelopment Administrator
Jeffery A. Eder, Assistant City Manager / CED Director

APPROVED: Thomas Thomas, City Manager
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