
_______________________________________________________________   MEMORANDUM 

                                                                                                                    FIRE DEPARTMENT- FIRE CHIEF 

TO:  Thomas Thomas, City Manager   

SUBJECT:  Narrowband Radios             Date: 12/5/2011     

On January 1, 2013 all public safety mobile radio systems operating in the 150-512 MHz radio 
bands must cease operating using 25KHz (Wideband) efficiency technology, and begin 
operating using at least 12.5 KHz (Narrow Banding) efficiency technology. The deadline is the 
result of an FCC mandate to ensure more efficient use of the spectrum and greater spectrum 
access for public safety users. 

Working with the emergency communication center (RICOMM), it was discussed to complete 
this process by the end of this fiscal year, March 31, 2012. 

Gem Electronics is the only communication vender that has a service contract to replace and 
repair emergency communication equipment with the emergency communication center 
(RICOMM). It is imperative that the same vendor is used to comply with the FCC mandate on 
upgrading the fire departments radio communication capabilities. 

Attached is a proposal from Gem Electronics to upgrade the Rock Island Fire Department radio 
system to comply with the FCC ruling. 

 

 
 

 Gem Electronics       $19,550.00 

 

 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that the City Council award the bid for purchasing new radio equipment to 
upgrade the Rock Island Fire Department radio system from Gems Electronics in the amount of 
$19,550.00 and authorize the City Manager to execute the contract documents.   

 
 
Submitted:  James J Fobert, Fire Chief 

 

Approved:   Thomas Thomas, City Manager 
 






