
Memorandum 
Public Works Department 
 
To: City Manager 
Subject: Rock Island Transfer Station Opportunity in Rock Island 
Date: March 27, 2012 
Number: 2010-075 
             
 
The staff has negotiated an intergovernmental agreement with the Rock Island County 
Metropolitan Mass Transit District for the Rock Island Transfer Station project.  The proposed 
site for the new transfer station is at the northwest corner of the intersection of 2nd Avenue and 
20th Street.  The Executive Summary is attached along with the Intergovernmental Agreement.  
  
Recommendation 
 
The Public Works Department recommends the City Council approve the Intergovernmental 
Agreement and authorize the City Manager to sign the documents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Robert T. Hawes, P.E., Assistant City Manager/Public Works Director 
    

 
Approved by:  Thomas Thomas, City Manager 















 INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 
 

The agreement is made as of the 4th day of April, 2012, by and between the: 

 

CITY OF ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS, 

an Illinois municipal corporation, 

("CITY") 

 

and 

 

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY METROPOLITAN MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT 

an Illinois municipal corporation 

("MetroLINK") 

 

and in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants set forth herein, the parties state and agree as 

follows: 

 

RECITALS 

 

WHEREAS, the CITY is the owner of real estate property bounded by 20th Street to the east and 2nd 

Avenue to the South, located in area of said City hereinafter described as the MetroLINK Rock Island 

Transfer Station; and 

 

WHEREAS MetroLINK wishes to lease said property from the CITY for the purposes of constructing and 

operating a transit terminal that includes a station with passenger amenities and adjacent bus docking 

stations along 2nd Avenue and 20th Street; and 

 

WHEREAS the CITY is agreeable to leasing said property to MetroLINK under certain terms and 

conditions hereinafter set forth; and 

 

WHEREAS, intergovernmental cooperation between units of local government to contract, further 

combine, or transfer a lawful power or function in any manner not prohibited by law or ordinance is 

authorized by Article VII, Section 10 of the Illinois Constitution of 1970; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Illinois General Assembly, in order to implement Article VII, Section 10 of the Illinois 

Constitution of 1970, adopted the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act (501 ILCS 605/1 et seq.); and 

 

WHEREAS, the CITY wishes to participate in this Intergovernmental Agreement for the following public 

purposes, which purposes shall include, without limitation, the development of the community and the 

CITY's general business base, the general public benefit, including the improvement of the health, safety 

and welfare of CITY and its residents as well as the elimination of undeveloped areas and areas which have 

remained undeveloped without public participation, for the creation of jobs, for the increase of the CITY’s 

tax base, including without limitation the increase in the CITY’s sales tax and property tax; and 

 

WHEREAS, the action of the CITY herein is intended to provide an impetus to economic development and 

to continue promotion of the commercial rebirth of its downtown, and to provide improvements to the 

efficiency, safety and security of the community’s public transit services; and 

 

WHEREAS the CITY also wishes to eliminate all factors impairing and arresting sound community growth 

and economic stagnation generally in the area of and surrounding its downtown as well as to improve the 

marketability of the property located within and near the MetroLINK Rock Island Transfer Station; and 

 

WHEREAS, all aspects of this Agreement are designed and intended to enhance the public health, safety, 

morals and welfare, as related to the CITY and its residents. 

 



NOW, THEREFORE, in a spirit of comity, and pursuant to the appropriate constitutional and statutory 

provisions, the CITY and MetroLINK do hereby agree as follows: 

 

1. The CITY does hereby lease to MetroLINK the following described real estate to be used as a Transit 

Terminal and Transfer Facility, to-wit: 

 

The southeast corner of 20th Street and 2nd Avenue commonly known as “Lot C” and the west side 

of 20th Street from 1st to 2nd Avenue and the north side of 2nd Avenue from 19th to 20th Street in the 

City of Rock Island in Rock Island County, Illinois. A site map is attached as Figure 1. 

 

2. MetroLINK agrees to lease said property heretofore described and to pay as consideration therefore, 

the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) each year. 

 

3. This lease shall be for the term of twenty (20) years commencing on the date of execution hereof with 

an automatic renewal for MetroLINK for an additional period of twenty (20) years under the same 

terms and conditions of the original lease. 

 

4. It is understood between the parties that any disposal of the real property funded with Federal or State 

assistance as part of this project are subject to prior Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and State of 

Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) approval.  Disposal of such property will comply with 

FTA’s disposition requirements including calculating the fair market value of project property and 

equipment. 

 

5.  It is understood between the parties that during the term of this Lease the CITY will provide 

MetroLINK at least eight (8) parking spaces within the City parking lot presently known as “Lot C” 

(immediately adjacent to the MetroLINK Rock Island Transfer Station and within the same block).   

 

6. If, at any time during the original term of this lease, or an extension thereof, the CITY has need for the 

leased premises for a public purpose, the CITY shall have the right to buy the leasehold improvement 

interest of MetroLINK at a purchase price based on its fair market value.  A precondition to the 

CITY’s exercise of its rights under this paragraph is the CITY’s delivery of written notice to 

MetroLINK specifying the CITY’s intent and the basis for acquisition of MetroLINK’s leasehold 

improvement interest, all at least twelve (12) months prior to the CITY’s proposed date of possession. 

 

7. It is understood between the parties that any construction to be undertaken by MetroLINK must be 

approved by IDOT and FTA.  Prior to approval by IDOT and FTA, MetroLINK agrees to submit the 

design for the proposed construction and landscaping to the CITY for approval.   

 

8. MetroLINK shall have the right to sublease space in the Transfer Facility on such terms as it deems 

appropriate and retain any rent received, provided however, that all such subtenants shall be consistent 

with the Restrictions and Covenants of the MetroLINK Rock Island Transfer Station and the CITY 

reserves the right to disapprove any subtenant, which right shall not be unreasonably exercised.  

 

9. The CITY shall be responsible for any and all sewer and water charges incurred in the operation of the 

Rock Island Transfer Station, except those incurred by commercial subtenants of MetroLINK or 

commercial tenants of the CITY. The CITY and MetroLINK mutually agree to develop a snow 

removal plan for the Rock Island Transfer Station. MetroLINK shall be responsible for the routine and 

ongoing maintenance of the Rock Island Transfer Station. 

 

10. MetroLINK agrees to install only signs that are in conformance with applicable Restrictions and 

Covenants of the MetroLINK Rock Island Transfer Station. 

 

11. MetroLINK agrees to indemnify and hold the CITY harmless from any and all claims for personal 

injury or property damage related to the leased premises, excluding claims which arise from the 

negligence of the City or its agents or employees or claims which relate to public sidewalks;  and 

MetroLINK further agrees to name the CITY as an additional insured in connection with MetroLINK’s 



insurance coverage, which coverage shall provide protection to the City in an amount of not less than 

$5 million per occurrence.  MetroLINK will provide to the City a Certificate of Insurance which is 

consistent with MetroLINK’s obligations under this paragraph. MetroLINK will provide to the City a 

Certificate of Insurance which is consistent with MetroLINK’s obligations under this paragraph. 

 

12. The obligations of MetroLINK under this Agreement are made expressly contingent upon the consent 

of IDOT and FTA. 

 

13. This Agreement and Each and every one of the terms and provisions thereof, shall be for the benefit of 

and be binding upon the parties hereto and each of them and their respective successors and assigns. 

 

14. This Agreement constitutes the sole agreement of the parties hereto and all prior negotiations or 

correspondence shall be deemed merged into this Agreement; and the terms of this Agreement and 

attachments, if any, shall govern the rights of the parties exclusively. 

 

15. This Agreement shall not be modified or changed in any manner unless the same be reduced to writing 

and signed by all parties, setting forth the modifications and changes. 

 

16. This Agreement is made and entered into in Rock Island County, Illinois, to be performed in the State 

of Illinois, and any dispute arising hereunder shall be settled under the laws of the State of Illinois. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Intergovernmental Agreement to be executed as of 

the date set forth above. 

 

 

CITY OF ROCK ISLAND, ILLLINOIS, 

An Illinois Municipal Corporation 

 

By:       Attest: 

 

 

_________________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Manager     City Clerk 

 

 

Approved as to Form:     

 

 

_________________________________________  

 City Attorney 

 

 

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY METROPOLITAN MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT, 

An Illinois Municipal Corporation 

 

By:       Attest: 

 

 

_________________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Board Chairman      Board Secretary 

 

Approved as to Form:     

 

 

_________________________________________  

 Attorney 




