
Memorandum 
Public Works Department 
 
To: City Manager 
Subject: End of Roadway Markers on 12th Avenue 
Date: May 10, 2012 
Number: 2012-109 
             
 
Residents of the 4500 block of 12th Avenue have requested the replacement of the end of 
roadway markers installed at the north end of 12th Avenue (petition attached) with something 
“that would be a better match to the charm and style of the neighborhood”. More specifically, 
they have suggested the installation of a wrought iron fence with reflectors.  
 
The existing, standard markers were installed a few months ago in response to a citizen 
complaint about the lack of end of the road marking. 
 
The Illinois Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (Manual) is used by agencies and the 
court system to define standards for traffic control devices in Illinois from simple signs to 
complex traffic signal lights. The Manual does not specifically require anything at the end of this 
street. According to the Manual, the City decides whether a traffic hazard exists based upon “an 
engineering study or an engineering judgment”. The end of 12th Avenue constitutes a traffic 
hazard because of the curb that extends across the vehicle path. A careless driver or inattentive 
motorcycle rider could be injured by hitting this curb. 
 
If a traffic hazard exists, the Manual defines the signing options and the applicable pages from 
the Manual are attached. Section 2C.66 requires Type 4 object markers and there are only 
three choices for a Type 4 object marker (page 135). The minimum mounting height for the sign 
is four feet. The Public Works Department uses OM4-3 signs to mark roadway ends. The 
number of signs installed depends upon the width of the roadway at the end.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Public Works Department recommends that the City Council deny the request and continue 
to follow the guidelines established by the Illinois Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Robert T. Hawes, P.E., Assistant City Manager/Public Works Director 
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December 2009� Sect. 2C.63 to 2C.65

of the near edge of the traveled way, should  
be 4 feet.

06		 When used to mark obstructions more than 8 feet 
from the shoulder or curb, the clearance from the 
ground to the bottom of the object marker should be at 
least 4 feet.

07		 Object markers should not present a vertical or 
horizontal clearance obstacle for pedestrians.
Option:

08		 When object markers or markings are applied to 
an obstruction that by its nature requires a lower or 
higher mounting, the vertical mounting height may vary 
according to need.
Support:

09		 Section 9B.26 contains information regarding the 
use of object markers on shared-use paths.

Section 2C.64  Object Markers for Obstructions 
Within the Roadway

Standard:
01		 Obstructions within the roadway shall be marked 

with a Type 1 or Type 3 object marker.  In addition 
to markers on the face of the obstruction, warning 
of approach to the obstruction shall be given by 
appropriate pavement markings (see Section 3B.10).
Option:

02		 To provide additional emphasis, a Type 1 or Type 3 
object marker may be installed at or near the approach 
end of a median island.

03		 To provide additional emphasis, large surfaces such 
as bridge piers may be painted with diagonal stripes, 
12 inches or greater in width, similar in design to the 
Type 3 object marker.
Standard:

04		 The alternating black and retroreflective yellow 
stripes (OM3-L, OM3-R) shall be sloped down at an 
angle of 45 degrees toward the side on which traffic 
is to pass the obstruction.  If traffic can pass to either 
side of the obstruction, the alternating black and 
retroreflective yellow stripes (OM3-C) shall form 
chevrons that point upwards.
Option:

05		 Appropriate signs (see Sections 2B.32 and 2C.25) 
directing traffic to one or both sides of the obstruction may be used instead of the object marker.

Section 2C.65  Object Markers for Obstructions Adjacent to the Roadway
Support:

01		 Obstructions not actually within the roadway are sometimes so close to the edge of the road that they need 
a marker.  These include underpass piers, bridge abutments, handrails, ends of traffic barriers, utility poles, and 
culvert headwalls.  In other cases there might not be a physical object involved, but other roadside conditions exist, 
such as narrow shoulders, drop-offs, gores, small islands, and abrupt changes in the roadway alignment, that might 
make it undesirable for a road user to leave the roadway, and therefore would create a need for a marker.
Standard:

02		 If a Type 2 or Type 3 object marker is used to mark an obstruction adjacent to the roadway, the 
edge of the object marker that is closest to the road user shall be installed in line with the closest edge of 
the obstruction.

Figure 2C-13.  Object Markers
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03		 Where Type 3 object markers are applied to the approach ends of guardrail and other roadside 
appurtances, sheeting without a substrate shall be directly affixed to the approach end of the guardrail in 
a rectangular shape conforming to the size of the approach end of the guardrail with alternating black and 
retroreflective yellow stripes sloping downward at a angle of 45 degrees toward the side of the obstruction 
on which traffic is to pass.

04		 Type 1 and Type 4 object markers shall not be used to mark obstructions adjacent to the roadway.
Guidance:

05		 Standard warning signs in this Chapter should also be used where applicable.

Section 2C.66  Object Markers for Ends of Roadways
Support:

01		 The Type 4 object marker is used to warn and alert road users of the end of a roadway in other than 
construction or maintenance areas.
Standard:

02		 If an object marker is used to mark the end of a roadway, a Type 4 object marker shall be used.
Option:

03		 The Type 4 object marker may be used in instances where there are no alternate vehicular paths.
04		 Where conditions warrant, more than one marker, or a larger marker with or without a Type 3 Barricade 

(see Section 2B.67), may be used at the end of the roadway.
Standard:

05		 The minimum mounting height, measured vertically from the bottom of a Type 4 object marker to the 
elevation of the near edge of the traveled way, shall be 4 feet.
Guidance:

06		 Appropriate advance warning signs in this Chapter should be used.


