
 

    MEMORANDUM 
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 
TO:  City Manager 

 

SUBJECT: Alley Right-of-Way Vacation Request for North/South Alley East of 38
th

 Street 

Between 6
th

 and 7
th

 Avenues 

Date: October 6, 2011 

 

Augustana College has requested that a north/south alley east of 38
th

 Street between 6
th

 and 7
th

 

Avenues be vacated (see attached vacation map and letter).  Note that the letter requests permission 

for all but one parcel.  Staff discussed the matter with all owners (Augustana College and Dorothy 

Austin, 610 39
th

 Street) and determined vacating the entire alley made the most sense.  The alley 

currently is a one way northbound public alley. 

 

The College intends to maintain the alley and keep it open for private use for all residents of the 

block (the college owns all adjacent property to the alley except for 610 39
th

 Street owned by 

Dorothy Austin).  The college has contacted via mailed letter the one remaining property owner 

(Ms. Austin) and assured her that all residents of the block will have full access to the private alley.  

The college has also indicated to staff that it may also install speed bumps to reduce vehicle traffic 

speed in the private alley.  If the vacation is approved, the College could install speed bumps; the 

City does not allow then in public alleys.  No structures or parking will be located in the alley. 

 

Analysis of Impact: 

Staff contacted the Public Works, Fire and Police Departments for an analysis of the request.  There 

were no objections cited by officials from these departments.  However, if the alley is vacated 

garbage pick-up for residents will be changed to front yard pick-up off 39
th

 Street.  Officials from 

Mid-American Energy, AT&T and Mediacom Cable Company also were contacted.  There are 

overhead electric and telephone lines located within the right-of-way.    

 

Staff contacted Ms. Austin by mail and has spoken with her son (Scott Austin).  They understand 

the need to move refuse collection from the alley to 39
th

 Street and do not object, nor do not object 

to the vacation as long as access is maintained to the garage on their property.  A letter from Sheri 

Curran, Augustana College’s General Counsel is attached. 

 

Recommendation: 

That the City Attorney be directed to draft an ordinance vacating the north/south alley east of 38
th

 

Street between 6
th

 and 7
th

 Avenues.  

 

Submitted by: Alan Fries, Urban Planner II 

Alan M. Carmen, Planning and Redevelopment Administrator 
Gregory S. Champagne, Community and Economic Development Director 

  
 

Approved: Robert Hawes, Interim City Manager 
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