
MEMORANDUM
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

TO: City Manager

SUBJECT: Request for Special Use Permit for 700 22nd Street
Date: December 5, 2011

The Karpeles Manuscript Library is requesting permission to apply for a Special Use Permit to
operate a manuscript library museum at the former First Church of Christ, Scientist located at
700 22nd Street, zoned R-3 (one and family residence) district. The former church structure has
been vacant for over 15 years.

The attached letter identifies background information on the history and operation of 11 other
Karpeles museums located in nine other states across America.  All museums are open free of
charge to the public (including school group programs) and exhibits are rotated continually
among all the locations.  The first Rock Island exhibit is proposed to focus on Mark Twain’s
writings.

The library is expected to employ between two to five employees and operate from Tuesday
through Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Other than school groups it is expected that general
public attendance will be in the range of five visitors at any one time.  There is an improved
parking lot on the north side of the site with access off of 22nd Street. That has approximately 24
parking spaces. The museum is also expected to request an attached sign for the museum.

The building is also a local historic landmark.  The Rock Island Preservation Ordinance allows
the Preservation Commission to comment on the Special Use Permit request at the public hearing
stage (if the council grants the permission to apply for a Special Use Permit).  The Preservation
Ordinance also requires the Commission to review and consider a Certificate of Appropriateness
for any exterior changes to the landmark structure (e.g. exterior façade, windows, signs ect.).

The impact of the use on neighboring and adjoining property owners can best be determined by a
public hearing.  Staff believes that a Special Use Permit request is more appropriate than
rezoning to business zoning for the property

Recommendation:
That Karpeles Manuscript Library be allowed to apply for a Special Use Permit.

Submitted by: Alan Fries, Urban Planner II
Gregory S. Champagne, Community and Economic Development Director

Approved: Thomas Thomas, City Manager










