
Memorandum
Community and Economic Development

To: Thomas Thomas, City Manager
Subject: Tank Removal & Closure
Date: June 1, 2016

In completing the due diligence on the Watchtower Plaza site, the environmental consultant for
Walmart found a 1,000 gallon tank on the site.  It was found near the location which the City had
removed another tank as part of the property demolition.  It was known the site was a former
gas station but no information was available as to the underground storage tanks.  The
consultant only found the tank by going over the site with ground penetrating radar.

CED staff asked Terracon for a proposal to remove the tank. Terracon provided a proposal for
tank removal services in the amount of $11,700. Since the sales contract to Walmart indicates
the tank would CED staff was directed to have the tank removed under an emergency action.
The tank is schedule for removal on Thursday June 2nd.

RECOMMENDATION:

CED recommends that the City Council approve the emergency tank removal by Terracon in the
amount of $11,700.

Vendor: Terracon, Bettendorf, Iowa
Payment Amount: $11,700
Fund: 209
Department 312
Cost Center: 801
Object Code: 53102
Project: 6177
Grant: 0000

Submitted by: Jeffery A. Eder, Assistant City Manager / Community and Economic
Development Director

Approved by: Thomas Thomas, City Manager



Terracon Consul tants,  Inc.,  870 40 t h  Avenue,  Bettendorf ,  Iowa  52722
P  (5630 355-0702     F  (563) 355-4789     terracon.com

May 23, 2016

Mr. Jeff Eder
City of Rock Island Economic Development Department
1528 Third Avenue
Rock Island, IL 61201
Phone: (309) 732-2910
Email: eder.jeff@rigov.org

Re:  Proposal for Tank Removal & Closure
Former Plaza Texaco
3802 11th Street
Rock Island, IL 61201
OSFM ID No. 3045835
Terracon Proposal No. P07167056

Dear Mr. Eder:

Terracon Consultants, Inc. (Terracon) appreciates the opportunity to submit this proposal to
conduct tank closure services at the above referenced property. Terracon has conducted
thousands of environmental service projects across the country similar to this proposed project.
In addition, Terracon has extensive experience performing geotechnical and construction testing
services. For more detailed information on all of Terracon’s services please visit our web site at
www.terracon.com. An outline of the project, Terracon’s scope of services, including schedule
and compensation are provided in the following sections.

 PROJECT INFORMATION

The City of Rock Island owns the property, which is a vacant lot. A gasoline station operated at
the property from at least 1963 through 1977. A restaurant and then a pawn shop operated at the
property from 1980. The City purchased the property and surrounding parcels in 2012/2013 and
demolished the buildings in 2015. During demolition, a 500-gallon underground storage tank
(UST) that reportedly contained used oil was discovered. The UST was removed on April 7, 2015,
and a release of less than 5 gallons of used oil sludge was reported. Impacted soil and the UST
were excavated and removed. A No Further Remediation (NFR) letter was issued by the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) on June 17, 2015, for Leaking Underground Storage
Tank (LUST) Incident No. 20150332.

Terracon subsequently conducted a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) for Manhard
Consulting, Inc. (Manhard). The Phase I ESA report was dated April 1, 2016 (Terracon Project
Number 07167006). The presence of a former gasoline station and the lack of documentation
regarding removal of gasoline tanks at the property was considered a Recognized Environmental
Condition (REC). To assess the REC, Terracon conducted a geophysical survey on the property
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on May 12, 2016. The geophysical survey identified several anomalies on the property. On May
19, 2016, the anomalies identified were investigated by exploratory excavation. During excavation
activities, Terracon found an approximate 1,000-gallon single-wall steel UST buried
approximately 5 feet below ground surface (bgs). The UST appeared to contain a mixture of water
and product. On May 20, 2016, Terracon observed approximately 75 feet of product lines that
were not connected to the 1,000-gallon UST and were buried approximately 8 to 12 inches bgs.
The lines were configured in an “L” shape that ran 10 feet to the south from the UST, then east
for an additional 65 feet. As the piping ran to the east, four additional runs of piping were observed.
The piping stopped at the eastern extent of the run and was not connected to petroleum
equipment. The piping was free of liquids and was intermittently connected in sections. Field
observations indicated staining, but elevated photoionization detector (PID) readings were not
observed in soil samples collected along the piping run. One sample was collected for analysis
for Illinois LUST parameters (benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene and xylenes [BTEX], lead, and pH).

The former gasoline station ceased operations sometime after 1977. Given this age, the UST
would not be considered “exempt” UST in consideration of State and Federal UST regulations.

This proposal presents the cost estimate of fees for UST closure activities. Terracon will
coordinate with a qualified excavation subcontractor to schedule field personnel to be on site
during the closure activities for sampling and oversight. We estimate that the removal can be
completed in one day, weather and site conditions permitting.

Sampling and reporting will be completed according to the IEPA guidelines for UST excavation
sampling. In addition, Terracon will provide a certified UST decomissioner as required by the Illinois
Office of the State Fire Marshal (OFSM).

 SCOPE OF SERVICES

2.1 UST Excavation

n A Notification for UST will be submitted to the OSFM along with a $600 fee for
registration.

n A site specific Health and Safety Plan will be generated prior to starting field work
and will be used by Terracon and subcontractor personnel while on site.

n No later than 48 hours prior to the UST removal, Terracon will contact the Illinois
Joint Utility Locating Information for Excavators (JULIE) service to request that
member companies locate their underground utilities in the area of the
investigation. If there are public or private utilities not included in the JULIE request,
locating of those will be the City’s responsibility. The OSFM will be provided with
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a “Permit for Removal of Underground Storage Tank(s)” and a $200 application
fee provided by the certified UST decomissioner to initiate UST closure activities.

n Terracon will coordinate UST removal, cleaning, disposal, and backfilling activities
and will collect field documentation necessary for report completion.

n Terracon will collect five soil samples near the UST, and four near the piping runs
for documentation of site conditions utilizing excavation equipment during the
excavation of the UST.

n The soil samples will be analyzed for Illinois LUST indicator parameters for older
gasoline releases, including BTEX, lead, and pH by United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Methods 5035/8260, 6010, and SM 4500. In the event
that the analysis indicates elevated concentrations of lead, the samples will be
analyzed by the Synthetic Precipitation Leaching Procedure (SPLP) and/or
Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Potential (TCLP) methods.

n The excavation will be backfilled with excavated onsite material.

n Terracon will complete a UST Closure Report in industry standard format including
documentation of field activities, sample results, maps, photographs, etc.

2.2 Schedule

We anticipate performing fieldwork within 5 working days after receiving written notice to proceed
(pending OSFM and subcontractor availability). We estimate that our written report can be
prepared and mailed from this office within approximately 5 working days following the receipt of
analytical testing results. Analytical turnaround time is based on 7 business days from the
laboratory receipt of samples. Expedited laboratory service is available at an additional cost.

If the analytical results indicate a release has occurred, additional reporting will be required. A
subsequent proposal will be submitted for additional reporting, if required.

 COMPENSATION

The Scope of Services outlined in this proposal will be performed as a lump sum fee of $11,700.
If, as a result of these services, additional work is required outside the scope of this proposal, you
will be contacted, and upon request, proposed fees for additional work will be provided. Your
authorization will be obtained prior to commencement of any additional work outside the scope of
this proposal.
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Additional sampling services not covered in this proposal will be handled on a unit pricing basis.
Terracon will contact the City to advise and receive prior approval for additional sampling services.
If additional liquids/sludges are to be removed and disposed that exceed 1,100 gallons, removal
and disposal costs would be $0.75/gallon (non-hazardous disposal).

The project fee summary is based on the scope of services outlined in this proposal. This proposal
and fee estimate were prepared based on the following assumptions:

n The City will provide to Terracon, prior to mobilization, legal right of entry to the
site (and other areas if required) to conduct the scope of services.

n The City will notify Terracon, prior to mobilization, of any restrictions, special site
access requirements, or known potentially hazardous conditions at the site (e.g.,
hazardous materials or processes, specialized protective equipment requirements,
unsound structural conditions, etc.).

n Terracon will be responsible for contacting JULIE to have public utilities marked.
Utilities on private land that are not located by public companies will be located by
client. If it is determined that a private utility locater is necessary, Terracon can
obtain the services of a subcontractor. The City will be informed of the fee prior to
engagement of the private utility locater.

n Work can be performed during normal business hours (Monday through Friday,
8:00 am to 5:00 pm).

n Traffic control services are not required.

n The site is readily accessible by 2-wheel drive pickup trucks and excavating
equipment.

n City of Rock Island permits are not required.

n Our proposal does not include services to determine eligibility or seek
reimbursement from Illinois’ LUST insurance fund, if a release is encountered.

If any of these assumptions or conditions are not accurate or change during the project, the stated
fee is subject to change. Please contact us immediately if you are aware of any inaccuracies in
these assumptions and conditions, so we may revise the proposal or fee. In addition, additional
site reconnaissance and file review may indicate that additions to the scope of work will be
necessary. Additions to the scope of work as presented in this proposal will be handled under a
separate change order.
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