
 

MEMORANDUM 
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 
TO:  Thomas Thomas, City Manager 

 
SUBJECT: Sale of City Owned Property / Vacation and Dedication of Right-of-Way and Water Main 

Easement – 18
th
 Avenue and 1

st
 Street 

Date: January 17, 2012 
 

 
City staff has been discussing property in the vicinity of 18

th
 Avenue and 1

st
 Street with the owners of Del’s 

Metals (1605 1
st
 Street), their Attorney, Robert Alvine, and operators of Precision Holdings (1650 1

st
 Street, 

doing business as Precision Manufacturing) for some time to resolve the fact that 1
st
 Street north of 18

th
 

Avenue is not physically located in the 1
st
 Street right-of-way.  In order to remedy this situation, the following 

should take place: 
 

 Vacate an unimproved segment of 1
st
 Street public right-of-way from 18

th
 Avenue north to 

the southern line of the unimproved and reserved 16
th
 Avenue right-of-way (see attached 

map and surveys); 
 Dedicate a 50 foot wide right-of-way that corresponds to the centerline of 1

st
 Street 

pavement; 
 The City will split parcel RI-55-A-1 (identified as “City” on map) and transfer Tract 1 to Del’s 

Metals and Tract 2 to Precision Holdings; and 
 Establish a water main easement for an existing main that has never been in an easement. 

 
Maps are attached that identify the existing conditions and those after Council approval of the steps detailed 
above.  Crapnell Land Surveying Company prepared surveys related to each element. 
 
This project has taken an extended period of time as it was determined last year that, while the County plat 
sheets identified parcel RI-55-A-1 as City, title was not vested in the City of Rock Island.  This was remedied 
last summer when the City accepted a Trustee’s Deed from the US Bank, the Trustee. 
 
At this point, all analyses have been completed, and utility companies and neighboring property owners have 
been contacted.  All parties are in agreement that the sale, vacation and dedications are appropriate, will 
eliminate a City street (1

st
 Street) from being located on private property (owned by Del’s) and establish a 

water main easement for a City facility that has been in place for many years. 
 
The sequence for accomplishing this is to sell the City parcel to Precision Holdings and Del’s Metals, vacate 
the unimproved 1

st
 Street right-of-way, dedicate the new 1

st
 Street right-of-way and the water main easement. 

These should all be done through ordinances prepared by the City Attorney. 
 

Recommendation: 
That the City Attorney be directed to draft ordinances to: 

 Transfer ownership of Tract 1 of Parcel RI-55-A-1 to Del’s Metals; 
 Transfer ownership of Tract 2 of Parcel RI-55-A-1 to Precision Holdings; 
 Vacate the 1

st
 Street unimproved right-of-way as specified by the Vacation Plat; 

 Dedicate the new 1
st
 Street right-of-way as specified by the Dedication Plat; and 

 Dedicate the water main easement as specified by the Plat of Water Line Easement. 
 
Submitted by: Alan M. Carmen, Planning and Redevelopment Administrator 

Gregory S. Champagne, Community and Economic Development Director 

  
 

Approved: Thomas Thomas, City Manager 
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